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WCW’S TOP DRAFT PICK 


Of all the young superstars 
scouted in “The Real New 
World Order: WCW’s Hot, 
Young Studs” (January 1998), I 
believe Chris Jericho has a 
greater chance at making a big 
impact than Alex Wright, Mar- 
cus “Buff” Bagwell, and Stevie 
Richards, 

During a WCW Monday 
Nitro from Philadelphia, I was 
stunned when Jericho pulled off 
an incredible upset victory over 
Scott Hall after escaping his 
infamous “Outsiders’ Edge” 
with a perfect rollup. 

I’m convinced Jericho has 
the tools to be a world champi- 
on in the future. There are very 
few competitors who can blend 
technical and aerial moves with 
explosive bursts of energy. All 
Jericho has to do is stay focused 
and I’m sure he’ll go far. 

As for the other three, it’s 
very hard to take them serious- 
ly. “Buff” Bagwell is a stooge 
who is living off the NWO’s 
reputation. Alex. Wright can’t 
be respected by anyone because 
of his stupid showboating and 
arrogance. And Stevie Richards already 
proved just how overrated he is by “quit- 
ting wrestling for good” only to show up 
on ECW’s November to Remember pay- 
per-view. 

STEVE NARDI 
West Berlin, NJ 


RESPECT ROCKY! 

Rocky Maivia has finally found his niche 
in the WWF, but unfortunately it is as a bad 
guy. I had such high hopes for him when I 
saw him enter the federation. He was a 
clean-cut, good-looking young man who had 


lis 


Alex Wright and Chris Jericho are two of WCW's hottest 
young studs, and both have the potential to be superstars 
in the future. Reader Steve Nardi thinks Jericho’s 
chances are better. 


a great positive attitude as well as a warm 
smile. Rocky was ready to give himself to 
the fans and do everything possible to win 
their approval. Instead of embracing Rocky, 
the fans collectively pushed him aside and 
chanted “Rocky sucks!” right in his face. 
Having witnessed this at a show last year, I 
don’t blame him for changing how he feels 
about the fans. Their attitude toward him 
made me sick, too. 

I do not approve of The Nation of 
Domination, but I can understand they give 
Rocky the support the fans refused to give 
him. Rocky has a healthy attitude both in and 


arse 
Menorah me FUN TO READ 


EASY TO HOLS. 


Rocky Maivia raises his fist in anger as he faces off with ‘Headbanger T Thrasher. The Rock is one 
of the least popular wrestlers in the WWF right now, but reader Monica Willow thinks he should 
be getting more respect. 


out of the ring, and his interviews are among 
the funniest on any WWF TV show. Rocky’s 
confidence has grown so much that I do 
believe he will be a great champion someday. 
I just hope the fans will appreciate him more 
in the future. 
MONICA WILLOW 
Amarillo, TX 


THREE FACES OF FOLEY 

I realize that a lot of fans may not enjoy 
not knowing which face of Mick Foley is 
going to show up on any given WWE event, 
but I don’t care. I am just amazed that he 
can transform into either Mankind, Cactus 
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YEARS AGO 
IN PWI 


The cover of the April 1988 featured Lex Luger, who had just joined 
The Four Horsemen. Luger had gone from losing the NWA U.S. title to 
Dusty Rhodes to accepting membership in the most notorious group in 
the federation. What was meant to be a candid look at a wrestling hero }. 


became his first chance to lash out at his fans. 


Hsewhere in the magazine: Rick Martel, a co-holder of the WWF 
World tag team title with Tito Santana, was featured in the centerfold 
.. Who really survived the Survivor Series? PW/ examined who really 


Jack, or Dude Love at the drop of a hat, 
complete with different attitudes and char- 
acteristics. That ability alone makes him the 
most indispensable person in the WWF, 
Sure, I can understand how fans would be 
upset if Mankind showed up instead of 
Dude Love, but these fans need to look 
beyond the persona and appreciate the per- 
son. Fans should just be happy with the fact 
that when, Mankind, Dude Love, or Cactus 
Jack is scheduled to appear, they will be 
seeing a great match. 
GERALD HORLEY 
Albany, GA 
(Continued on page 54) 


won this annual event, and it wasn’t just those who were left standing in the rigs Kany Von | Erich 
had a fot to give thanks for on Thanksgiving in 1987. His two-year absence from the ring ended with a 
triumphant return at Reunion Arena, as he came back from a near-fatal motorcycle accident to pin 
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a4 IAMOND” DALLAS 
[rece is furious at 
WCW wrestlers for not 

coming to his aid when he was 
attacked by the NWO on numer- 


ous occasions in November and 
December. He’s so furious, in fact, 


that he’s considering doing some- 
thing drastic. 

“Man, sometimes | feel like just 
doing the Sting thing, and not talk- 
ing to anyone!” he exclaimed after 
“Hollywood” Hulk Hogan used 
Page’s own “Diamond cutter” on 


Marcus Bagwell assists 
Hulk Hogan as he uses a 
“Diamond cutter” ona 
weary “Diamond” Datlas 
Page. No WCW wrestler 
tried to help DDP as this 
was happening, and that 
makes him sick. 
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him several times in one night. 

“After the first ‘Diamond cutter,” 
he continued, “lI looked toward the 
ramp to the locker rooms, and 
there wasn’t one damn person. 
Then another ‘cutter,’ and still no 
one to help me out. | mean, all the 
dressing rooms are all equipped 
with TV monitors, and | know for a 
fact that there were guys back 
there—guys | used to be proud to 
call my friends—watching me get 
my butt kicked by at least six guys. 
Hell, next time a WCW guy gets 
his butt kicked by the NWO gang, 
you ain't gonna see me runnin’ to 
help. Let him suffer like | did and 
see what it feels like!” 

It was certainly disturbing for me 
to hear those words come out of 
DDP’s mouth, but he’s right: If 
WCW doesn’t present a more unit- 
ed front, it stands no chance of 
winning the war with the NWO. 

The appears to be a problem 
inside The Nation of Domination. 
Rocky Maivia is quietly attempting 
to take over the leadership of the 
group from Faaroogq, the man who 
first formed the NOD in 1996. And 
Faaroog is aware of it. 

“Yeah, there is an internal strug- 
gle going on, but it’s nothing that 
will divide us,” Faaroog told me. 
“Rocky's confrontation with Steve 
Austin has brought him to the 
forefront of the public’s attention. 
When we have our meetings, yes, 
he does try to take charge, and, in 
turn, | must put him back in his 
place. But | will say this: Rocky 
Maivia is a credit to The Nation of 
Domination, and | am certain that 
this little power trip he is currently 
on will end as he matures and set- 
tles into his place in our organiza- 
tion. | can’t see that taking too 
much longer.” 

Remember when Rick Rude 
was in ECW and was hired by 
heavyweight champion Shane 
Douglas to find him top chal- 
lengers. One night in October, 
Rude found Bam Bam Bigelow, 
one of Douglas’ stablemates in 
ECW’s Triple Threat at the time, 
and Bigelow trounced Shane for 


Rocky Maivia is by far the 
hottest wrestler in The Nation 
of Domination, but that doesn’t 
mean he’s ready to assume a 
role as leader of the group. 
Faaroog will make sure that 
doesn’t happen. 


the belt. Now with Rude having left 
for the NWO and Douglas having 
regained the title from Bam Bam, | 
wondered if the two former Triple 
Threat teammates had patched up 
their relationship. 

Bigelow made an effort to do so. 

“He won’t talk to me,” Bigelow 
says. “I tried to tell him it was just a 
business decision, but he doesn’t 
care. That’s fine with me. It just 
makes me realize that the friendship 
we had in that Triple Threat really 
didn’t exist on his part. That's okay. 
| don’t need him. | just need another 
match so | can get my title back.” 

“He could have had a great 
future with the Triple Threat,” said 
Douglas, “but it was his decision to 
break away from us. He got the 
belt for a month, but | hope that 
glory was worth it, because I'll 
never trust him again and |’m not 
going out of my way to give him 
title shots.” 

| was saddened to learn of the 
recent death of my old friend Stan- 
ley Blackburn. Stanley was a pro- 
moter in Amarillo, Texas, and 
became known worldwide when he 
was named president of the old 
American Wrestling, Association. He 
was the kind of president who when 
he made a decision, he stuck to it. 
Nothing any wrestler said or did 


would get him to change his mind. 

Blackburn was 80 years old at the 

time of his November 20 death. 
Promoter Jim Kettner is once 
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again in charge of the ECWA. He 
had been duped into selling a 
majority of stock in the company to 
rulebreaking manager The Master 
last year, During his time as owner, 
the evil Master fired several 
wrestlers and employees whom he 
didn’t like, 

Kettner put a stop to all that 
when he and Cheetah Master 
defeated The Master and Glen 
Osbourne in a steel cage match in 
Wilmington, Delaware. A prematch 
stipulation allowed him to regain 
control of his promotion ... On a 
negative note for ECWA fans, the 
very popular Boogie Woogie 
Brown was forced to leave for 60 
days after he lost a match to The 
Persian Prince due to interference 
from The Master. 

Music City Wrestling has had 
two major title changes: Terry 
Golden defeated Colorado Kid for 
the heavyweight title, while Shane 
Eden and Thrillbilly have upset 


A kick to the stomach from Glen Osbourne 
stunned Jim Kettner, but enough to cause 

' him and Cheetah Master to lose to Os- 
bourne and The Master in an ECWA cage , 
match. Kettner regained control of the pro- 


motion when his team won. 


PK AAA 
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The Centerfolds to take the tag 
team belts ... Brakus has debuted 
in ECW and is feuding with Taz ... 
Steven the Sweet Boy has cap- 
tured the Northern Championship 
Wrestling TV title from Black Eagle. 
Alexander the Magnificent, mean- 


while, has taken the NCW Inter-city. 


title from Marz ... C.W. Anderson 
pinned Steve Corino to win the 
NWA 2000 American Heritage title. 

After being attacked by Jac- 
quelyn in a ringside altercation, 
Jimmy Hart was miffed when he 
found out the federation plans to 
take no action against her. 

“| went right to J.J. Dillon and 
insisted that she be banned from 
ringside and heavily fined for 
accosting me,” Hart said. “Dillon 
must have something against me or 
something. He did nothing!” 

Dillon said that while he doesn’t 
condone what Jacquelyn did, he 
can’t sympathize with Hart be- 
cause the tapes of the match 
between Hart's Faces of Fear and 
Jackie’s Harlem Heat clearly show 
Hart trying to interfere on his 
team’s behalf long before Jac- 
quelyn attacked him. 

“After the second time he stuck 
his nose in, I'd had enough,” Jackie 
said. “It felt good to choke that little 
weasel!” 

November 29 was to be a grand 
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day for the legendary Killer 
Kowalski. The Massachusetts 
State Senate, thanks in part to the 
efforts of Sen. Robert Hedlund, 
had it declared Killer Kowalski Day 
in that state. At a ceremony held 
during a Century Wresiling Alliance 
card, Killer was given awards and 
greeted by friends and former stu- 
dents (he runs a wrestling school in 
Malden, Massachusetts). He even 
received telegrams from three of 
his most famous students, Perry 


NEXT ON RAW 
ns RICK RUDE... 


Saturn, Hunter Hearst Helmsley, 
and Chyna. 

But during the award ceremony, 
Tony Rumble and his Brother- 
hood gang (consisting of Eric 
Sbraccia, Tre, and Baldo) entered 
the ring to try to cause trouble. 
Rumble announced that he was 
sick of Kowalski after being on a 
promotional tour with him for three 
weeks. He went on to warn Killer 
that if he didn’t get out of the ring by 
the count of 10, he’d be dragged 
out by the Brotherhood. 

By the count of 11, Killer was still 
standing there. Rumble then threw 
a punch, but Kowalski blocked it, 
kicked Rumble in the gut, knocked 
him down, then began going after 
the rest of the Brotherhood. When 
the others fled, Kowalski applied his 
famed clawhold to Rumble’s stom- 
ach as the crowd cheered the 70- 
year-old on. 

Interviewed later, Kowalski said; 
“The entire day was a real treat for 
me. With all due respect to the fans, 
my former students, and Sen. 
Hedlund, though, the biggest treat 
of all was seeing Tony Rumble 
screaming in pain from my claw. 
That's a moment | will never forget!” 

That’s all for now. I’ll see you 
at ringside! Oo 
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FROM THE DESK OF... 


Stuart M. Saks 


he cover date on this issue 
may be April, but this is actu- 
ally our first issue of the 
year. And since PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED is the flagship of the 
London Publishing wrestling line, 
| thought this would be the appro- 
priate time and place to tell you 
about some of our big plans for 
not only PWi, but our entire family 
of magazines. 

Over the past few 
years, we have 
added substantially 
to our product line. 
We fiddled with the 
natural calendar and 
found a way to bring 
you an extra issue 
per year of our 
monthly titles (PW/, 
Inside Wrestling, and 
The Wrestler). Re- 
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cently, we increased the frequen- 
cies of both Wrestle America and 
Wrestling Superstars from four 
times a year to six. (And at the 
same time we revived our most 
controversial title, Wrestling Bad 
Guys, to run bi-monthly as Wrestle 
America’s “magazine within in a 
magazine.”) We debuted the ulti- 
mate wrestling reference tool, the 
PWI Almanac. We began publish- 
ing specials galore, including the 
PWI Annual, the PW! Interview 
Special, The Wrestler and Inside 
Wrestling Digests, and the Inside 
Wrestling Yearbook (with some 
incredible caricature work by Jason 
Gonlan). This year we have even 
more specials in mind, but I’d 
rather not tip our hand to our com- 
petition by revealing any specifics. 
1 can tell you this, though. Begin- 
ning at the end of February, we will 


begin publishing The Wrestling 
Analyst, a bi-monthly, full-color, 
heavy-stock magazine that you 
won't want to miss! 

Now, do we expect you to pur- 
chase everything we put out? That 
would be nice, but our main intent 
is to give you variety, and | think 
we have succeeded. What we real- 
ly need from you is your feedback. 
You have to tell us which specials 
you like and which ones you could 
do without. And, just as important, 
we encourage you to keep feeding 
us with ideas for different types of 
specials. The concept of the PW/ 
Interview Special, which has 
received nothing but glowing 
reviews, was actually suggested by 
a reader in our America Online 
PW/I folder. ; 

There is so much to look for- 
ward to as wrestling continues to 


The NWO promises to not only continue to terrorize WCW wrestlers in 1998, but also ies Bait, its own le 
and its sister publications have big plans for the new year as well. sr 


ascend the height 
of popularity last 

seen in the boon years 

of the 1980s. What’s in store for 
the NWO as it prepares for its own 
TV show and seeks title recogni- 
tion exclusive of World Cham- 
pionship Wrestling? Will the WWF 
continue to raise the bar of extrem- 
ism as it lowers its standards of 
decency? Will ECW continue to 
make strides in its quest to become 
a national player? 

These are just some of the 
questions we're sure to be tackling 
as 1998 progresses. But there will 
be so many more—questions that, 
as the year comes to an end, we 
probably couldn’t have imagined 
we'd be attempting to answer, As 
the year begins, let me assure you 
that we are gearing up at London 
Publishing to not only maintain the 
standard we long ago established 
in wrestling journalism, but to take 
it several steps forward. 

We've begun by adding several 
new members to our already formi- 
dable staff. You'll become familiar 
with the names Frank Krewda, Eric 
Raskin, and Joseph Santoliquito 
over the course of time. Each 
comes to London Publishing with 
an impressive background in either 
newspaper or magazine publish- 
ing, and each anxiously awaits the 
opportunity to make an impact on 
our family of magazines. | am also 
pleased to announce that by the 
time this magazine reaches you, 
Harry Burkett, one of our veteran 
senior writers, will have joined our 
Ambler, Pennsylvania, staff as a 
full-time editor. 

This staff will certainly have a 
difficult task in front of it. | don’t 
expect the new editors to become 
Dave Lenker or Brandi Mankiewicz 


‘We know that: a lot of ‘people: would like to see more repverage of wrestling in Japan, 
where athletes such as Taka Michinoku and The Great Sasuke have shined for 
years. You'll get that in this: pegeaie in’98. 


in a day, but | do semend that they 
quickly grasp the concepts by 
which these magazines built their 
reputation. And those concepts 
are: That we are accountable to 
our readers and our readers only. 
That we will maintain at all costs 
our independence from the sport's 
governing bodies. That we will be a 
watch dog for pro wrestling’s best 
interests. ~ 

In the months to come, you will 
see several new features in many 
of our magazines. One will deal 
with the multimedia and its impact 
on wrestling, another will explore 
wrestling in Japan and Mexico, yet 
another will be penned by an inde- 
pendent wrestler, as he lets you 
travel alongside him on the bumpy 
road to stardom. 

PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED and 
its sister magazines have always 
been about interaction. More than 
one person has told me that the 
best part of our year-end issues is 


the “Unofficial Official 
Awards” supplied by our 
readers. | agree. I’d like 
to see more participa- 
tion on your behalf. 
Did you ever stop and 
look at the names of 
the contributors to 
“Between Falls” in 
PWI or “Correspon- 
dents Reports” in The 
Wrestler? They repeat 
as often as Matt Brock 
after a kielbasa dinner. 
What that means is that 
if you have something 
intelligent to say about 
the sport or something 
you’ve seen in the maga- 
zine, or if you want to report 
on a wrestling card you've 
seen in person, drop it in the mail. 
There’s a good chance it will be 
printed. 

We’re ready for the new year. 
How about you? oO 
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BACK ISSUES OF PRO 


Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out on the excellence 
that has made PW/ the leader in wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR 
poster of one of your favorite wrestling stars, plus, beginning with the September 1990 issue, PW/ 
is packed with color in every issue! Quantities are limited, so order today! 


June 1983: Rick Martel In 1983: A Year Of Greatness ... Or 
Disaster? Centeriold: Cowboy Bob Orton, Plus: Midnight Rider- 
Sullivan, Kevin Von Erich, Jack Brisco, Slaughter-Wanz. 
February 1984: Greg “The Hammer” Valentine: Wrestling's 
Savage Genius. Centerfold; Jim Garvin & Sunshine, Plus: Super 
Destroyer, Harley Race, Abdullah the Butcher, JYO-Sawyer, Gary 
Hart. 


dune 1984: The Carnage Continues: Why The NWA Is Afraid 
To Stop Ted DiBiase. Centerfold: Dick Stater, Plus: Hulk Hogan, 
Magnum-ll, Patera & Blackwell-Rock ‘hn’ Rolls, One Man Gang. 
July 1984: Jimmy Valiant’s Message To The Fans; “It’s Time 
For You To Boogie Woogie!” Centerfold: Paul Bllering. Pius: 
Fabulous Ones-Rock ‘n’ Rolls, Junkyard Dog, Sheik Al-<aissie, 
Bary Windham. 

November 1984: Sgt. Slaughter; “| Pledge Allegiance To The 
Fans!” Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus; Superstar Graham, Road 
Wamiors, Kerry Von Erich, Windham & Rotundo-Mosca & Slater. 
December 1984: Do The Fans Expect Too Much From Barry 
Windham? Centerfold: Kerry Von Erich. Plus: Rick Martel, 
Wahoo MeDaniel, Tommy Rich, WWF vs. NWA. 

January 1985: Awesome Destruction! The Road Warriors 
Power To Their First World Title. Genterfold: Tito Santana. 
Plus: Billy Jack-Dory Funk Jr.. Michael Hayes, Austin idol. 
February 1985: AWA World Champion Rick Martel: Five 
Steps To Greatness. Centerfold: Magnum T.A. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Blanchard-Rhodes, Bob Backlund, Paul Ellering. 

April 1985: Jimmy Snuka: “I Want Piper!'—Even I It Kills 
The Tonga Kid. Centerlold: Ronnie Garvin, Plus; Flair-Rhodes, 
Terry Gordy, Jim Garvin, Road Warriors. 

September 1985: Magnum T.A.: He's Got Millions Of Fans, 
But He’s The Loneliest Man In Wrestling. Centerfold: Junkyard 
Dog, Plus: Hulk Hogan, Von Erich-Adams, Hacksaw Duggan. 
October 1985: Instant Stardom: Rick Steamboat Makes It Big 
In The WWF. Centerfold: Chris Adams. Plus: Road Warriors, 
Bruiser Brody, Nikita Koloff. 

January 1987; Great Scot! Rowdy Roddy Piper Turns Good. 
Centerfold: Fabulous Freebirds. Plus: Koloff-Magnum, Steve 
Sifppson, Jimmy Snuka. 

May 1987: Hulk vs. Andre? The WWF Braces For All-Out 
War! Centerfold: Steve Williams. Plus: Capt. Lou Albano, 
PWIUWF Toumey, Jim Comette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry Von Erich, 
June 1987: Magnum T.A.’s Message To The Fans: “Thank 
You For Your Prayers,” Centerfold: Hulk Hogan, Plus: Martel & 
Zenk, Hayes & Gordy, Scott Hall, Road Warriors. 

October 1987: Dump The Horsemen, Flair—A True 
Champion Stands On His Own. Centerfold: Ted DiBiase. Plus: 
Hogan-Steamboat, Steve Willams, NWA & WWF, 


November 1987: When The Going Gets Tough ... Will Nikita 


Koloff Turn Bad Again? Centerfold: George Steele. Plus: Road 
Warriors, Hulk Hogan, Jimmy Hart, Bary Windham, 

June 1988; Is The End Near For Hulk Hogan? Centarfold; Tully 
Blanchard. Pius: Midnight Rockers-Kelly & Kiniski, Al Perez, 
Dusty Rhodes, Magnificent Muraco. 

August 1988: Macho Madness—The Torch Is Passed. 


Centerfold; Al Perez. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Bruno Sammartino, 
Luger & Windham, Eddie Gilbert. 

November 1988; He's Back! But Is Savage's Belt Beyond 
Hulk's Reach? Centerfold; Midnight Express. Plus: Madusa- 
Hyatt, Rock 'n’ Rolls, Dusty Rhodes, Warlord & Barbarian-Ax & 
Smash, Kevin Von Erich & Jessica McClure, 

December 1988: The Four Horsemen's Revolving Door— 
Who's The Next To Go? Centerfold: Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: 
Jemy Lawler, Precious, Bam Bam Bigelow, Bruiser Brody, 
Intercontinental tag title, 

June 1989: Hogan vs. Savage—WrestleMania V Preview. 
Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. Plus: Dustin Rhodes, Road 
Wamiors, Larry Zbyszko, Rock 'n’ Rolls-British Bulldogs. 

July 1989: Rick Steamboat: “I'm Not A Real Champ Till | Beat 
Luger & Sting. Centerfold: Roddy Piper. Plus: Paul E. 
Dangerously, John Studd, Dallas Page, 
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August 1989: Super Sunday—Hulkamania Reborn! Ultimate 
Warrior Dethroned! NWA Stunner! Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: 
Steamboat-Fiair, Dusty Rhodes. 

September 1989 (Special Issue): Senational 10th 
Anniversary Issue, 12 Who Made A Difference, 10 Years Ago, 
Book Of Lists, Superstats, roundtable prass conference. 
October 1989: Muscle-For-Muscle, Who's More Awesome— 
Luger Or Hogan? Centerfold: Rick Rude. Plus: Sting, Jimmy 
Snuka, Lawier-Perez, Dallas Page, 

November 1989: Dusty Rhodes—Alone And In Danger. 
Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: Luger-Steamboat, Ultimate Warrior, 
Robert Fuller, Rick Steiner. 

December 1989; The Young & Restless: The NWA’s Fulure Is 
In Their Hands. Centerloid: Jimmy Snuka, Plus: Brutus 
Beefcake, Mil Mascaras, Blanchard & Anderson, British Brulsers. 
January 1990; Warrior's Next Victim: Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Ross, 
Midnight Express. 

February 1990: Luger’s Holiday Gift For Flair: Has The “Total 
Package" Wrapped Up The NWA Title? Centerfold: Bret Hart. 
Pius; Hulk Hogan, Woman, Hennig-Beeicake, Toni Adams. 
March 1990 (Special Issue): 1989—The Year In Wrestling. 
1989 In Review, Achievement ‘89 awards, Unotticial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1990, 

April 1990; PW! Wrestier Of The Decade: Why Lex Luger 
Couldn't Ruin Ric Flair's Greatest Day. Centerfold: Dusty 
Rhodes. Plus: Rockers, Hogan-Hennig, Jerry Lawler. 

May 1990; Hulk Hogan; Primed And Ready For WrestleMania 
VL Centerfold: Great Muta. Plus: Piper-Rude, Eric Embry, Rock 
'n’ Rolls, Sid Vicious, pain. 


June 1990: Hogan vs. Warrior: Why WrestleMania VI Won't 
Settle This Feud. Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Nikita Koloff, Comette- 
Rock 'n’ Rolls, Rhodes-Savage, Anderson-Sawyer, boxers vs. 
wrestlers. 

July 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total Package” 
Becomes The People’s Cholce. Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus: 
Skyscrapers, Bobby Heenan, Mr. Saito, referees. 

Septembet 1990: The Hulkster's Wrath: 7,000 Miles To 
Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The Steinors. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, 
Sting, Destruction Crew, Four Horsemen, Curt Hennig. 

October 1990: Sting’s Painful Lesson: You'll Have No 
Friends At The Top. Centerfold: Brutus Beefcake. Plus: 
Omdorff-Blanchard, Tugboat, Teddy Long, Ultimate Warrior, 
Road Warriors. 

November 1990: Sting Wins The NWA World Title! “if This Is 
A Dream, Don’t Wake Me." Centerfold: Road Warriors. Plus: 
Rude-Warrior, Ric Flair, Funk-Hansen, muscle and power. 
December 1990: New Blood—And Bad Blood—in The WWF. 
Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Four Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich, Doom, 
Eddie Gilbert, Sgt. Slaughter. 

February 1991: WrestleMania Vil Contest. Centerfold: 1991 
calendar. Plus; Sid Vicious, DiBiase-Rhodes, Scott Steiner, 
Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 

March 1991 (Special Issue); 1990—The Year In Wrestling. 
1990 In Review, Achievement '90 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1991, 

April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! Centerfold: Tom 
Zenk. Plus; Sting, Magnum T.A., Jesse Ventura, Lawler-Gilbert, 
Hogan & Warrior, 

May 1991: WrestleMania Vil Shocker! Who Is Secretly 
Plotting To Destroy Hulk Hogan Before March 24? Centerfold: 
Am Anderson. Plus: Rick Rude, Flair-Sting, Lou Thesz, Rick 
Steamboat, 

June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America’s Hero, Centerfold: Hacksaw 
Duggan. Plus: Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Nasty Boys, Steiners, 
Simmons-Reed. 

July 1991: The War Is Over! Hulk Hogan Liberates The WWF 
Belt From Sgt, Slaughter! Centerfold: Brian Piliman. Plus: 
Horsemen, Lex Luger, Eric Embry, Demolition, 

August 1991 (Special Issue): Supercards '91. Centerfold: Hulk 
Hogan. Plus: WrestleMania VII, WCW-New Japan, Ultimate 
Warrior, Owen Hart, Koloff-Luger. 

October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second Coming Of Hulk 
Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: Hogan-Slaughter, Terrence 
Taylor, Barry Windham, Williams-Bigelow. 

November 1991: Your Wedding Gift For Savage & Elizabeth: 
Help Lift The “Macho Man's” Suspension! Centerfold: Bobby 
Eaton. Plus: Tito Santana, Bushwhackers, Jushin Liger, Brian 
Pillman. 

December 1991: PW/ 500. Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. Plus: 
Ron Simmons, Johnny B. Badd, Flair-Hogan. 

January 1992: Ric Flair: He'll Make Hulk Hogan Look Like An 
Amateur. Centerfold: Ron Simmons. Plus: Rick Steiner, Ultimate 
Wamior, Lex Luger. 

February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? Centerfold: 
1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice-Roberts, hot prospects, Eddie 
Gilbert. 

March 1992 (Special Issue); 1991—The Year In Wrestling. 
1991 In Review, Achievement '91 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1992. 

April 1992; Outlook For Sting: Bright And Sunny; Forecast 
For Luger: Reign Ending! Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: Eaton & 
Anderson, Madusa, Jannetty-Michaels, WWF madness. 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is Super- 
Psyched For WrestleMania Vil! Centerfold: Rick Rude. Plus: 
Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & Fuller, Lightning Kid, Randy 
Savage, intimidation, 

June 1992: Exclusive PW/ Interview: Roddy Piper Speaks 
Out! Centerfold; Dustin Rhodes. Plus; Dangerously-Sting, 
Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, Randy Savage. 

duly 1992: The Best Of The Best—The Masters Of Their 
Cratt. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: Liger-Pillman, Jim 
Neidhart, U.S,-Japan, Ric Flair. 

August 1992 (Special Issue): WrestleMania Vill. Centerfold: 
Hulk Hogan. Pius: Ultimate Warrior, Randy Savage, Sting, Terry 
Taylor, Gilbert-Patriot, gore. 

September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't That Unlikely. 


Centerfold: Nikita Koloff. Plus: Steiners, Barry Windham, Sid 
Justice, Hodge & Weston, Shawn Michaels. 

October 1992: The Hatred Still Runs Deep: Ultimate Warrior 
vs. Randy Savage—They'll Settle Up At SummerSlam! 
Centerfold: Cactus Jack. Plus: Steve Williams, Tom Zenk, WWF 
November 1992: The British Bulldog: Hounding The Hitman. 
Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior. Plus: Honky Tonk Man, Steiners, 
Undertaker, Madusa, perfect wrestler. 

December 1992: PWI 500. Centerfold: Big Van Vader. Plus: 
Nailz-Bossman, Sid Justice, WCW rulebreakers. 

January 1993: New WWF World Champion Ric Fiair: His 
SummerSlam Plan Works To Perfection. Centerfold: Jeff 
Jarrett. Pius: Ron Simmons, Kerry Von Erich, Rude-Roberts- 
Steamboat. 

March 1993 (Special Issue); 1992—The Year In Wrestling. 
1992 In Review, Achievement '92 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1993. 

April 1993: The Steiners: Everything You Always Wanted To 
Know About Wrestling’s Most Awesome Tag Team. 
Centerfold: Barry Windham. Plus: Bob Backlund, Sting-Muta, 
Hawk & Sasaki, Davey Boy Smith. 

May 1993; WrestleMania Without Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
The Undertaker. Plus; Ron Simmons, Cactus Jack, Madusa- 
Shem, WCW-New Japan, Ultimate Warrior, 

April 1995: WWF Title Turmoil. Centerfold: Sabu, Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Jim Comette, Diesel, Alundra Blayze, Dusty-Dustin, Chris 
Candido. 

June 1995 (Special Issue): The 1995 PW/I Poll. Centerfold: The 
Undertaker, Plus: Steiners, Sting, Cactus Jack, Jim Comette, 
Bret Hart, Royal Rumble. 

July 1995; Hulk Hogan: “| Can't Take It Anymore!” Centerfold: 
Bam Bam Bigelow. Plus: Kevin Sullivan, USWA blood, Yokozuna, 
Savage & Sherri, revitalize the WWF. 

April 1996: WCW World Title Turmoil. Centerfold: The Kid. 
Pius: Hulk Hogan, Ahmed Johnson, Bob Armstrong, Michaels- 
Bret, Public Enemy. 

May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally Gone Too Far! 
Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Dreamer-Raven, 
Dan Sever, Ric Flair, Giant. 

July 1996: Is Shawn Michaels Leaving The WWF? Centerfold: 
Lex Luger. Plus: Goldust, Hulk Hogan, Giant, Ric Flair. 

August 1996 (Special Issue): WrestleMania XII. Centerfold: 
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Sunny. Plus: Shawn Michaels, 1-2-3 Kid, Jimmy Hart, Sting-Flair, 
Sandman & Hyatt, Steve Austin. 

September 1996: Kevin Nash—Great Expectations. 
Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior. Plus: Roddy Piper, Jerry Lawler, 
Steiners-Road Warriors, Public Enemy. 

October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant Be Ruined 
By His Own Success? Centerfold: Gokiust. Plus: Big Van 
Vader, Ric Flair, Bulkiog, Lex Luger. 

November 1996: Giant-Michaels: The War To End All Wars. 
Centerfold: Dreamer, Beulah, Kimona. Plus: Sunny, Bret Hart, 
World Peace Festival, Yoshi Kwan. 

December 1996: The Truth Hurts: Hulk Hogan Is Right! 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Undertaker-Bearer-Mankind, 


Sting, Ahmed Johnson, Col. Parker. 
ri 1996 (Special Issue): PWI 500. Centerfold: Shawn 
Michaels. 
January 1997: The NWO's Confidential Dream Roster. 
Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jr. Pius: Marc Mero, Lord Steven Regal, 
Shawn Michaels, PG-13. 
February 1997; Mr. Perfect: “Shawn Michaels Stole My Life.” 
Centerfold: “Psycho” Sid. Plus: Kroffat & Furnas, Vince 
McMahon, Randy Savage, New Razor & New Diesel. 
April 1997: How Winning The Title Saved Psycho Sid's 
Sanity. Centerfold; Hulk Hogan. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Jeff Jarrett, 
UnofficiaVOfficials, Chris Jericho. 
May 1997: March Madness. Centerfold: Benoit & Woman. Plus: 
Akira Hokuto, Roddy Piper, Gokdust, Giant. 
June 1997 (Special Issue): The 1997 PW/ Poll, Centerfold: 
Ahmed Johnson. Plu«: Bearer & Vader, Savio Vega, Piper- 
Hogan, Barely Legal!, Malenko-Dragon. 
July 1997; Steve Austin; Stone-Cold And Uncensored. 
Centerfold; Dallas Page. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Road Warriors, 
Nick Patrick, Eliminators. 
August 1997: (Special Issue): Supercards ‘97; WCW 
Uncensored, WWF WrestleMania XIII, ECW Barely Legal. 
Centerfold: Dennis Rodman & Hulk Hogan vs, Lex Luger. Plus: 
Kimberly, Public Enemy, managers. 
September 1997: N-W-Over? Centerfold: Bret Hart. Plus: Piper 
& Flair, Terry Funk, WWF World title, Steve Austin. 
October 1997: Shawn Michaels: Is His Heart Still In The 
WWF? Centerfold: The Giant. Plus: Ultimo Dragon, Kevin Nash, 
Big Van Vader, ECW. 
November 1997: WWF-WCW Death Match: PWI'S Plan To 
Prevent . Centerfold: Rob Van Dam. Plus: Debra & 
Jarrett, “Psycho” Sid, Giant & Page, Owen Hart, 
December 1997: Ken Shamrock’s Deadly Climb To The Top. 
Centerfold: Savage & Elizabeth, Plus: Perry Satum, WWF light 
heavys, NWO & Bischoff, Eddy Guerrero. 
Holiday 1997 (Special Issue): PWI 500. Centerioki: Dean 
Malenko. 
January 1998: Bagwell, Wright, & Jericho—The Real New 
World Order. Centerfold: Dude Love. Plus: The Giant, Shane 
Douglas, Shawn Michaels, Ahmed Johnson, 
February 1998: Sting vs. Hogan—The Match Of The Century! 
Centerfold: Hogan vs. Sting fight poster. Plus: 16-page Starrcade 
preview, Perry Satum, Dude Love. 
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Raow y Yao lot about Dick Shikat, who was 
hamp for nine-plus months in 1929-30 and 
early tWo months in 1936 ... or Gus Sonnenberg, 
( hampion nearly eight months in 1929 ... or 
ahoney, who was champ for most of the 

ond half of 1935 .. . or, well, you get my point.) 


S your answer to my original question would 
By Dave Lenker 9 your personal definition of unusual, but | 


asked! 10 long-time fans of the old NWA, at 
of them would reply “Shohei ‘Giant Baba.” 


be remembered for his unusual 
physique. He stands 6'9" and 
weighs 283 pounds and just looks, 
well, odd. He will also be remem- 
bered as a man who held the NWA 
championship three times from 1974 
to 1980 for a total of 20 days. 
Tommy Rich still gets questioned 
about his one four-day reign in 
1981, but wouldn’t you think that 
any man good enough to win the 
NWA World title three times would 
be able to have at least one reign 
lasting longer than a week? Giant 
Baba never held the belt for more 
than seven days at a time. 

You’re probably wondering why 
I’m writing about Baba at all. Well, 
he’s not retiring and he’s not dead, 
and I’m not looking for anyone to 
criticize. Quite the contrary. I’m 
saluting Baba because around the 
time you're reading this, Baba will 
be celebrating his 60th birthday. 
Sixty years old, 37 years into his 
pro career, and still very active. 
How many times has this magazine 
saluted Terry Funk, who’s now 53, 
or Antonio Inoki, who’s about to 
turn 55, for remarkable victories 
over younger, stronger, and faster 
opponents? 

We haven’t paid tribute to Baba, 
but maybe we should. He’s been the 
driving force behind All-Japan Pro 
Wrestling since it was formed in 
1972 and has won dozens of titles in 


Giant Baba was executing choke-slams long before it was an “in” thing to doin _. " 
wrestling, The three-time former NWA World champion recently celebrated his 60th his homeland. And he still wrestles a 
birthday and is still very active inside the ring. lot. He doesn’t get into as many sin- 
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gles battles with significantly younger stars as his New 
Japan. counterpart, Inoki, but he’s still a tremendous 
athlete. He prefers tag team competition now, and his 
teams win far more often than they lose. 

Happy 60th to one of the true Giants of this sport. 


SIGN THE BEAN, VINCE! 


lf you haven't read the cover story of this issue 
(“The DeGeneration X Debate: Will They Save Or 
Ruin The WWF?”) on page 28, please do so before 
reading the rest of this column. 

Go ahead ... | can wait. 

Okay, you probably had an opinion on whether 
DeGeneration X was good or bad for the WWF before 
you read it, but | hope our story gave you a few new 
things to think about. Here’s my opinion on DX: I’m 
against it. Other than the fact that Shawn Michaels is 
a phenomenal wrestler, Hunter Hearst Helmsley is a 
good wrestler, and Chyna is probably tough enough to 
beat a lot of the wrestlers in the WWF, I’m not 
impressed by anything the group does. 

But enough about DX. I'd rather talk about someone 
who is about as close to the antithesis of DX as you 
can get: Butterbean! He belongs in the WWF full-time. 

Seriously. : 

Controversial? Not the Bean. He’s married to a 
woman he began dating when he was in sixth grade. 
Lewd? Not the Bean. He says he likes to go out and 
meet his fans and sign autographs for them after his 
fights. Offensive? Not 
the Bean. When Marc 
Mero first confronted him 
about looking at Sable, 
the Bean seemed gen- 
uinely upset that Mero 
would even think that he 
would do such a thing. 

Could you see the 
Bean stripping down to 
his underwear in the ring 
after losing a game of 
strip poker on Raw Is | ™ 
War? | know, | wouldn’t | 
want to see that, either! | © 

But if Butterbean ever | 
became a key player in 
the WWF, you wouldn’t 
have to worry about that 
happening, because the 
Bean isn’t the kind of 
guy who would do such 
things. When asked 
about the Butterbean 
craze by Nigel Collins, : 


azine, in an interview conducted in 1996, the Bean 
replied, “The only thing | can come up with is that I’m 
just a regular, everyday, working-class person who is 
doing something that all the people who come to 
watch wish they were doing. They respect it because | 
go out there and fight.” 

That's what the WWF needs: a few more athletes 
without attitude problems. 

| really enjoyed watching Butterbean box Mero at 


the December DeGeneration X pay-per-view, but what 


I'd really like to see is Butterbean wrestling Mero. Let 
him take off the gloves and hit Mero with some 
clotheslines and bodyslams. 

What, you don’t think the Bean would make a good 
wrestler? Steve McMichael made the transition from 
football player to wrestler smoothly. Reggie White did 
okay in his one wrestling match. Same for Dennis 
Rodman. Collins told me he thought the Bean would 
make a terrific wrestler, and how many tough guys in 
the WWF do you think would get up after, say, a 
Butterbean powerslam? That's a lot of power! 

Collins also told me that the Butterbean craze is 
nearly over in boxing, so now would be the perfect 
time for him to make the jump. 

If he did, maybe he could pound Michaels and 
Helmsley and Goldust and a few other WWF stars. 
Maybe he could help make the WWF into a family-ori- 
ented organization again. That’s what I’d like to see 
happen. 

Sign the Bean, Vince! Oo 


ad 


editor-in-chief of our sis- Butterbean has gotten himself caught in the middle of an ugly dispute between Sable and Marc 
ter publication KO Mag- Mero. He is still a boxer right now, but wouldn't he look good as a full-time WWF wrestler? 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions 
expressed in this column are those of 
the letter writers and Brandi Man- 
kiewicz herself. They do not neces- 
sarily reflect the editorial views of 
this magazine.) 


EMEMBER WHEN JIM 
R Ross was the voice of rea- 

son—first on WCW broad- 
casts, then on WWF broadcasts. 
He always had that straightfor- 
ward, unbiased style that he com- 
bined with some folksy humor; it 
made him pleasing to the ear. 

Now Ross is a corporate muck- 
ety-muck who regularly shills for 
anything WWF. Now I realize that 
this is basically one of his func- 
tions. I do not take issue with that 
job duty. I have a different problem 
with ol’ JR. It’s his obsession with 
animals. 

Follow me if you can. Ross 
makes regular references to whip- 
ping someone like a “government 
mule,” Big Van Vader is a 
“mastodon” and a “kodiak bear.” 
Steve Austin is a “rattlesnake.” 
Jim Neidhart is a “rhino.” The list 
goes on, but this is a mere sam- 
pling from the Stamford City Zoo. 
Maybe we now know to whom 
Marlon Perkins was referring to 
when he spoke of his partner, Jim. 
Just thought I'd share this little 
observation with you. 

And remember, I am not an ani- 
mal. I am your champion. 
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If you wish to 
contribute to 
Brandi’s mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE 
Box 1148 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Or send e-mail to: 
TopRopePWi@aol.com 


Dear Brandi, 

Please allow me to impart some 
knowledge to the many readers. There 
has been much use of the “place your 
name here” 3:16, but I don’t know if 
many people realize the true Biblical 
reference, assuming they are referring 
to John 3:16. Is it yet another unpro- 
fessional, ignorant promotional tactic 
by the WWF? At least Jake Roberts 
used his snake’s name, Revelations, in 
a tasteful and respectful way. 

JEFF KING 
London, Ontario 
Dear Jeff: 

I love it when people combine 
devout religion with overbearing 
pretentiousness. “Austin 3:16” was 


I'm getting tired of seeing Austin 3:16 plastered all over 
merchandise in the WWF, and | wish people would stop 
making signs with 3:16 on them. Show a little originality for 
a change! 


originally a response to the 
hypocrisy of a wrestler who 
preached about love and charity, 
then climbed through the ropes and 
tried to tear someone’s head off. I’m 
not sure wrestling and religion are a 
great mix, but the way I see things, 
Mr. King, you have two options: 
Either deal with all the 3:16 signs 
and references or simply change the 
channel. And as far as Jake’s 
Revelation goes, wasn’t it a snake 
that caused all of our problems in 
the first place? 


Dear Brandi, 

Tonight on Monday Nitro I was sur- 
prised by an appearance by Rick Rude. 
This, of course, was a shocker, as I 
thought Rude was still in the WWF. 
Then I got an even bigger surprise 
later, when who should appear on Raw 
with DeGeneration X but Rick Rude. 
And with a beard no less, This tells me 
that Raw is not live, and that they take 
us wrestling fans for fools! I feel that 
PWI should let the fans know of this 
trickery and have the WWF ensure us 
fans that this type of chicanery will not 
happen again. 

MATTHEW DOHERTY 
KXJJ40B@prodigy.com 
Dear Deep Throat: 

You may have exposed the scam 
of the century. Obviously you are 
only seratching the 
surface in this scan- 
dal. You, my friend, 
are a true pioneer. 
Forget Woodward. 
Forget Bernstein. 
Forget Geraldo and 
his vault. Shout it 
from the rooftops. 
Matthew Doherty 
has discovered that 
Raw is sometimes 
taped. Welcome, 
Matthew. Welcome 
to the world of the 
conscious. 


Dear Queen Brandi, 

I want to talk about 
the cheap shot Vince 
gave Bret Hart when 
he couldn’t defend 


Rick Rude is a smart 
guy and a clever guy, 
but even he can't ap- 
pear live on Nitro and 
Raw on the same night. 
But he can appear.on 
both shows if one of 
them isn’tlive. Is that so 
hard to understand? 


himself. If anyone watches the replay 
of Survivor Series, you see Bret never 
gives up, attempts to break the “sharp- 
shooter,” and continues to wrestle. As 
soon as the bell rings, both wrestlers 
immediately go to Vince and ask why 
he stopped the match. Note, this is the 
first time Shawn does not celebrate 
after winning the title. Even though 
you and IJ hate him, Shawn is a perfec- 
tionist in the ring, and he knew that the 
win he took wasn’t convincing enough 
to fool anyone. 
RYAN ERICKSON 
Aurora, IL 
Dear Ryan: 

Get off my side. Let’s make one 
thing perfectly clear: The only thing 
that Shawn Michaels is a perfection- 
ist at is relinquishing belts with fake 
tears in his eyes. The reason he 
didn’t celebrate the victory was that 
he was looking to get out of Dodge 
with his title and teeth intact. He 
would have done anything to beat 

. Bret yet again for the belt. He is a 
paper champion and a horrible rule- 
breaker. Yeah, Vince did it. But if 
you don’t believe that Yawn was in 
on it, you’re as stupid as—well, as 
he is. 


Queen Brandi, 

After watching the 
past couple of editions of 
WWE Raw, I became dis- 
gusted from what I have 
seen. “Stone-Cold” Steve 
Austin is now asking 
| fans for his approval to 
kick Rocky Maivia’s 
butt? Is this the same 
“Stone-Cold” who said 
he would never care what 
the fans think? How can 
| he? Doesn’t he know he 
wont get any further by 
now asking for the fans’ 
approval? I would never 
imagine he would say 
these words: “Say ‘Hell, 
yeah’ if you want me to 
} kick Rocky’s butt!” Say 
it ain’t so, “Stone-Cold”! 

DINO ORFANOS 
Montgomery, NY 
Dear Dino: 

If there ever was a 
rulebreaker who truly betrayed his 
people, it’s Austin. The consummate 
rulebreaker turned good by default 
when the fans started to cheer for 


his talent rather than his tactics. 
Austin took it the wrong way and 
started donning merchandise that 
bore his likeness. Hulk turned bad 
and there was a mass uproar. Austin 
turned good and fans rejoiced. 
Hypocrites. Of course he’s worried 
about what fans think. All he cares 
about now is his image. 


Dear Brandi: 

Have you ever heard of New Wave 
Championship Wrestling? I guess they 
are a new group in Michigan, and they 
have flyers everywhere and a website. 
They are pretty good for a bunch of 
unknown wrestlers. Ever hear of ’em? 

DAWN MARIE & ROB TEET 
Riverview & Lincoln Park, MI 
Dear Dawn and Rob: 

First of all, I’ve never heard of 
New Wave, but feel free to send me 
tapes. I’m responding to your let- 
ter for one reason and one reason 
only. I know that wrestling fans 
tend to congregate in masses, but 
the idea of them reproducing is 
truly scary. Dawn and Rob, there 
are other fishes in the sea, not to 
mention cousins. a 


That Shawn Michaels-Bret Hart match at Survivor Series might go down as the most 
controversial match ever. it’s nice to know that the only way Shawn could “beat” Bret 
in this bout was by getting help from Vince McMahon. 


A APRIL/1998 & 17 


R F Video Presents... 


Bloodbaths, Brawls and Women 


Here they are...The best and the bloodiest 
bouts from the legendary ECW. Now all 
the table-smashing, skull-splitting 
mayhem of the world’s most extreme 
wrestling league is yours to own and 
watch whenever you want. Over 10,000 
saavy fans receive the RF Video Update 
each month, and these are the top-rated 
tapes. Check ‘em out during this special 
introductory offer, and find out what 
makes ‘em so hot. 

ECW TY 16 Sandman vs. Cactus Jack (3 
matches), Raven vs. Dreamer, Melanie ys. 
Guerrero, Benoit and Melanie vs. Mikey and 
Norman Smiley, Raven and Richards vs. 
Dreamer and Mikey. 


ECW TY 17 Sandman vs. Cactus (Barbed 
Wire Match), Sandman vs. Shane Douglas, 
Beulah vs. Luna Vachon, Public Enemy vs. 
Pitbulls, and the ECW debut of the Gangstas. 


ECW TV 18 Raven and Richards beating 
Public Enemy for the Tag Titles, Taz ys. 2 Cold 
Scorpio, Taz and Eddy Guerrero vs. Melanie 
and Scorpio (twice), Cactus and Dreamer and 
Pitbulls vs. Raven and Richards and Dudleys. 
Cactus and Melanie and Scorpio vs. Steiner 
and Guerrero, Public Enemy vs. Gangstas. 


ECW TY 20 Melanie vs. Guerrero (Final 
ECW Match), Francine vs, Beulah (Cat Fight), 
Raven and Richards vs. Pitbulls, Steiners vs. 
Scorpio and Benoit, Raven and Richards ys. 
Pitbulls (Double Dog Collar Match), 


ECW TY 21 Steiner and Taz ys. Eliminators 
and Scorpio, Steve Austin imitating Hulk 
Hogan, Rey Misterio Jr, Vs. Psicosis (twice), 
Public Enemy and Mikey vs. Sandman and 
Scorpio and New Jack (Cage Match). 


ECW TV 22 Public Enemy vs. Gangstas, Taz 
and Rick Steiners vs. Eliminators. Cactus vs. 
Dreamer, Misterio Jr, and Konnan ys. LaParka 
and Psicosis, Sandman vs. Mikey. 

ECW TY 23 Cactus and Raven ys, Dreamer 
and Funk, Heavenly Bodies debut in ECW, 
Konnan ys. Jason, Mikey vs. Misteria Jr., Steve 
Austin vs. Mikey (twice), Sabu returnto ECW. 


Send Me: 
JECW 25 
OECW 26 
ECW 27 
DEcW 2° 
DOECW 29 
DIECW 30 
CIECW 3] 
DIECw 32 
DECW 33 


OlECW 16 
CO] ECW 17 
DO ECW 18 
CO Ecw 19 
OU ECW 20 
OECW 21 
O ECW 22 
C1 ECW 23 
CO ECW 24 


OECW 34 
CECW 35 
DIECW 36 
CECW 37 
1 ECW 38 
O ECW 39 
ClECW 40 
D ECW 41 
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Address 


City State Zip 


Mail Order Form To: RF Video PO Box 797 Langhorne, PA 19047 


ECW TY 24 Steve Austin and Mikey and 
Sandman (3 way dance), Misterio Jr. Vs. 
Psicosis (Mexican Death Match), Raven vs. 
Dreamer, Public Enemy vs, Heavenly Bodies, 
Shane Douglas returns to ECW. 


ECW TV 25 Eliminators vs, 911 and Rey 
Misterio Jr, Konnan vs. Sandman (Bloodbath), 
Sabu vs. Steve Richards, Rob Van Dam vs. Axl 
Rotten, Scorpio vs. Mikey, Sabu vs, Van Dam, 
Misterio Jr. ys. Juventud Guerrera, Headhunt- 
ers return, Sandman vs. Raven. 


ECW TY 26 Raven and Richards vs. Dreamer 
and Douglas, Brian Pillman debuts in ECW. 
Headhunters vs. Bruise Brothers, Raven ys, 
Douglas (Pillman runs in). Sabu vs. Scorpio, 
Eliminators and Richards ys. Pitbulls and 
Francine (Triple Dog Collar Match). 


ECW TY 27 Headhunters vs. Gangstas, 
Cactus vs. Chris Jericho, Misterio Jr. vs. 
Guerrera (2 matches), Cactus vs. Mikey 
(Cactus’ last ECW match). Gangstas - 
Eliminators Brawl) 


ECW TY 28 Rayen and Bruise Brothers ys. 
Dreamer, Douglas and Sandman. Sabu vs. 
Mikey, Taz vs. Jericho, Pitbulls and Dreamer 
vs. Bruises and lee, Dreamer vs. Lee, Raven vs. 
Douglas. 


ECW TV 29 Sabu vs VanDam, Douglas vs. 
Scorpio, Taz vs. Scorpio, Jericho vs, Mikey, 
Jericho vs. Scorpio, Eliminators and Lee ys. 
Dreamer and Gangstas. 


ECW TV 30 Brian Lee and Bruise Brothers 
ys. Dreamer and Pitbulls, Raven vs. Pitbull 2, 
VanDam vs. Mikey, Douglas vs. Pitbull 2, 
Sandman vs Richards. 


ECW TY 31 Jericho vs. Pitbull #2, Dreamer 
vs. Lee (Weapons Match), Gangstas vs. 
Elimina’ .s, Sabu vs. VanDam, Eliminators vs. 
Sabu and Mikey, Jerico vs. Douglas vs. Pitbull 
#2 vs. Scorpio (4 Way Dance). 


ECW TV 32 Sabu vs. Louie Spicolli, 
Sandman ys. Richards, Eliminators vs. Okano 
and Yamada, Dreamer vs. Raven from Japan, 
Shane Douglas vs. Pitbull #2, anda 4-way 
dance for the Tag Titles. 


Tape prices 

I for $20, 2 for $35, 3 for $50, 4 for $65, 
5 for $80, 6 for $95, 7 for $110, 8 for 
$125, 9 for $140, 10 for $155. 
BONUS - Buy more than 10 tapes at 
once from this ad ~ all tapes after 10 will 
be $10 each, 
(4 Enclosed is my check or money order 
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‘Expiration Date 


Credit Card Number 
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Website: wrestlingnews.com/rfvideo 


ECWTY 33 Doug urnas vs. VanDam, Taz vs. 
Dreamer, Lee vs. Terry Gordy (Bad Street 
Match), Dudley vs. Axl and D-von Dudley. 


ECW TV 34 Sabu and VanDam vs. Furnas 
and Kroffat ( 30 minute draw) Taz vs. Johnny 
Smith, Eliminators and Lee ys, Dreamer and 
Gordy and Steve Williams, Douglas vs, Pitbull 
#2, Lee and Richards vs, Dreamer and 
Sandman (Ultimate Jeopardy). 


ECW TV 35 Jericho vs, Scorpio, Eliminators 
ys. Gangstas, Taz vs. Guido (Shoot Fight), 
Sandman vs. Scorpio, Douglas vs, Dreamer, 
Sabu and VanDam vs. Kroffat and Furnas, 


ECW TV 36 ECW Royal Rumble, Douglas 
and Francine vs. Dreamer and Beulah, Taz ys. 
VanDam, Raven vs. Mikey, Raven v. Sandman, 
Candito vs. VanDam. 


ECW TY 37 Gangstas ys. Morton and Rich, 
Raven vs. Sandman (Texas Death Match), 
Raven ys. Sandman (Hair vs. Belt), Raven vs. 
Steve Williams, Funk ys. Brian Lee. 


ECW TV 38 Funk vs. Tommy Rich, Sabu and 
VanDam vs. Eliminators (Tables and Ladders), 
Dudleys vs. Gangstas, Funk and Dreamer vs 
Lee and Raven, Lance Storm vs. Balls 
Mahoney. 


ECW TV 39 Taz ys. VanDam, Funk vs. Brian 
Lee, Balls vs. Sandman (Twice), Funk ys, Axl 
Rotten, Sabu ys. Spike Dudley, Raven and 
Shane vs. Dreamer and Funk, Great Sasuke 
and Hamada and nanina vs Taka and Men’s 
Tech and Dick Togo (Michinoku Pro G-Man), 


ECW TY 40 Preview of “Barely Legal”, 
Eliminators vs. Dudleys ys. Gangstas (3 Way 
Dance), Video clips of “Barely Legal”, Rob 
Van Dam vs. Pitbull #2, and the Evolution of 
Mr, Monday Night. 


ECW TV 41 Gangstas vs. Dudleys vs. 
Eliminators ( 3 Way Dance), Bam Bam 
Bigelows return to ECW, Rude’s debutas TV 
commentator, Sabu and Van Dam ys, Taz and 
Candito, Dreamer ys. Spicolli, Sandman vs. 
Balls. Raven and Richards ys. Funk and 
Dreamer. 


ORDER BY PHONE 


215-949-9502 
Lines open 24 hours a day. 
VISA, MasterCard, American 
Express and Discover only. 


FREE BONUS 
BEULAH PIC! 

She’s hot.. And she’s 
yours with any order 
of 4 tapes or more. 


ee 
pal Put me on your mailing list. 


I'm not ready to order now, but put meon the 
list to receive a FREE RF Video Update every 
month. 
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The ee said way back in November that Bret Hart 
d 


had already Committed to their group. That was a lit- 

tle premature. We think he'll soon be clashing with a 
_ s few NWO members. Maybe old WWF rivals such as 
: Scott Hall (above) and Curt Hennig. 


pe. 
, 


Kevin Nash snapped after 
Bret beat him for the WWF 
World title at Survivor Series 
1995. He'll want another shot 
at pounding the “Hitman.” It's 
just a question of when. 


Lex Luger hated Bret 
when he first came 
across him in the WWF. 
He says he'll be able to 
get along fine with him 
in WCW as long as Bret 
doesn’t try to take over. 
We'll see about that. 


Hart won his first WWF 
World title by defeating 
Ric Flair. After Flair left 
again for WCW, Hart 
had some unflattering 
things to say about the 
“Nature Boy.” Don’t 
think that Flair has for- 
gotten that. 
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T IS SAID that the quality of a man’s life is measured by the degree to which he is 
loved. Even in death, Brian Pillman today remains so beloved by triends, family, co- 
1 workers, and fans that it seems unfair to characterize an often incredibly ditficult life 

as anything but rich. : . 

Pillman’s October 5 death shocked the wrestling community. Pillman “was so ‘young, 
so vital, as spirited as a child who knows his world only as a playland. He had overcome 
more hardship in 35 years than most people bear in a lifetime. He died not trom an 
overdose of the prescription medication he used to quash the agonizing pain of an ankle 
injury that had never fully healed. Nor did he submit to the throat cancer he had battled 
all through his youth. Not even a horrible car accident nearly two years ago could extin- 
guish the burning flame in Pillman’s soul. Brian Pillman died because his heart—so full 
of love—simply gave out. Arteriosclerotic heart disease claimed Pillman. 

His legacy? First, there is the public figure, the maniacal wrestler. But anyone who 
follows the sport knows about that. 

What Brian Pillman truly leaves behind is not noted in any book of facts, His gift to 


,the world remains in Walton, Kentucky. There you will find his widow, Melanie, 32, 


daughters Alexis, 14, and Brittany, 7, and sons Jesse, 8, and Brian Jr., 4. Another of 
Brian’s daughters, Danielle, lives in Cincinnati, with her mother, one of Pillman’s ex-girl- 
friends. And Melanie is, also pregnant with her second child by Brian. 

Life goes on for the Pillman family. Melanie is fulfilling a personal.dream: She is a 
full-time journalism student at Northern Kentucky University. Tomorrow she might write 
a book; today she pens journals of her husband‘s life. She will pass these on to her kids. 
The bills are being met. The WWF, she said, promised to' pay Brian’s salary through: the 
end of 1997, and she will receive almost $2,000 a month in Social Security. There is 
also a $135,000 life insurance policy that will be invested. 

Two days before Thanksgiving, Senior Writer Bryan Ethier spoke at lengtlt with 
Melanie Pillman about her husband's life, death, and how the family is coping. 
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BRYAN ETHIER: Brian’s voice is still 
on the tape on your telephone 
answering machine. How come? 
MELANIE PILLMAN: When I call 
home for messages and stuff, | just 
like to hear his voice. Other people 
are getting freaked out by it, but 
that’s their problem. It’s my phone. 
ETHIER: He seems to still touch peo- 
ple on many levels, even after his 
death. 

PILLMAN: Oh, sure. He was never 
the type of person you’d expect to 
die. He just wasn’t. He had been 
through so much in his life, and he 


@ GThere’s always 
times when I’m 
fempted to just 
lose it and start 

freaking out, and 
then | just go, ‘No, 
no, | can’t do that. 
if | go there, 
I might not 
come back.’ 9 9 


was such a presence ... He’d been 
through so many things and he’d 
come out smelling like a rose so 
many times. You just assumed that if 
God didn’t have a plan for him that 
he would have died already. There 
were so many times that he could 
have died, going from the time he 
was a baby up until the car accident. 
It confused me more than anything 
what was God's plan after all this. | 
just thought it was strange to put him 
through all that; he was a presence 
and is a presence, and sometimes it 
doesn’t even seem like he’s gone. 
ETHIER: How is that? 

PILLMAN: We were used to him 
traveling, and sometimes he’d go to 
Japan for three weeks. The thing 
about it is the phone calls. He would 
call every day. There’s still just so 


much stuff around, tapes and pic- eat? ISSUE, 
tures. The whole house is full of stuff ; : 
to do with him. It just hasn’t sunk in 
all the way, I think. : 
, | | jam y _ 
ETHIER: Do you keep thinking it’s just PRO WRESTLING 


an extended road trip and he'll come IL LUSTE TAT 1) will 
Din Le 


walking through the door any day? 
PILLMAN: Yeah, there’s a part of me par tic Cipat d in an 
incisive pres: 


that thinks that. Then there’s a sensi- 
ble part that knows that it’s final and 
conierence with d 
top Wresuing Star. 


he’s not coming back. | never envi- 
sioned him dying or anything. | 
always assumed he’d always be 

The quesuons Will 
pe aemanding. 
And tie answers 


around. He wasn’t someone you 
could shut up easily or stop from 
Will Feveal| tie 


doing something he was trying to do. 
Hevhad/all these grand schemes and 
plans. He was just so much a part of 
life. | always saw us growing old and 
doing the things we talked about 
doing. It was just such a shock and 
such a bizarre thing. 


- 


ETHIER: You sound like you were a Tle ErmMOoSt 

romantic couple. 

PILLMAN: In a ’90s kind of way. We (Ou Git iS OF tHe 

sort of had the Brady Bunch going ’ 
on. He had two kids by two different gian ts OF tne Sport. 


women; I had two kids by two differ- 
ent men when | met him. But neither 
one of us had married anybody. 
We were just kind of winging 
it with our kids. Nobody 
really understood, nobody 
wanted to take on kids by 
other people. | was in the 
entertainment business (a 
dancer), and so was he. | 
understood his business, 
he understood mine. 
There were just so many 
factors we had going for 
us. | understood the dif- 
ficulties of having kids 
because | had mine and 
he had his own. So when 
we came together, it was 
sort of like bringing these 
families together and creat- 
ing one big unit. 

ETHIER: How did you main- 
tain a bond when you often 
were at opposite ends of the 
country? 

PILLMAN: I’m from Atlanta, 
and when | first met him, he 
was with WCW, and most 
everything was done in 


Childrey S Charity 


TELETHON ‘9> 


Brian Pillman was a very charitable man and was sensitive to the needs of children and those with 
problems. Here he signs an autograph at a 1992.Variety Club charity fundraiser in Philadelphia. 


and/or around there. | saw him all 
the time; | would go on road trips 
with him because they wouldn’t be 
long—a couple hours from Atlanta. 
Whenever he did TV tapings, which 
was several times a month, he was in 
Atlanta. He was worried about one 
of his little girls; one of the mothers 
had depression and was really 
messed up. He wanted to move up 
here (northern Kentucky) to see if we 
could create a family up here and 
bring everyone together in one house 
pretty much. Except his other daugh- 
ter, who would visit. We pretty 
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much took over the care for Brittany, 
and then her mother later killed her- 
self. Then | adopted her, after her 
mother died. We had pretty much 
raised her ... then we moved up 
here. He was still with WCW; they 
mostly just did TV, and they quit the 
road for a while. He would leave at 8 
o’clock in the morning, fly down (to 
Atlanta) for the TV, and be back that 
night. Then he got into negotiations 
for a contract (with the WWE), and 
he got into a car accident. He was 
out of work for nearly a year ... Even 
though the WWF paid him, and he 


was home all the time. | was waiting 
on him hand and foot; he milked that 
ankle thing for everything he got out 
of it. It was a horrible injury. So we 
had a lot of time together. It wasn’t 
until he started his schedule with the 
WWF that we started to really not 
see each other as much. That was a 
problem for us, because we really 
had it easy for the most part. Then 
when we got married and we had lit- 
tle Brian, | quit working for the most 
part. Things really started getting 
hard for him when he had to go back 
to the WWF. That's no reflection on 


the WWF—the company treated him 
like a king. 

ETHIER: As a parent, the first thing | 
think of when another parent dies is 
the welfare of the children. How have 
they coped with the loss of their 
father? » 

PILLMAN: That upset me more than 
anything. | knew I could deal with it 
because I’m an adult and | have no 
choice. But to think of all those 
years, and especially little Brian, who 
really was the apple of his father’s 
eye. He wanted a boy so bad, and 
when he got his boy, especially with 
it being his and my only biological 
child together, he was just ecstatic. 
All he did was play with him all the 
time. And little Brian is having a hard 


time with it. He seems to understand 
it, but then he’ll say, “Daddy’s com- 
ing home, Mommy. You're lying. 
He’s going to come home and wres- 
tle with me.” | have to explain that 
he’s not. He doesn’t seem to get it. 
He went to the funeral and every- 
thing, but | don’t think he accepts it 
all the way. 

ETHIER: How do you communicate 
the concept of death to Brian Jr. and 
the rest of your family? 

PILLMAN: We just explained it to 
them. When they had questions, we 
just kept explaining the exact cir- 
cumstances. They go to a Christian . 
school, so they teach there what 
happens when you die ... He seems 
to understand his dad is with the 
angels in heaven. Brittany’s pretty 
much set him straight, because 
Brittany was getting ready to turn 
five when her mother died. She went 
to the funeral. We were advised to 


The relationship 
between Pillman 
and Steve Austin 
was often a 
volatile one 
(above), but Austin 
was deeply sad- 
dened by the 
death of the man 
who uSed to be his 
tag team partner in 
The Hollywood 
Blonds. 
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tell her everything. When they learn 
stuff as they get older, they feel 
betrayed that you didn’t tell them the 
truth. We just wanted to tell her the 
truth—her mother had shot herself, 
and the reason she had done it was 
because she was depressed and sad. 
She had a million questions; now she 
seems to have an understanding and 
acceptance of it. So when Brian died, 
she was hysterical at first. She talked 
to Little Brian, “No he isn’t coming 
back, and we have to go on with our 
lives. He’s watching over us from 
heaven.” Little Brian will answer, 
. “Yes, he is [coming back].” And 
Brittany will say, “No, he’s not. My 
mom died, and she’s never come 
back, and | know she’s not going to 
come back.” 
ETHIER: You have Brian’s ashes in an 
urn on your desk? 
PILLMAN: They’re sitting right in 
front of me, yeah. (Laughs) 
ETHIER: Why? 
PILLMAN: | thought the ashes were 
going to have some great meaning. | 
kept one-half of them, and the other 
half | still have in a plastic box from 
the crematorium. I’m supposed to 
spread them over the Grand Canyon 


Being a great father 
meant so much to 
Brian Pillman, says 
his widow, Melanie. In 
these shots we see 
him lovingly holding 
Brian Jr. (above) and 
Danielle (right). 
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because that’s what we decided we 
were going to do. But we were going 
to hopefully have it done together 
and have our ashes mixed together 
when we died old. When | went to 
get his ashes, it was like a week later, 
because they have to be sent back or 
whatever, and | went, and the 
strangest thing was Steve Austin and 
him were really close. They called 
each other all the time; they were 
like best friends. He did not come to 
the funeral. During the days sur- 
rounding Brian’s death, my phone 
got put on fax, and | got this fax from 
Steve saying that he was not going to 
make it, and that was pretty much all 
the fax said. | was pissed off because 
he had told me he was going to be a 
pallbearer. Four or five days after the 
funeral he calls me and he’s like, 
“Your phone was messed up.” He 
said he was sorry and couldn't face 
it, just couldn’t deal with it, didn’t 
want to see it. He came over that 
day, and we went to eat. | explained 
how his ashes had come, but | was 
putting off getting them because | 
was scared and thought | would fall 
apart. He said, “I'll go with you; let’s 
get this taken care of.” We go to the 


funeral home, and he pulls out the 
ashes and he’s starting to open the 
plastic thing. And, of course, Brian 
being Brian, [Austin] can’t even get 
the box open. He has to get a knife 
to pry the box open, and I’m laugh- 
ing, thinking, That’s Brian—he’s 
going to make it difficult to get into 
his ashes. He got it open, and when 
he pulled the bag out and we saw it, 
I just got sick. | nearly fainted. The 
funeral guy wanted to know what 
urn we wanted. | looked at Steve and 
said, “I have to go outside and get 
some air. You pick it out.” He picks 
out this pretty wooden—it’s like a 
square wooden box. It has engraved 
on it like an old country road going 
off into the sunset with trees and a 
fence. Really pretty. He picked it out 
and paid for it. 

ETHIER: Brian seemed like a mushy 
sort. 

PILLMAN: What about Steve?! He 
came over here and was crying his 
eyes out. I’ve seen Brian cry several 
times, but I’d never seen Steve cry. 
He was balling his eyes out. 

ETHIER: What are some of the things 
that made Brian Pillman cry? 
PILLMAN: Oh, Brian, anything. 


Brian Pillman’s look certainly changed a lot from 1989 (above left) to 1994 (above center) to 1997 
(above right). But he was always a caring man and an emotional man. 


(Laughs) Not in front of the boys—he 
would never cry in front of the guys. 
With me, he was just a mushy little 
... you know. He was raised by his 
mother; his father died of the same 
thing (at age 50) when he was three 
months old. Brian was raised by 
women; he was basically a woman in 
a man’s body when it comes to emo- 
tional things. He would have this 
facade that he would put on; there 
were very, very few friends that 
knew. With me, anything. When his 
son was born, he was balling like a 
baby. He was of no help to anyone. 
(Laughs) | was ready to punch him, 
and he was balling. Any emotional 
thing would make him cry—at home, 
not outside. We would get in fights 
and sometimes he would cry, start 
balling even before | would. When 
his ex-girlfriend died, he was balling 
louder than anybody in the funeral 
home. 

ETHIER: How do you remain so 
strong in the face of daunting chal- 
lenges? 

PILLMAN: I always believed in the 
adage that “God grant me the sereni- 
ty to accept the things | can’t change 
and the courage to change the things 
that I can.” That’s the way I am. 
With death, there’s just nothing you 
can do. If | thought sitting in a room, 


locking the door, and crying my eye- 
balls out for five days would bring 
him back, oh, yeah, | would do that. 
My logical mind knows there’s noth- 
ing | can do and that | would be 
depriving my children of the care 
that they needed. There’s always 
times when I’m tempted to just lose 
it and start freaking out, and then | 
just go, “No, no, | can’t do that. If | 
go there, | might not come back.” 
ETHIER: Are the children a source of 
strength? 

PILLMAN: Brian Jr. is a dynamo, a 
real ball of fire. 

ETHIER: Do you see his father in 
him? 

PILLMAN: Oh, yeah, so far ... | think 
it’s important for the kids, particular- 
ly the boys, to have a role model. If | 
did choose never to remarry, you bet 
Brian would be all over this house 
and that I would be talking about 
him all the time. | want them to 
know who their father was. If | do 
remarry, it’s going to be someone 
who will be good to my kids, a role 
model, a father figure. Big Brian, he 
had throat cancer and all these oper- 
ations ... Because of that he would 
go stretches of time when he 
couldn’t speak. And when he did 
speak, he had this squeaky little 
voice; they ended up doing recon- 


structive surgery. He was also small 
for a football player, which is what 
he wanted to be. So people told him, 
“You can’t speak, you can’t do this, 
you’re too small.” He had all these 
different challenges in his life to 
overcome. He had this tracheotomy 
in his throat; they went in through 
his throat at one point because he 
couldn’t breathe. He had this appli- 
ance or apparatus in his throat, and 
other kids would make fun of him 
and jerk it out. 
ETHIER: How did Brian support you 
when you were busy? 
PILLMAN: He would take the kids 
down into the basement where we 
have all his trophies and stuff, and he 
would give me time to myself. He 
would lock the door down there so 
they couldn’t get out, and he’d just 
play with them. I have no one now. 
I’ve got my older daughter; she 
watched the kids while | went to 
school tonight, so whenever | get 
back and she’s done babysitting, she 
has a tendency to lock herself in her 
room to get away from it all. 
ETHIER: What are you doing in 
school? 
PILLMAN: Bryan always wanted me 
to go back to school. | felt like little 
Brian needed me until he turned 
(Continued on page 60) 
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vill They Save Or Ruin The 


They're rude, 
lewd, and utterly 
anti-social, and 
they're taking 
over the WWF. 
But will DX’s 
largely 
negative 
message 
send fans 
racing to 
change the 
channel, — 
or will 
it be the 
great S 
equalizer in 
the ratings war 
with WCW?. 
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By Bryan Ethier 


“Get out here, Slaughter,” barked Hunter Hearst 

Helmsley, bolstered by DeGeneration X members 

Shawn Michaels, Chyna, and Rick Rude. The crude, lewd, and 

often-booed quartet stood in the squared circle, each with arms 
folded and faces curled, reflecting growing impatience. 

A few long, suspenseful moments later, Sgt. Slaughter, belea- 

guered WWF commissioner, pounced down the rampway and 

slipped into the ring. Helmsley, who prefers communicating with his 

nemeses from within kissing distance, immediately jumped into 

Slaughter’s face. 

“Keep your chin out of our business,” he warned Slaughter, his 
face blushing with anger. Slaughter remained silent, stiff as a stone 
soldier. His extraordinary mandible reached halfway across the ring. 

We won't print what Helmsley said next, but suffice to say it was 
lewd enough to prompt Slaughter to respond with an open palm to 
Triple-H’s cheek. Then Michaels and Chyna bodyslammed 
Slaughter, Rude slammed him in the back with his metal briefcase, 
and all four bludgeoned the prone commish with kicks, elbowdrops, 
and forearm smashes. The final insult came when DeGeneration 
X—at its most degenerate—stripped Slaughter of his shirt. Then they 
completed this humiliation by draping a giant X—made from toilet 
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paper—across his supine body. 

The crowd was abuzz. The 
crowd was stunned. The crowd 
hailed the four nefarious rabble- 
rousers with boos. A few fans, how- 
ever, cheered. 

Just another night in the ex- 
tremely controversial existence of 
DX. 

This group has become compa- 
rable to the nightly news—that is, 
10 straight minutes of robberies, 
assaults, murders, drug abuse, mis- 
ery, disease, death. For DeGene- 
ration X, that translates into ob- 
scene gestures, foul language, 
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backstabbing, assaulting of officials, 
and social deviance. Yet like those 
of us who ogle at these negative 
images vomited upon us by CBS, 
NBC, ABC, and CNN, we stare fas- 
cinated at the exploits of DX, these 
social deviants. 

But is this good or bad? Does 
negative news mean we should pro- 
hibit newscasters from presenting 
sorrow-inducing images of a tragic 
world to us? If not, then do we have 
any reason to criticize a group that 
fairly represents the dark side of the 
human existence? 

“| find what they do repulsive,” 


said Ken Shamrock. “This is a sport, 
an entertaining sport that caters to 
the young and the young at heart. 
Do we really need to see Shawn 
Michaels strip down to his under- 
wear while playing a game of strip 
poker? | really don’t think so.” 

Shamrock is one of many fan 
favorites outraged at DX’s antics. 
Michaels’ derogatory remarks and 
gestures, of course, helped drive 
Bret Hart to WCW. 

PWI has received numerous 
letters from irate parents of young 
wrestling fans. Their message is 
simple, and loud and clear: Get 
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these bums off the air. 
And what happens if and when 


| parents aren’t the only ones com- 
| plaining? What happens if and 


when the advertisers follow suit? 
Advertising, after all, drives the 


I television industry, and it simply fol- 


lows the laws of supply and de- 
mand. Companies such as Titan 
Sports (the WWF's parent compa- 
ny) provide a product that is 


=e watched by fans. Advertisers con- 


sider the pertinent demographics to 


| determine if advertising their prod- 


ucts on shows such as Raw Is War 
will reach the types of people likely 
to purchase the product. 

Wrestling caters primarily to a 
young audience. If DeGeneration X 
drives some of the youth audience 
away, advertisers of products used 
by these young adults and children 
will lose advertising exposure. That 
translates into fewer people buying 
their products. Soon, such advertis- 
ers will stop promoting their prod- 
ucts on WWF TV shows (and per- 
haps look at WCW instead). And 
that means the WWF loses the 
income from such ads. 
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That’s part of the concern of 
WWF executives. Moreover, the 
WWF of late has become more 
interested in promoting what typical- 
ly attracts mainstream television 
viewers—sex, violence, blood, out- 
rage, humor. Few of its grapplers 
are either good guys or bad guys. 
Consider heroes such as Steve 
Austin and Vader; would you invite 
either over for Sunday dinner? 

You might not, but WWF head 
Vince McMahon is betting you will 
watch them and be enthralled with 
what they bring to wrestling’s often- 
nauseating banquet. If DeGener- 
ation X and many other anti-social 
wrestling figures are an accurate 
reflection of society, does it not 
stand to reason that fans will identify 
with them? 

“| think these guys are terrific,” 
said Jerry Lawler. “They stir up rival- 
ries. They do what they want when 
they want. People feel very passion- 
ately about them one way or the 
other.” 

Lawler, in his own deranged way, 
may be on to something. Clearly, 
DeGeneration X has elicited strong 


| Michaels thinks he’s very funny when he stops to take a rest in the middle of a heated 
match (left). He also loves it when fans make pro-DX signs (above). It’s a shame a group: |" 
of such talented athletes has to sink so low sometimes. 


emotional responses from fans. § 
When the group is before the cam- & 
eras, the level of heat in the arena 
increases. People want to see what 
they will do this week, what they will 
say, who they will offend. And as 
ratings increase (see page 40), 
advertising rates should follow suit. 
Even if McMahon loses a portion of 
his pristine audience, he could 
recoup with new fans who will bring 
a higher level of interest and intensi- 
ty to wrestling shows. 

One can extrapolate this into 
meaning more ads, more revenue 
for the WWF. 

It is a risky venture regardless of 
which side of the spiked fence one 
sits. Does McMahon want his top 
talent, Michaels, to be so disrep- 
utable it casts a negative image 
over his entire company? Or, with a 
talent pool severely depleted by 
defections to WCW, must McMahon 
depend on Michaels and DeGen- 
eration X to help revive the founder- 
ing company? 

Controversy is better than medi- 
ocrity. At least that’s what the WWF 
is banking its future on. oO 
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Paul Bearer 
Foiled 
The Secret 
~ Kane-Undertaker 
Reunion = 
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It really almost happened! Undertaker and 
Kane were 1) to bury their feud before 
it started, But Paul 
Bearer found a 
weapon to Use 
against Kanes. 
another. lie. Now 
the twor 
brothers. \ 
mig 
m™ never 
Se put their © 
4 dark ae 
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By Bryan Ethier 


IKE SO MANY brothers, Kane and 

The Undertaker fought each other 

until they bled from the nose and 
laughed from the hilarity of it all. They 
took to fisticuffs behind their father’s 
funeral parlor and beside the store- 
house that held the many chemicals and 
cleaning agents their father used to 
make the deceased appear to merely 
need a nip and tuck around the ears 


and chin. 


- ‘ During their adolescence, ‘Taker cre- 
-_/ A reunion between Kane (above ated his infamous “tombstone” piledriver, 

left) and The Undertaker (above much to the chagrin of his little brother. #7 
right) almost happened. But Paul , f th " eda 
Bearer (left) got in the middle of Invariably, though, regardless of the Silas 
it all and ruined what could have | tactics used in their little fights, the two ye 
been a beautiful event. He’s |” “a 
bringing out the worst in Kane. 


SSS 


At times Kane simply manhandled && 
Mankind in their Survivor Series & 
match. His only mission is to destroy 
everyone who stands between him [Rasen 
and a match with his alleged brother. Sams 


| Getting a chair slammed across his head 
§ isn’t something that bothers Kane much. 
Sometimes it doesn’t appear as if he feels § 
physical pain. But he must feel some emo- 
#) tions. Otherwise he wouldn’t have agreed 
} to meet Taker in the first place. 


They’d share a soda or go to a monster 
Be, movie. They never went to bed holding 5 
— a grudge. That was, however, until that 
dreadful day when the family funeral 
home was suspiciously burned to the 
ground, apparently claiming the lives of & 
Kane, his mother, and his father. For § 
this, Undertaker was held culpable. 
This, of course, is the gospel ac- 
cording to Paul Bearer. The truth? No 
one has definitively proved that the 
masked creature purported to be 
’Taker’s junior sibling is in fact his 
blood brother. 
But Undertaker has never request- 
ed a birth certificate from Kane; to 
date, he has lived with Paul Bearer’s 
claim that he and Kane are brothers. 
Perhaps that’s been the problem 
with this relationship, since Kane’s 
return from “the dead.” Paul Bearer 
has covertly plied a rift between the 
two awesome men. He has gone out L* 3 Xe 4 Vader has tried on nu- 
of his way to ensure the animosity z 5 merous occasions to 
between the two remains venomous = beat Kane, but he hasn't 
— 2 found a way yet. Bearer 
enough to keep them forever apart. has done a very good job 
“It's a real shame to see these two of keeping that anger 
guys so close, yet so far apart,” said Be burning inside Kane. 
The Patriot, who has trained with The 
(Continued on page 58) 
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close-up: 


EN SHAMROCK WAS born in Macon, Georgia, at Warner Robbins Air Force Base. 

He was an Air Force brat ... Didn't know his biological father and didn’t spend 

much time with his mother, either ... Labeled an outcast with a bad temper ... 
Got into a lot of fights growing up ... Moved to the San Francisco area, but still got 
into a lot of fights, and was at one point thrown out of school ... Ran away from home 
at age 10 and lived out of a car to escape his new stepfather, who ruled with an iron 
hand ... Couldn’t go to school for o while because the police were looking for him ... 
Played football, baseball, and wrestled ... Used sports as an outlet for his anger and 
to make himself feel important ... Had problems in organized sports, however, 
because he was uncoachable and wouldn’t listen to anyone ... Eventually went back 
to school and graduated from high school ... At age 18, was 
adopted by Robert Shamrock ... Dreamt of becoming 
a professional football player, but broke his neck in his 
senior year of high school ... Had become an accom- 
plished wrestler and had qualified for the state champi- 
onship at the time of his injury ... That cost him potential 
college scholarships in wrestling and football ... It was 
crushing setback because Shamrock considered these 
scholarships an opportunity to make something out of his 
life ... Underwent surgery to have a bone chip removed 
from his hip and fused into his neck ... Refused to lis- 
ten to the doctors who said his sports career was over 
..» Recovered from the surgery and continued training 
... Begged for clearance from a doctor and went on to 
play college football at Shasta Junior College ... 
Nobody else wanted him ... Red-shirted his freshman year 
because he was too small. Spent the year training and eating and bulked up to 220 
pounds ... As a sophomore, was all-league on defense ... Couldn't get a scholarship 
to a four-year school and decided to play semi-pro football with the Sacramento 
Bulldogs . .. Competed in the Olympic Wrestling Trials in 1988 and then joined the mil- 
itary. Got kicked out of the military one week before graduation because he never told 
his recruiter about his broken neck ... “Throughout my entire life | was getting hit 
with these setbacks,” he said, “But | learned as | got older that everyone takes hits. 
It’s what you do when you get knocked down that counts” ... Got married and worked 
as a bouncer in Reno, Nevada ... His father suggested in 1990 that he become a 
wrestler ... Said no at first, but then decided to give it a shot and trained with Buzz 
Sawyer in Sacramento ... Then went to Mooresville, North Carolina, and trained with 
Gene Anderson and Nelson Royal ... Moved his wife and new baby to North Carolina 
... Started out slowing in wrestling and then got a shot in Japan ... Eventually was 
invited to a tryout by the San Diego Chargers, but by that time he was enjoying 
wrestling in Japan ... Decided against football because he didn’t want to make the 
sacrifices necessary to make it in the NFL... Had bulked up to 247 pounds ... Was 
too overanxious in his first matches in Japan; wanted to beat his opponents right away 


_ 


... Learned that pro wrestling was about patience, technique, conditioning, and psy- 
chology ... Calls learning to become a wrestler one of the most challenging things he 
had ever done ... Teamed with Dean Malenko in the Corolinas ... Left Japan and 
returned to the Carolinas, where he worked with Rick Steamboat and Paul Jones ... 
Continued teaming with Malenko, who taught him, too... Got his start in UFC-style 
wrestling when he flew to Tampa, Florida, with Malenko and met Asami Saranocki, 
who had been training in Boris Malenko's gym ... Saranocki ordered him: “Get down 
and do 500 Hindu squats!” ... In 100-degree heat, Shamrock managed to do 250 
squats, then rested for a minute and did 250 more ... Meanwhile, Saranocki was 

squatting alongside Shamrock, but Shamrock wouldn't let him 


— & i beat him ... Went to Japan and found immediate success in 


UFC-style wrestling ... Wrestled in Japan for six years 
and was the champion in three organizations when he 
heard about the Ultimate Fighting Championship ... 
Was 1-1 in his first UFC in Denver, Colorado ... Was the 
first Superfight champion and retained the title through 
five Superfights ... In February 1997, signed a lucra- 
tive, multiyear deal with the WWF ... Brought with him 
the title as “master of the submission” ... Was trained by 
Tom Pritchard, who taught him how to develop submis- 
sion holds off of his opponent's offensive moves ... 
Says he doesn’t go into matches with o plan, but sim- 
ply reacts to what his opponent does ... Made his first 
impact as o referee when he worked the Steve Austin 
vs. Bret Hart submission match at WrestleMania XIII 
... In May, Shamrock demonstrated Ultimate Fighting 
moves in an exhibition match against Vernon Smith ... Got his first real WWF test on 
May 11 at In Your House and defeated three-time former WCW World champion Big 
Van Vader, breaking Vader's nose in the process before forcing him to submit to a 
leglock ... Was special guest referee for a match between Faaroog ond Ahmed 
Johnson ... Defeated Jim Neidhart by submission on June 28 in Anaheim, California 
... Dominated Davey Boy Smith on the WWF's tour of Texas and won by DQ ... 
Defeated Smith, the European champion, by DQ on July 25 in Indianapolis . .. Got title 
shots at then-World champion Bret Hart ... Exchanged DQ wins and losses with Smith 
... Lost to Owen Hart ond pinned Savio Vega ... Although suffering from a lung infec- 
tion, Shamrock battled ond nearly beat Vader in an FWM cage match on September 
28 in Kawasaki, Japon ... Defeated Hunter Hearst Helmsley ... In less than a year, 
Shamrock has made a mojor impact in the WWF and beaten some of the finest 
wrestlers in the federation. His belly-to-belly suplex—first popularized in the mid- 
1980s by Magnum T.A—is one of the most effective finishing maneuvers in the sport 
... Shamrock, already way up in the WWF ratings, is on the rise. He has overcome a 
difficult childhood and become an accomplished adult. He's is a wrestler to watch in 
1998. 0 
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The Truth Behind 
Bret Hart's 
Qefection To WOW » 


Swart Move By WCW7) 


“DIAMOND” DALLAS PAGE has taken it We'll be talking about what happened at the 
upon himself to be a leader in WCW, so why | _ end of Survivor Series 1997 for a long time. 
would he say, “There are too many cowards But we have the answers to the most 
in WCW”? We were surprised when he told important questions. Why did BRET HART 
us that ... You wanted to see it come back, really leave the WWF? Was VINCE 

and we delivered. Starting with this issue, McMAHON telling the truth on Raw? Was 

Wrestling Bad Guys becomes a regular Bret justified in slugging McMahon? Was. 

magazine-within-a-magazine feature. This signing Bret a smart move by WCW? Don’t 
time, we present the Bad Guys Achievement i 


miss this in-depth report ... How is STEVE 
Awards ... SHAWN MICHAELS no longer AUSTIN’s comeback going? Is he worried 
has BRET HART to worry about, so can about reinjuring his spine? You might be 
KEN SHAMROCK replace the “Hitman” in surprised by what he told us in “Hotseat” 
Shawn’s hate-filled heart? We think a long, 


Read all about the night DISCO INFERNO 


intense rivalry has just begun! was beaten, burned, and stripped! 


All this—and much more!—in the All this—and much more!—in the 
April 1998 issue of March 1998 issue of 
Wrestle America Inside Wrestling 


TLING IS OFFICIALLY hot again. You probably 

\ N already realized that. But look at the ratings information 

below for further proof. To be specific, if you look back 

at the combined Nielsen ratings for Raw and Nitro since they 

began going head-to-head, you’ll find six of the top 10 nights listed 

below (October 20, October 27, November 3, November 10, 

November 17, December 8). On the night of November 10, 5.6 
million households were tuned in to these two wrestling shows! 

Of course, November 10 was a big night for wrestling. It was 
one night after Survivor Series, the event at which that whole 
Vince McMahon-Bret Hart-Shawn Michaels debacle took place. 
People tuned in to see what the WWF's explanation for what hap- 
pened would be, what Shawn Michaels would say, whether Bret 
would offer his side of the story, and whether Bret might make a 
surprise appearance on Nitro. 

The WWE should not get too excited about its improved ratings 
numbers. WCW/NWO clearly has the stronger talent roster, and it 
seems reasonable to assume that the WWF was able to “shock” 
some fans into tuning in to Raw in November by promising such 
things as Vince McMahon’s take on the end of Survivor Series and 
a final WWF meeting between Bret and Shawn (Shawn promised 
on November 24 that Bret would confront him, then brought out a 
midget dressed like Bret), And it could be that the lewd antics of 
DeGeneration X and Goldust are attracting more viewers ... at 
least for the short term. 

But what happens when the shock value wears off? What hap- 
pens when people decide, I’ve seen enough of DX. Maybe they'll 
go further than they ever have this week, but I’m disgusted by their 
whole act and I won't watch anymore? There’s a very good 
chance that will happen. 

WCW insist that its live weekly TV shows (both Nitro and the 


“T refuse to let my kids watch Raw anymore. Within the 
past few months they’ve gone way too far over the line of 
good taste and decency for my tastes. My children are all 
under the age of 10 and love wrestling, but I carefully monitor 
what they see. Most wrestling is no more violent than any 
Saturday morning cartoon, but the language and adult gestures 
really take it beyond Tom And Jerry.” —Billy Thomas, 
Montgomery, AL 


“What did Rick Rude think he could gain by showing up 
on Nitro the same night he was also on a taped Raw? | 
understand that it was a way to show the fans that Kaw was 
taped, but all it did to me was show that he is more interested 
in kicking Vince while he’s down than anything else. Rude 
wasn’t a major player in the WWF, but he still should have 
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VOICE OF THE FANS 


takes a close look at 
the latest developments 
in the most crucial battle 


in the sport’s history! 


new Thursday program) are and will continue to be more suitable 
for children and won't feature offensive language and adult 
themes, so we should soon find out which kind of programming 
most wrestling fans prefer. 

Meanwhile, we still get to watch as the two promotions try to 
outdo each other and toss the occasional putdown each other’s 
way. For instance, don’t think for a moment that it was a coinci- 
dence that Rick Rude made his first appearance with the NWO on 
the same night he was scheduled to be featured prominently on a 
taped Raw. But at least some people in the WWF have a sense of 
humor about such things. Jim Comette’s comment when Rude was 
shown on WWF TV that night: “That guy sure gets around!” 


Rating Households Main Event 


2.9 2.13 mil. Michaels-Owen 
46 3.32 mil. S. Steiner-Hall 
23 1:66 mil. ‘Bret-Shamrock | 
4 3.13 mil. — Page-Hogan 
1.90 mil. Michaels-Shamrock 
2.85 mil. Hennig-Luger 
Bhat 2.46 mil. ‘Shamrock-Helmsley 
3.14 mil. ‘Flair-Luger 
Raw 11/17 3.1 2.27 mil. Maivia-Dude 
Nitto 11/17 44 2.97 mil. Giant-Hall 
Raw 11/24 © 3.0 2.21 mil, Vader-Michaels 
Nitro 11/24 39 281mil. —— Hogan-Giant 
Raw 12/1 3,0 2.17 mil. Helmsley-Neidhart 
Nitro 12/1 3.8 2,76 mil. Hennig-Page 
Raw 128 30 2.14 mil. LOD-Godwinns* 
‘Nitto 12 43 3.08mi. — Page-Hall 
Cumulative: 


Nitro—3.24; Raw—2.62 


respected McMahon enough to give him a warning.” —Gina 
Rinner, Warren, PA 


“TI wish WCW wouldn’t do another show on Thursday 
nights. It’s one thing to win on Monday nights against Raw, 
but Thursday nights will pit WCW against some of the 
strongest network TV shows. I love Nitro, but I’m not sure 
this new show will do well against such formidable opposi- 
tion.” —Kelly Buchanan, West Palm Beach, FL 


“Raw may be getting more and more bizarre, but I kind of 
like the new style of the promotion. Sure, I'll miss Bret Hart, 
but I’m getting a kick out of DeGeneration X’s schoolboy 
antics, It’s comic relief from the overbearing hostile takeover 
atmosphere of WCW.” —Tucker Miller, Beaumont, TX 


1 YOUR NAME (PLEASE PRINT) 


STREET ADDRESS 


City, STATE, Zip 


WRESTLER'S NAME (NO PRO WRESTLER NAMES) 
Wear-Down Holds (#1-60): Choose 10. Only use a hold once. 
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WHAT A DISGRACE. I have just 
one topic—one pay-per-view event, 
actually—on my mind this month, so 
I'll get right to it. 

NEWS ITEM: Hulk Hogan nearly 
won the 60-man battle royal at 
WCW’s World War III. 

BIGGER NEWS ITEM: Hulk 
Hogan wasn’t one of the participants 
in the 60-man battle royal at WCW’s 
World War III. In fact, the winner of 
World War III was to get a shot at the 
WCW World title, a championship 
Hulk Hogan held at the time. 

NEWS ITEM: Kevin Nash nearly 
won the 60-man battle royal at 
WCW’s World War III. 

BIGGER NEWS ITEM: Kevin 
Nash didn’t show up for the 60-man 
battle royal at WCW’s World War III 
until the match was nearly over, and 
he made his entrance by dropping 
down from the ceiling disguised as 
Sting. 

NEWS ITEM: The three-ring, 60- 
man battle royal was a joke. 

BIGGER NEWS ITEM: Now 
everyone knows it. 

Just for the record, Scott Hall won 
the battle royal to earn a shot at the 
WCW World heavyweight title at 
SuperBrawl. Of course, he did it with 
the help of Hogan, who wasn’t in the 
match, and Nash, who should have 
been in the match all along, but didn’t 
show up until the final minutes. 

Let me say, also for the record, that 
anyone who pays to see the 60-man, 
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Nash and Scott Hall had reason to cele! 
was over. Hall won even though Nash waited until the end to make an appearance. 
Dave Rosenbaum hopes WCW dumps the whole concept. 


three-ring battle royal when it’s held 
next year at World War III—if it’s 
held next year at World War IIJ— 
should realize what he is getting into. 
Let’s take a closer look at what hap- 
pened that night. WCW went way 
over the top with this one. 

Did I say over the top? 

Oh, I must have meant under the 
bottom. That’s how Randy Savage 
was eliminated by The Giant, who 
shoved him under the bottom rope. 
The problem was, in battle royals, 
you’re supposed to eliminate oppo- 
nents by throwing them over the top 
rope, not under the bottom rope. If I 
remember correctly, that’s how Hulk 
Hogan lost a battle royal for the 
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brate after the World War Ill battle royal 


WCW World title at World War III in 
1995. Savage and The Giant were the 
last men remaining in the ring, but 
Hogan had been “eliminated” when 
Giant pulled him under the bottom 
rope. Hogan protested. His protests 
were ignored. 

So let this be a lesson to all of you 
wrestlers out there: If you’re in the 
next battle royal at World War III, 


don’t worry about that bothersome. 


over-the-top-rope rule. It’s meaning- 
less. Just pull or shove your opponent 
under the bottom rope. If no one 
notices right away, it’lI do. 

Rules? Why mess with rules? This 
is WCW, where Hogan’s interference 
suddenly makes him a participant. 
Where all the WCW broadcasters 
assume it’s the real Sting dropping 
down from the rafters—even though 
this Sting appears to be above seven 
feet tall. Where the main event of a 
pay-per-view isn’t even worthy of 
being the main event on WCW Main 
Event. 

Question for the WCW powers: 
What if Hogan had eliminated Hall, 
Dallas Page, and The Giant and was 
the last man remaining in the battle 
royal? Then what would you have 
done? 

What if Nash won? What if ... 

Ah, forget it. This is pointless, As 
pointless as the battle royal. 

These days, it’s kind of hard to tell 
who’s running WCW, but I know this: 
The people in charge aren’t dealing 
with a full deck. Their elevators don’t 
go all the way to the top. 

First problem with the three-ring, 
60-man battle royal (other than the 
problems I’ve already mentioned): 
There aren’t 60 quality wrestlers in 
WCW. What the heck were John Nord 
and Greg Valentine doing within 
dreaming distance of a WCW World 
title shot? 

Second problem: With 60 men, 
nobody in the crowd and nobody 
watching on TV can tell what’s going 
on. 

Third problem: Three rings. Why? 
What does it do? How does it add to 
the excitement? 

Better idea: A 60-man falls-count- 
anywhere battle royal. The only way 


The Giant did a pretty good job neutralizing both 
Hall and Hulk Hogan with a bearhug during the 
WWIII battle royal. Problem was, Hogan had no 
business being involved in the battle royal. 


to eliminate another wrestler is by pin- 
ning him. All weapons are legal. Have 
about 30 referees working the event. 
Now the survivor of that would really 
have earned a World title shot. 

ADVICE TO WCW: Get rid of 
that match! Get rid of that card! 
Wrestling fans do not need a major 
pay-per-view event a month before 
Starreade. 

The idea behind the three-ring, 60- 
man battle royal is that more is better. 
Well, in this case, more was not bet- 
ter. It was better for Hall, who earned 


the title match, and it was better for 
Nash, who found a creative way to 
help his partner, and it was even better 
for Hogan, who at the time held the 
WCW World title and probably fig- 
ured he wouldn’t have to wrestle Hall 
if the time came. 

Wrestling fans, you were ripped off 
this time. The undercard wasn’t bad, 
but it wasn’t great, either. I think it’s 
time for WCW to try something new. 

How about this: a one-on-one main 
event with a guarantee of no outside 
interference. Revolutionary, no? Oo 
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By Andy Rodriguez 


ago, it would have been big news. If she leaves 
the federation tomorrow, will anyone care? 

After being fired by Alex Wright, Debra is a woman 
without a wrestler. It always seemed as though the 
self-proclaimed “Queen Of WCW” would have plenty 
to do, but she is finding that since she caused Wright 
to lose a big match to Prince laukea, no one wants to 
give her any work. 

“It's not as though she’s the greatest manager or 
valet of all-time,” said Chris Benoit. “If the people 
she’s with are doing okay, then there’s no problem. 
But when they get into trouble, she has very little to 
offer them. If you’re going to be a good manager, you 
have to be able to help the man you’re managing 
make the right adjustments.” 

Things were a lot easier for Debra when she was 
accompanying her husband, Steve McMichael, to 
ringside. Then she started getting too ambitious and 
began to think she could go further as a manager with 
Jeff Jarrett. Her relationship with her husband has 
been deteriorating ever since. 

“| guess | made a few little mistakes here and 
there,” Debra said in one of the understatements of 
the year. “But | had to worry about my career, too. | 
wanted to show everyone that | could be a success 
without Steven. He takes all the credit, but he was at 
his best when | was in his corner.” 

Of course, “Mongo” denies that. 

“She was part of my success,” McMichael admitted, 
“but she cost me a lot of matches with that briefcase 
we always brought to the ring. | feel a lot better com- 
ing to the ring by myself. | rely on my wrestling ability 


fax. DEBRA McMICHAEL left WCW six months 
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and my intelligence and don’t worry about what any- 
one else is doing. I’ve told a lot of guys to stay away 
from her. When she manages you, she takes all the 
credit when things go right and none of the blame 
when you lose.” 

Jarrett gave Debra the opportunity to manage him, 
and things went well for the two of them for a while, 
but he harshly criticized her on WWF TV just days 
after he left WCW, so obviously that relationship was 
never as strong as it seemed. 

“He wasn’t any big deal, anyway,” Debra sniffed. 
“Long before he left WCW, | had my sights set else- 
where. | wasn’t relying on him.” 

Next up for Debra was the high-flying Wright, who 
had recently taken a rulebreaking turn. And that was 
just fine for her. 

“Alex was starting to get that edge to him, where he 
wasn’t so worried about what other people thought 
and started to be concerned with himself more,” she 
said. “He looked like exactly the kind of person | want- 
ed to be with.” 

“If she wanted to be the ‘Queen’ or something, that 
was okay with me,” said Wright. “It really didn’t matter. 

(Continued on page 46) 


The year 1997 didn’t end too well for Debra McMichael, who was 
having a hard time finding anyone interested in her managerial 
services. She remains optimistic about her future in wrestling. 
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What did matter was that with her, maybe I'd | 
finally start getting some more attention in 
WCW. Maybe people would finally start to | 
respect me.” | 

Respect didn’t come Wright’s way, though. | 
Contempt did. Those fans he had lost with his 
rulebreaking began leaving at an even greater 
pace once Debra came aboard. They saw her | 
presence as an embarrassment to an athlete 
who had potential. 

But it took only a few weeks for Wright to 
realize that Debra was the wrong woman for | 
him. He fired her on national TV, and from | 
what I’m told, he was personally congratulated | 
by at least a half-dozen WCW wrestlers (friend | 
and foe alike) for doing so. 

Debra became so desperate that she even | 
attempted to reconcile with her estranged hus- | 
band. That took a lot of gall, especially given 
the fact that she had hired Bill Goldberg to | 
humiliate Steve at Halloween Havoc, and even | 
presented him with his Super Bowl ring for 
doing so. He wisely turned her down. 

“A lot of bad things have happened between 
me and Steven,” she explained, “but | was will- 
ing to forget about all of it if he was. It’s his | 
loss.” 

That comment, | believe, tells you all you | 
need to know about Debra McMichael. She | 
thinks much too highly of her managing skills 
and for some reason believes that loyalty | 
means nothing in wrestling. She still believes | 
she is a hot commodity as a manager, but no | 
WCW wrestler with whom | spoke said he 
would even consider an association with her. 

“She helped Jarrett win the U.S. belt and | 
helped ‘Mongo’ win a few matches here and ! 
there,” said one, “but other than that, what else 
has she really done?” 

“| wouldn’t be opposed to hiring a manager, 
and she could probably help me get some good 
matches,” said another, “but she has proven that all 
she does is use you to promote herself.” 

“I'd feel like | couldn’t afford to lose even one 
match,” said a third. “She only wants to manage guys 
who win every match, and nobody does that. How 
many times did she cost McMichael or Jarrett matches 
with that stupid steel briefcase? Whenever she 
screwed up, she blamed them. | don’t need someone 
like that as a manager. No way!” 

Right now, Debra’s situation is remarkably similar to 
the one Sunny faced late in 1996. She had jumped 
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ay 


That steel briefcase that Debra was so fond of carrying around for so 
long got her into a lot of trouble. She hasn't admitted to making too 
many mistakes in WCW, though. 


from The. Bodydonnas’ camp to that of the Godwinns 
to that of The Smokin’ Gunns all in a matter of weeks. 
A few months later, she found very little demand for 
her managerial services. Now she doesn’t do much 
more than make an occasional appearance as guest 
ring announcer on Raw Is War. 

“But I’m an optimist,” Debra said. “l know that soon 
enough, there’ll probably be a dozen struggling 
wrestlers begging me to help them out and turn their 
careers around. It'll happen. You'll see.” 

Keep waiting, Debra. I’m having a hard time sympa- 
thizing with you. o 
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CALIFORNIA 
HAYWARD—AIl-Pro Wrestling at the Pacific 
Coast Sports Gym: Quarterfinal round of the 
tournament for the vacant tag team title: 
Steve Rizzono & Tony Jones beat Bill 
Calhoun & Rick Turner ... Mike Modest & 
Donovan Morgan beat Elijah Wisdom & Truth 
... Robert Thompson & Chris Cole defeated 
Jason C. Clay & Frank Murdoch ... Boom 
Boom Comini & Maxx Justice received a bye 
since they were seeded number one ... 
Semifinals: Modest & Morgan beat Rizzono & 
Jones ... Thompson & Cole beat Comini & 
Justice .,. Final: Thompson & Cole beat Modest 
& Morgan to win the title ... Super Dragon 
defeated Dragon Yakuza in a non-tournament 
match. 
(11-22-97) 

—Jeremy Medeiros 


HAYWARD—AII-Pro Wrestling at the Pacific 
Coast Sports Gym: Donovan Morgan won a 
battle royal ... Jason C. Clay defeated El 
Chicano Flame .., Ty Dalton defeated Dino 
Blade ... Frank Murdoch defeated Rick Turner 
... Boom Boom Comini & Maxx Justice defeat- 
ed Chris Cole & Suicide Machine ... Tony 
Jones, Elijah Wisdom, & Truth defeated 
Robert Thompson & The Grimes Brothers ... 
Michael Modest defeated Steve Rizzono in a 
lumberjack match. 
(11-07-97) 

—vJohnny August 


CONNECTICUT 


NEW BRITAIN—ECW at the Sports Palace: 
Heavyweight champ Bam Bam Bigelow beat 
Mikey Whipwreck ... Tag team champions 
Tracey Smothers & Little Guido defeated Ax! 
Rotten & B. Mahoney ... TV champ Taz beat 
Jerry Lynn ... Rob Van Dam defeated Al Snow 
... Justin Credible beat Erin O'Grady ... Chris 
Candido & Lance Storm defeated Chris Chetti 
& Spike Dudley ... Tommy Dreamer beat 
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Shane Douglas ... John Kronus & New Jack 
beat Buh Buh Ray & D-Von Dudley. 


eer —Sean Morris 
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DELAWARE 
GLASGOW—ECW at the High School; Tommy 
Dreamer beat Justin Credible ... Spike Dudley 
defeated Erin O'Grady ... Jerry Lynn & Tommy 
Rogers beat Chris Chetti & Mikey Whipwreck 
... Tag team champions Tracey Smothers & 
Little Guido defeated B. Mahoney & Axl 
Rotten ... New Jack & John Kronus beat Buh 
Buh Ray & D-Von Dudley ... Chris Candido 
defeated Bud Liscious ... TV champion Taz 
beat Danny Morrison ... Rob Van Dam beat 
The Sandman ... Heavyweight champion Bam 
Bam Bigelow defeated Shane Douglas. 
(11-15-97) 

—Pete Browning 


FLORIDA 


GAINESVILLE—NWA at the Fairgrounds: Mike 
Marcello defeated Pepe Prado and Jet Jaguar 
in a triangle match ... Southern Posse beat 
Double Impact ... Hercules Hernandez beat 
Jerry Flynn ... Dory Funk Jr. defeated Florida 
champ Steve Keirn to win the title ... Adrian 
Street beat Fire Cat ... Heavyweight champion 
Dan Severn beat Typhoon by submission. 
(11-07-97) 

—Bobbie Wargo 


MIAMI—Sunshine Wrestling Federation at the 
Miccosukee Tribe: Bobby Rogers pinned Flex 
Armstrong ... Caribbean champ Snot Dudley 
defeated Shane Wild ... Anthony Adonis beat 
Hack Myers by disqualification ... Mike 
D'Angelo beat Bobby Davis ... Riptide & Malia 
Hosaka defeated Liz Chase & Luna Vachon ... 
Heavyweight champion Joe Defuria defeated 
The Vampire Warrior ... Chief White Eagle 
beat Vladimir Koloff. 
(11-07-97) 

—Bill Brown 


GEORGIA 


WHITE—North American Wrestling Alliance at 
the Gymnasium: Jason Cross defeated John 
Phoenix ... Chic Donovan defeated Alexander 
the Great by disqualification ... Big Badd Maxx 
Steele pinned Khan ... C.C. Devilline pinned 
Dusty Dotson to win the Georgia heavyweight 
title ... Tag team champs Kid Ego & Scott 
Prater beat Totally Wired by disqualification ... 
Intercontinental champ Colt Rivers beat Ruckus 
(with The Professor). In accordance with a pre- 
match stipulation, The Professor was tarred and 


The results in “Arena Reports” are culled 
from a month’s worth of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly newsletters. Readers 

of PWI Weekly received these results just 

days after the cards took place. If you 
would like to subscribe to PW! Weekly, 
see the ad elsewhere in this issue. If you 
would like to join professional 
wrestling’s largest network of 
correspondents, write to: “Arena Report” 
c/o Pro Wrestling Illustrated, Box 1148, 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034. 


feathered by Rivers after the match. 


meee) —John DeGarmo 


EATONTON—North American Wrestling Alliance 
at the Armory: Terry Lawler wrestled Kamanori 
to a draw ... Jason Cross beat John Phoenix 
.. Georgia heavyweight champion Dusty 
Dotson beat Kid Ego by disqualification ... The 
Nightmare defeated Billy Black ... Kid Ego 
won an eight-man battle royal. 


(11-16-97) 
—John DeGarmo 


WHITE—NAWA at the Arena: John Phoenix 
beat Jason Cross ... Big Bad Maxx Steele beat 
Kahn by disqualification ... Georgia heavyweight 
champion Dusty Dotson defeated C.C. Devlin 
... Scott Prader & Kid Ego beat Totally Wired 
to win the tag team belts ... Intercontinental 
champion Colt Rivers beat Rukus by disqualifi- 
cation. 
(11-15-97) 

—John DeGarmo 


ATLANTA—War Zone Wrestling Alliance TV 
taping at the Intemational Ballroom: T.C. Sledge 
defeated Prime Time Brian ... El Bandito 
defeated Inferno | ... Dusty Dotson defeated El 
Bandito Il ... Jack Lord defeated Notorious 
D.O.G. ... Kane (not the WWF wrestler) defeat- 
ed TV champ Bulldog Raines to win the title ... 
Dango defeated Inferno II. 
(11-11-97) 

—John DeGarmo 


INDIANA 


GREENSBURG—Wild Championship Wrestling 
Outlaws at the Greensburg Park Center: Austin 
James pinned Mike Brown ... Light heavy- 
weight champion Indiana Kidd Jr. pinned 
Midnight Rocker ... “Superstar” T.J. Powers 
pinned The Muller ... Bobby Colt & 
“Dangerous Bull” Don Basher beat Billy Bart 
& Austin James ... Rob Ramer (Substituting for 
ca Peeceet pinned heavyweight champi- 
on “Gentleman” Johnny Walker to win me II . 
(11-15-97) Li 

—Harold Newt 
MARYLAND 


CANTONSVILLE—Mid-Eastern Wrestling 
Federation at the Armory: Reggie Carrington 
pinned Johnny Desire ... Earl the Pearl beat 
Cueball Carmichael ... Adam Flash defeated 
Johnny Taylor ... Metal Maniac & Bob Starr 
beat The Dog Pound ... Light heavyweight 
champion Quinn Nash beat Shane Shamrock 
.- Corporal Punishment defeated Jimmy 


Cicero ... Mark Schrader beat Forty Ounce 
Ferguson ... Reggie Carrington won a “King Of 
The Hill” battle royal ... King Kong Bundy beat 
heavyweight champion Salvatore Sincere by 
disqualification. 
(11-21-97) 

—Jeff Amdur 


BALTIMORE—WWF at the Arena: Big Van 
Vader beat Rocky Maivia ... Billy Gunn &Jesse 
James defeated The Headbangers ... Ken 
Shamrock beat Faarooq ... World tag team 
champions The Legion of Doom defeated D-Lo 
Brown & Kama Mustafa ... Max Mini, Nova, & 
Mosaic beat Tarantula, Torito, & Piratita 
Morgan ... DudeLove beat Savio Vega in a 
falls-count-anywhere match ... The Undertaker 
defeated Hunter Hearst Helmsley in a casket 
match. 
(11-16-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


HAMPSTEAD—MEWF at North Carroll High 
School: Bam Bam Bigelow pinned King Kong 
Bundy ... Little Louie defeated King Sleazy ... 
Nikolai Volkoff beat Doink ... Malia Hosaka 
pinned Fantasia ... Jimmy Cicero & Julio 
Sanchez defeated Christian York & Ramblin 
Rich ... Quinn Nash won the light heavyweight 
title in a ladder match by defeating Mark 
Schrader & Adam Flash ... Salvatore Sincere 
beat Pit Bull ll ... George “The Animal” Steele 
pinned Mike Sharpe. 
(11-15-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


BROWNSBURG—Wild Championship Wrestling 
Outlaws at the St. Malachy School: Johnnie 
Walker beat The Muller ... Johnny Eagle 
pinned light heavyweight champ Indiana Kidd 
dr. in a non-title match ... T.J. Powers beat 
Steve Valentine ... Big Red pinned The 
Grasshopper & The Muller in a handicap match 
.. Billy Bart & Austin James beat Bobby Colt 
& Don Basher ... Light heavyweight champ 
Indiana Kidd Jr. pinned Sgt. Nelson ... 
Johnnie Walker beat T.J. Powers. 
(11-08-97) 

—Harold Newt 


MASSACHUSETTS 


BOSTON—WWF at the FleetCenter: Savio 
Vega, Miguel Perez, & Jose Estrada Jr. defeat- 
ed Chainz, Skull, & Eight-Ball ... Jim Neidhart 
defeated The Sultan ... Ken Shamrock defeat- 
ed Hunter Hearst Helmsley ... World tag team 
champions Jesse James & Billy Gunn defeated 
The Headbangers ... The Undertaker beat 
World champion Shawn Michaels by disqualifi- 
cation ... Kane defeated Vader ... Marc Mero 
beat Flash Funk ... The Legion of Doom & 
Steve Austin defeated Faaroog, Rocky Maivia, 
& Kama Mustafa. 
(11-29-97) 

—Dawn Urbani 


MICHIGAN 


AUBURN HILLS—WCW World War III pay-per- 
view at ThePalace: Meng & The Barbarian 
defeated Glacier & Ernest Miller ... TV champ 
Perry Saturn beat Disco Inferno by submission 
... Yuji Nagata pinned Ultimo Dragon ... World 
tag team champs Rick & Scott Steiner beat 
Dave Taylor & Steven Regal ... Raven beat 
Scotty Riggs in a no-disqualification match ... 
Steve McMichael pinned Alex Wright (substitut- 
ing for the injured Bill Goldberg) ... 
Cruiserweight champ Eddy Guerrero beat Rey 


Misterio Jr. ... U.S. champion Curt Hennig 
pinned Ric Flair ... Scott Hall won a 60-man 
battle royal to earn a shot at the World title at 
SuperBrawl. 
(11-23-97) 

—Matthew Duffield & Josh Shernoff 


MISSOURI 


SPRINGFIELD—WCW at the Shrine Mosque: 
Ernest Miller pinned Brad Armstrong ... Ray 
Traylor defeated Dave Taylor ... Cruiserweight 
champion Rey Misterio Jr. beat Juventud 
Guerrera ... Chris Benoit & Steve McMichael 
defeated Meng & The Barbarial: ... Eddy 
Guerrero pinned Dean Malenko ... World tag 
team champs Rick & Scott Steiner beat Harlem 
Heat ... U.S. champ Curt Hennig beat Ric Flair 
by disqualification. 
(11-08-97) 

—Matthew Duffield 


NEW JERSEY 


TRENTON—ECW at the CYO: Chris Chetti 
defeated Danny Morrison ... Spike Dudley 
defeated Erin O’Grady ... Jerry Lynn beat Paul 
Diamond ... Justin Credible defeated Mikey 
Whipwreck ... TV champ Taz defeated Roadkill 
... Tag team champs Tracey Smothers & Little 
Guido won a four-way match against Buh Buh 
Ray & D-Von Dudley, New Jack & John 
Kronus, and Axl Rotten & B. Mahoney ... 
Heavyweight champion Bam Bam Bigalow 
defeated Chris Candido ... The Sandman & 
Tommy Dreamer defeated Sabu & Rob Van 
Dam. 
(11-28-97) 

—Mary Haller 


NEW YORK 


POUGHKEEPSIE—Extreme Championship 
Wrestling at the Mid-Hudson Civic Center: 
Tommy Rogers & Jerry Lynn beat Paul 
Diamond & Roadkill ... Justin Credible beat 
Mikey Whipwreck ... TV champ Taz defeated 
Spike Dudley ... Shane Douglas beat Chris 
Chetti ... Tag team champs Tracey Smothers & 
Little Guido won a four-way dance over Buh 
Buh Ray & D-Von Dudley, Axi Rotten & B. 
Mahoney, and New Jack & John Kronus ... 
Heavyweight champ Bam Bam Bigelow beat 
Chris Candido ... Sabu beat The Sandman ... 
Tommy Dreamer beat Rob Van Dam. 
(11-21-97) 

—Sal Myers 


ELMHURST—ECW at the Elks Lodge: Tommy 
Rogers beat Chris Chetti ... Justin Credible & 
Jason beat Mikey Whipwreck & Spike Dudley 
... Chris Candido beat Jerry Lynn ... TV 
champ Taz beat Buh Buh Ray Dudley ... Tag 
team champions Tracey Smothers & Little 
Guido defeated Axl Rotten & B. Mahoney ... 
Tommy Dreamer beat Paul Diamond ... 
Heavyweight champ Bam Bam Bigelow defeat- 
ed Sabu by disqualification. 
(11-20-97) 

—Ron Butler 


NEW YORK—WWF at Madison Square Garden: 
Billy Gunn & Jesse James beat The 
Headbangers ... Faaroog defeated Ahmed 
Johnson ... Crush & Chainz beat D-Lo Brown 
& Kama Mustafa ... World champion Shawn 
Michaels defeated “Brooklyn Brawler” Steve 
Lombardi ... World tag team champions The 
Legion of Doom beat Savio Vega & Miguel 
Perez ... Kane beat Big Van Vader ... Max 

(Continued on page 50) 


WANNA BE A WRESTLER? 
PHONE 850-934-8435 


SKULL KRUSHERS 


WRESTLING SCHOOL 
AND WRESTLING WEAR 

WRESTLING MASKS $20 

SPANDEX TIGHTS $55 
SPANDEX TRUNKS $35 


STATE WAIST,INSDE LEG SIZE + COLOR 
SKULL KRUSHER T-SHIRTS $10 
ADULT AND KIDS SIZE AVAILABLE 
WRESTLING VIDEOS $15 
SEND $4 FOR NEW COMPLETE LIST 
BOOTS,GOWNS,BELTS, TIGHTS 
LEOTARDS,ELBOW PADS 
KNEE PADS, TRUNKS, ETC. 
ADD $4 POSTAGE ON GARMENTS 
TO BIZARE BAZZAR 
P,O.BOX 6188,GULF BREEZE.FL 32561 


CIT Y/STATEUZIP. ..nsssescsccuerssseretsesneeesesanssneerrsenrsere 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO BIZARE BAZZAR 
WORLDS BEST WRESTLING WEAR 


§ MAKE BG MONEY 
IN PRO WRESTLING § 


Whether you want to be in the 
wrestling spotlight or make money behind 
the scenes, this book was written for you!! 
Co-authored by wrestling superstars KING 
KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY BOY” 
LARRY SHARPE, HITTIN’ THE MAT 
contains everything you need to know to 
prepare for a wrestling or non-wrestling 
career in this exciting business. GUAR- 
ANTEED! Whether you want to make 
money in the wrestling industry or just enjoy 
watching, this book is a must! Act now and 
receive the following FREE bonuses: 


1. Autographed, personalized picture of 
KING KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY 
BOY” LARRY SHARPE. 


2. Informative guide describing dozens of 
non-wrestling positions. 


3. Money-saying coupons for wrestling 
publications, training, equipment, memor- 
abilia and more. 


Only $12.95 + $2 S/H 
(Add $5 outside U.S.) 


DON’T WAIT! ORDER TODAY! 


Send to: 
HITTIN’ THE MAT 
704 BROADWAY, #188A 
MANTUA, NJ 08051 
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Mini, Nova, & Mosaic beat Torito, Piratita 
Morgan, & Tarantula ... Dude Love defeated 
Jim Neidhart ... Ken Shamrock beat Rocky 
Maivia ... The Undertaker & Steve Austin 
defeated Shawn Michaels & Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley. 
(11-15-97) 

—Philip Grover 


NORTH CAROLINA 


MORGANTON—Pro Wrestling Federation at the 
Armory: Flaming Youth defeated Cruel 
Connection Il ... Chris Hamrick & Ripper beat 
tag team champions Terry Austin & Black 
Angel to win the belts ... Super Brat defeated 
Black Dragon Il ... Krush defeated Eastern 
States champion The Bodyguard to win the 
title, then destroyed the belt and announced he 
wanted a shot at Italian Stallion’s heavyweight 
championship ... Heavyweight champion Italian 
Stallion (with Sgt. Price) defeated George 
South (with Madd Maxxine). 
(11-27-97) 

—Brock Chandler 


GREENSBORO—WWF at the Coliseum 
Complex: Taka Michinoku beat Brian 
Christopher ... The Disciples of Apocalypse 
beat Los Boricuas ... Ahmed Johnson defeat- 
ed The Sultan ... Marc Mero beat Flash Funk 
... Kane beat Vader ... World tag team champs 
The Road Warriors beat Billy Gunn & Jesse 
James ... Mark Henry beat D-Lo Brown ... Ken 
Shamrock defeated Hunter Hearst Helmsley ... 
Dude Love beat Rocky Maivia in a falls-count- 
anywhere match ... The Undertaker beat World 
champ Shawn Michaels by disqualification. 
(11-22-97) 

—WMichael Carpenter 


SANFORD—Omega Pro Wrestling at the 
Armory: Ice beat Cyclone ... Venom defeated 
The Devastator ... Kid Vicious & Mike 
Maverick beat Fuma & Hydro and Bobby 
Burnette & T.C. Brimstone in a triangle match 
... T.C. Brimstone beat Bobby Burnette ... Kid 
Dynamo beat Joey Matthews ... Black Skull 
beat Kid Dynamo ... Wolverine beat 
Champain ... Surge defeated Otto Schwanz 
by disqualification. 
(11-08-97) 

—Dan Parris & Allan Barrie 


OHIC 
CLEVELAND—WWF at the Gund Arena: 
Miguel Perez, Savio Vega, & Jose Estrada Jr, 
defeated Chainz, Skull, & Eight-Ball ... Ken 
Shamrock defeated D-Lo Brown .,. Marc Mero 
defeated Flash Funk ... Kane beat Vader ... 
The Legion of Doom & Steve Austin defeated 
Faaroog, Rocky Maivia, & Kama Mustafa ... 
Jim Neidhart defeated The Sultan ... World tag 
team champs Billy Gunn & Jesse James 
defeated The Headbangers ... The Undertaker 
beat Hunter Hearst Helmsley in a casket 
match. 
(11-28-97) 

—Bob Grossman 


DAYTON—WCW at the Hara Arena: Scotty 
Riggs beat Steven Regal ... Chris Jericho 
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beat Alex Wright ... Chris Benoit defeated Yuji 
Nagata ... The Barbarian & Meng defeated 
Public Enemy ... “Diamond” Dallas Page beat 
Mortis ... U.S. champion Curt Hennig defeated 
Ric Flair by disqualification ... Lex Luger beat 
Scott Hall. 
(11-20-97) 

—Tom Rosen 


LIMA—Globa! Wrestling Alliance at the Civic 
Center: Brian Ireland defeated Devin Daniels 
... Jose Perez defeated Dexter Damentia ... 
Mr. Main Event defeated Scott Stone ... Elvis 
Elliott beat Alexis Machine ... Kasey Thunder 
defeated G. Moe ... Larry Destiny defeated 
Calavera Cortez ... Heavyweight champ 
Crusher Kline defeated Brian Fury by disquali- 
fication. 
(11-08-97) 

—Sam Farmer 


OREGON 


PORTLAND—Portland Wrestling at the 
Collector's Market Sports Arena: Josh Wilcox & 
Matt Borne beat Bruiser Brian & Confusion ... 
C.W. Bergstrom & Lou Andrews beat Chuck 
Gordy & Richie Magnet ... Bart Sawyer 
defeated Tony Cozena ... Chad wrestled 
Sumito to a 15-minute time-limit draw. 
(11-08-97) 

—Valerie Almond 


PENNSLYVANIA 


READING—PCW at the Cloister: Gino Caruso 
pinned Mr. Ooh La La (managed by Barry 
Casino) ... Reckless Youth pinned Mike 
Quackenbush to win the junior heavyweight 
title ... Glen Osbourne defeated Viper in a bull- 
rope match ... Lance Diamond defeated Ace 
Darling in a best-of-three-falls match to win the 
Americas title ... Kodiak Bear beat Boogie 
Woogie Brown by countout ... Chef D.Z. 
Gillespie, Dave Patera, & Kris Krueger defeat- 
ed Julio Sanchez, J.R. Ryder, & Blue Thunder 
... Tiger Khan pinned Cheetah Master in a 
lumberjack match to win the heavyweight cham- 
pionship after Reckless Youth interfered ... 
Agent Maxx beat Devon Storm by disqualifica- 
tion ... Bart Gunn & Spellbinder defeated 
Steven Dunn & Flash Flanagan. 
(11-21-97) 

—Timothy A, Walker 


BETHLEHEM—WCW at Stabler Arena: Disco 
Inferno beat Alex Wright ... Harlem Heat beat 
Public Enemy ... Scotty Riggs defeated 
Stevie Richards ... Raven beat Scotty Riggs 
... Eddy Guerrero defeated Chris Jericho ... 
Cruiserweight champ Rey Misterio Jr. defeated 
Dean Malenko ... Ric Flair & Steve McMichael 
beat Konnan & Curt Hennig by disqualification. 
(11-15-97) 

—Lee Anne Smith 


PHILADELPHIA—Extreme Championship 
Wrestling at the ECW Arena: Mikey Whipwreck 
pinned Spike Dudley ... Justin Credible 
defeated Chris Chetti ... The Blue Meanie 
pinned Jason .... Al Snow defeated Paul 
Diamond ... Chris Candido & Lance Storm 
defeated Tommy Rogers & Jerry Lynn ... 


Heavyweight champ Bam Bam Bigelow pinned 
Shane Douglas ... B, Mahoney won a four-way 
dance against Tracey Smothers, D-Von 
Dudley, and John Kronus ... Taz & Tommy 
Dreamer defeated Sabu & Rob Van Dam. 
(11-08-97) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


YORK—New Wrestling Alliance at the Armory: 
Johnny B. Goode wrestled Scotty Piper to a 
draw ... Emilio Ulacia beat The Warhawk ... 
Blackjack Dalton defeated Darrell Duggan by 
disqualification ... The American Sky Troopers 
beat Kevin Kirby & Rick Michaels .., “Banjo” 
Bucky Bass defeated Jake Steele ... Jay Eagle 
beat Rocky Anderson ... Ricky McDaniel beat 
Manny Fernandez by disqualification. 
(11-21-97) 

—Dan Parri$ 


GREER—Southern Championship Wrestling at 
the Sports Arena: Blinky the Clown & Jebidiah 
Beauraguard defeated Steve Stampede & The 
Purple Haze ... Jay Eagle defeated Lance 
Gaylord ... S.W. Steele beat Billy Badd ... Loc 
Dog beat The Desperado ... The Nightmare & 
Madd Maxx Miles defeated Cruiser & Norton 
Lewis to win the tag team title. 
(11-11-97) 

—Dan Parris 


TENNESSEE 
NASHVILLE—Music City Wrestling atthe ° 
Fairgrounds Sports Arena: Thrillbilly beat 
Anderson ... Romeo Valentine defeated Nick 
Dinsmore after Flash Flanagan interfered’... 
Colorado Kid beat Trailer Park Trash .... 
Steven Dunn defeated Rex King ... “Exotic” 
Adrian Street & Shane Eden beat Ken Arden 
& Frenchy Riviera (managed by Paul Adams) 
by disqualification ... Wolfie D & Steven Dunn 
(substituting for the injured Doug Gilbert) 
defeated Flash Flanagan & Billy Joe Travis in 
a dog-collar match. 
(11-29-97) 

—Timothy Anderson 


UNION COUNTY—Tennessee Mountain 
Wrestling at Sharpes Chapel Elementary 
School: Chaos defeated The Eliminator ... 
Mike Powers & Big Jess defeated Chester & 
The Matador ... Paul Ray defeated Johnny 
Raynor ... The Memphis Matia defeated Tom 
Pitner & J.T. Coleminer. 
(11-29-97) 

—Darrell Daulton 


KNOXVILLE—TMW at the Halston Elementary 
School: Chaos defeated Gabe Castell ... 
James Blevins & Stan Lee defeated Rickey 
Rocket & Mike Powers ... Johnny Raynor 
defeated Paul Ray ... The tag team title was 
held up when champions Don Wright & J.T. 
Coleminer were involved in a double-pin situa- 
tion with The Memphis Mafia ... Jimmy Golden 
beat Jeff Anderson ... Tony Anthony beat 
Buddy Landell. 
(11-27-97) 

—Bill Needham 


FALL BRANCH—Southern States Wrestling at 
the Sampson Center: Roger Ham pinned 
Brooklyn Bad Boy Il ... Dr. Mike Cooper 
defeated Chuck Jones ... Johnny Thunder 
beat Tim Cooper ... Brooklyn Bad Boy | beat 
Danny Christian to win the Appalachian title ... 
Ricky Harrison beat Stan Lee & The Duke of 
New York in a handicap match ... Beau James 
& Dr. Mike Cooper beat Death & Destruction 
in a best-of-three-falls match. 
(11-15-97) 

—Allan Barrie 


SPRINGFIELD—Music City Wrestling at the 
Armory: Thrillbilly beat Frenchie Riviera ... 
Billy Travis beat Shane Eaden ... Candi 
Devine defeated Debbie Combs by disqualifi- 
cation ... Kenny & John Arden beat The 
Shooting Stars ... Wolfie D beat Flash 
Flanagan in a first-blood match. 
(11-14-97) 

—WMarcus Watkins 


NASHVILLE—Music City Wrestling at the 
Fairgrounds: Trailer Park Trash beat Shane 
Eden ... Bobby Brawnz beat Kenny Arden by 
disqualification ... Nich Dinsmore beat 
Frenchie Riviera ... Lone Eagle beat Little 
Asian ... J.C. Ice defeated Terry Golden ... 
Doug Gilbert defeated Billy Joe Travis in a 
first-blood match ... Flash Flanagan beat 
Wolfie D in a hangman's noose match. 
(11-08-97) 

—Justin Ramey 


VIRGINIA 


RICHMOND—WWF at the Coliseum: Marc 
Mero beat D-Lo Brown ... The Disciples of 
Apocalypse beat Los Boricuas ... Brian 
Christopher beat Taka Michinoku ... World 
tag team champs The Road Warriors beat 
Jesse James & Billy Gunn ... Mark Henry 
beat The Sultan ... Ken Shamrock beat Kama 
Mustafa ... Dude Love beat Rocky Maivia in a 
falls-count-anywhere match ... The Undertaker 
beat Hunter Hearst Helmsley. 
(11-21-97) 

—Carl Bender 


ALEXANDRIA—IPWA at Secret Cove 
Restaurant: Tournament to declare a new 
heavyweight champion, first round: Otto 
Schwanz wrestled Cueball Carmichael to a 
double-disqualification ... Jimmy Cicero 
pinned Harvey Powers ... Julio Sanchez 
pinned Ray Storm ... Salvatore Sincere 
pinned Corporal Punishment ... Second 
round; Cicero pinned Sanchez (Sincere 
received a bye since both Schwanz and 
Carmichael were eliminated) ... Finals: 
Salvatore Sincere pinned Jimmy Cicero to 
win the title ... Non-tournament match: Big 
Slam & Joey Matthews beat Christian York & 
C.W, Anderson. 
(11-07-97) 

—Paul Russel 


WEST VIRGINIA 


CLARKSBURG—Atlantic Coast Championship 
Wrestling at the R.W. High School Gym: Jim 
Hawkins won a baitle royal ... TV champion 
Mr. Attitude beat The Rough Rider in a lum- 
berjack match ... Scotty Blaze beat Eddie 
Edmonds by disqualification ... Tag team 
champions Cousin Elmer & R.J. Stomper 
defeated Bob Brown & Steve Ramsey ... The 
Cuban Commando beat Mike Morgan ... 
Joey Austin defeated The Bounty Hunter ... 


Buddy Rose pinned Lance Malinowski. 
(11-15-97) 
—J. Travis Miller 


KEYSER—Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation at 
Keyser Middle School: Adam Flash pinned 
Jimmy Jannetty ... Gino Caruso defeated 
Nick Maddocks ... Tommy Hawk & The Pit 
Fighter beat Lucifer & Switchblade ... Jimmy 
Cicero pinned Reggie Carrington ... Jimmy 
Snuka pinned Julio Sanchez ... King Kaluha 
beat Christian York ... Cueball Carmichael 
defeated Doink ... Salvatore Sincere pinned 
Corporal Punishment to win the vacant heavy- 
weight title. 
(11-08-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


KINGWOOD—Altlantic Coast Championship 
Wrestling at the Armory: Cousin Elmer & RiJ. 
Stomper beat The Gatekeeper & The Dark 
Overlord to win the tag team title ... Scotty 
Blaze beat Eddie Edmonds by countout ... 
The Rough Rider pinned The Extremist ... 
Mr. Attitude defeated Buddy Rose to win the 
TV title ... The Cuban Commando beat Mike 
Morgan ... Bob Brown & Steve Ramsey beat 
The Milwaukee Mauler & Luscious Lance ... 
Bobby Kane pinned G.Q. Masters ... The 
Bounty Hunter defeated Joey Austin. 
(11-08-97) 

—James E. Hawkins Jr. 


INTERNATIONAL 


CANADA 
MONTREAL, QUEBEC—Northern Cham- 
pionship Wrestling at the St.-Damase Church: 
Marc the Grizzly beat El Diablero ... The 
Vipers beat The Cosa Nostra ... Steven the 
Sweet Boy beat Black Eagle to win the TV title. 
... Dream Warriors beat Access Denied ... 
Syl the Sadist wrestled Daniel Leon to a dou- 
ble-countout ... Alexander the Magnificent 
beat Marz to win the Inter-city title ... Quebec 
champ Iceman defeated Steve Rush. 
(11-23-97) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


BEAUHARNOIS, QUEBEC—Northern Cham- 
pionship Wrestling at the Civic Center: Steven 
the Sweet Boy & Daniel Leon beat Access 
Denied ... Marc the Grizzly defeated Mike 
Lyons ... Black Eagle defeated The Super 
Headhunter ... Tag team champions The 
Dream Warriors defeated Steve Rush & 
Alexander the Magnificent ... Marz beat Joe 
Milano ... Frankie the Mobster defeated 
Golem the Giant ... Quebec champion Iceman 
beat Jason. 
(11-15-97) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


MONTREAL, QUEBEC—WWF Survivor Series 
pay-per-view at the Molson Centre: Elimination 
matches: Henry & Phineas Godwinn, Billy 
Gunn, & Jesse James defeated The 
Headbangers & The Blackjacks ... The Truth 
Commission beat The Disciples of 
Apocalypse ... Jim Neidhart, Davey Boy 
Smith, Doug Furnas, & Phil Lafon beat 
Goldust, Big Van Vader, Steve Blackman, & 
Marc Mero ... The Road Warriors, Ahmed 
Johnson, & Ken Shamrock defeated The 
Nation of Domination ... Other matches: 


Kane pinned Mankind ... Steve Austin pinned 
Intercontinental champ Owen Hart to win the 
title ... Shawn Michaels defeated World cham- 
pion Bret Hart with a “sharpshooter” to win the 
title. 
(11-09-97) 

—Matthew Duffield & Bertrand Hebert 


MONTREAL, QUEBEC—Northern Cham- 
pionship Wrestling's Survivor Series at the 
Arena; The Vipers beat The Cosanostra & 
Alexander the Magnificent ... The Dream 
Killers beat Team Esel Krap ... The Marz 
Team defeated The Mike Lyons Team ... 
Team Iceman beat The Cult ... In the final 
baitle of survivors from each team: \ceman & 
Playboy beat Golem the Giant (from The Marz 
team). 
(11-08-97) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


TORONTO, ONTARIO—WWF at the SkyDome: 
Tiger Ali Singh beat Miguel Perez ... D-Lo 
Brown & Kama Mustafa beat The 
Headbangers ... Ahmed Johnson defeated 
Rocky Maivia :.. World tag team champs The 
Legion of Doom beat Henry & Phineas 
Godwinn ... Savio Vega was declared the win- 
ner over Goldust when Goldust was injured. 
After the match, Goldust came back to the ring 
and attacked Vega ... Big Van Vader & 
Faaroog wrestled to a no-contest ... The 
Undertaker, Steve Austin, & Mankind beat 
Bret Hart, Davey Boy Smith, & Jim Neidhart. 
(11-08-97) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
APRIL 


CALIFORNIA 


LOS ANGELES—NWA at the Olympic 
Auditorium: Great Goliath & Gordon Neilson 
beat Salvator Lothario & Mando Lopez ... 
David Morgan & Raul Mata defeated The 
Masked Vigilantes ... John Tolos pinned Juan 
Rivas ... A best-of-three-falls match between 
Victor Rivera and Dr. X was ruled a draw as 
both won one fall apiece and the deciding fall 
went to the time limit. 
(04-04-73) 

—David Pedro 


MASSACHUSETTS 


BOSTON—WWWF at the Garden: Arnold 
Skaaland pinned Mike Conrad ... Manuel Soto 
pinned Jack Evans ... Beautiful Bobby defeat- 
ed Miguel Feliciano ... Jimmy Valiant defeated 
Zolo by submission ... Blackjack Mulligan beat 
Chief Jay Strongbow ... World heavyweight 
champion Pedro Morales defeated Bulldog 
Brower in a cage match. 
(04-17-71) 

—PWI archives 


TEXAS 


DALLAS—World Class at the Sportatorium: 
Steve Simpson wrestled Johnny Mantell to a 
draw ... “Iceman” King Parsons defeated 
Steve Regal ... Brian Adias beat Jerry Allen 
.. Rick Rude defeated Brickhouse Brown ... 
Brulser Brody & King Parsons defeated Terry 
Gordy & Buddy Roberts. 
(04-25-86) 

—PWI archives 
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(1990 - 1994) 


WORLD WRESTLING (1%) 
FEDERATION LA) 
} HASBRO 4 INCH ACTION FIGURES BX 
**(all mint in package) © WWF HASBRO 4" WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 
All Figures in This Section are $15.00 each. 
Bret Hart #1 Tatanka #1 
Big Boss Man #1 Big Boss Man #2 
Berzerker Hacksaw Duggan #1 
E! Matador LAS. 
Scott Steiner Hacksaw Duggan #2 
Bushwacker Butch Buskwacker Luke 
Headshrinker Fatu Headshrinker Samu 


OTHER WWF HASBRO 4" WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 
Uttimate Warr #3 [Purple Trunks). $50.00 ea. Taras Tornado —<nnu-—esnonee $90.00 €2. 
Tork Man... — $40.00.ea. —_Uimate Warrior #1 (Green Trunks) . $35.00 ea. 
ve $30.00 


Randy Savage (King wi Crow)... $30.00 ea, 
Brutus Beelcake #2 (White & Black) . $30,00 a. 


Brutus Beelcake #1 
Dragon Steamboat 
The Mountie 
Undertacker #1 
Giant Gonzalez 
Marty Janetty 


Earthquake .... 
Hulk Hogan #3 (wath Hutkapiex) . 
Ted ssn #1 (Black Suit)... 


Crush #1 .. — 
Razor Ramon #2 (with Black Vest) = 


WWF HASBRO TAG TEAM 2 PACKS 
WWF Tag Team 2 Packs (2 Figures in each set) 
The Bushwackers #1 (Luke & Butch)... $2000 set St 


The Rockers (Shawn & Marty) ...-...$40.00 set 


By Just Toys $7.00 each or (any 4 $7.00 figures for $25.00) 
ese are 5° bendable figures and are MINT in package 
ist s 


Series ; 
Diese! - $700e2 Dark $700ea Raney Ramon . $7.00 ea. 


2nd Series 
The Undertaker $7.00 62 
3rd Series 
Goiddsst ___. $7.00 2 
4th Series 
Vater 


—7.0ea Bret Hat 


British Bulldog . $7.00ed 123K. $10.02 Mabel _.. $10.0 ea. 


Shawn Michaels $7.00 ea. Ahmed Johnson. $10,002 Yokoruna _. $10.00 ea. 


$7.00 e2 Senay ~ $1004 Mac Mer $7.00ea Psycho Se $7.00 ea 
5th Series 


Steve Austin — $7.00e2 Rochly Mave _ $7.00 ea Mann __ §7.00ea Faatong $7.00 2 


Apical. $7.0) 6a Undertaier #2 — $7.00 ea, Hunter Helmsley$7.00 ea 


em figure. The bottom of this ring converts into a carrying 
® case for the Bend-em Wrestling Figures. ..... $25.00 set 


a ee 8 
NEW WWF ACTION FIGURES-WWF SUPERSTARS 
By Jakks Toys (1996-1997) New line of WWF Action Figures based on some 
of the most popular WWF Superstars. Each figure has a “Bone Crunching 
Sound” when posed. These action figures are 6” tall. ALL JAKKS FIGURES 
ARE $15.00 EACH OR (ANY 6 FOR $75.00) Choose from: 
4th Series 


1st Series 
Jerry “The King’ Lawler * “Stone Cold” Steve Austin. « Faaroog 


Undertaker #1. * Shawn Michaels #1 (Blue Panis) 
Brel Hari #1 (BickShinPnk Pants) * Golddust 
2nd Series 

Ultimate Warrior * Vader * Owen Hart © Undertaker #2 

Bret Hart #2 (Red ShiryBick Parts) * Shawn Michaels (Rad Outil) 

rd Series 

Bret Harl #3 © Shawn Michaels #3 * Sid + British Bulldog 

Ahmed Jonnson + Mankind 

dustin * Hawk Bradshaw * Vader #2 » Hunler Haarst Helmsley 

5th Series 

“Stone Cold Steve Austin » Sycho Sid * Rocky Maivia é ? Pe 
Flash Funk « Ken Shamrock * Savio Vega . 

Stomp Serles 

Ahmed Johnson * Undertaker * Brian Pillman * Crush * Ken Shamrock * Austin 
Signature Series 
Hawk #2 * Animal #2 + Goldust #2 * Steve Austin 3:16 Shirt 
Mariknd #2 + Hunter Hearst Helmsley #2 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC, 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


linc, 
OURS Monday-Friday - 9 a.m.-8 p.m, EST 


Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 


(EST) 


CHAMPIONSHIP BELTS FOR WRESTLING FIGURES 


THESE BELTS FIT THE FOLLOWING ACTION 

FIGURES LINES: 

WWF LIN 8 inch Wrestling Figures trom 1984-1989 

WWF Hasbro 4 inch figures trom 1990-1995 

WWF Jakks 6 inch Figures from 1996-1937 

WWF Just Toy Bendems 5 figutres from 1990 

WCW Galiob 4 inch Figuras from 1990 

WCW San Francisco Toymakers 7 inch Figures trom 1994-1997 

CMLL 5 inch mexican Wrestlers from 1992 

‘AWAS inch Remco Wrestling Figures from 1986 

SERIES 1 

Each Belt has a btack strap with gold medallion 

WE HAVE 3 DIFFERENT KINDS AVAILABLE 

1) World Heavyweight Championship 2) World Tag Team Championship 

3) International Championship 

WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS: Buy any single belt for $3.00 each 

4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $8.00 contains: 

1 World Heavyweight Belt, 1 Intemational Belt, 2 World Tag Team Betts 

12 PACK OF BELTS FOR $20.00 contains: 

3 World Heavy weight Bells, 3 Intemational Belts, 6 World Tag Team Baits 


SERIES 2 
EACH BELT HAS A BROWN STRAP WITH SILVER MEDALLION, 
We have 4 Ditferent Kinds Available 


1) Ught it Championship, 2) intercontinental Championship, 3) United States 
Championship, 4) Cruiserweight Championship 


WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS: Buy any single belt for $3.00 each 


4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $8.00 CONTAINS: 1 of each 
12 PACKS OF BELTS FOR $20.00 CONTAINS: 3 of each. 


JAKKS ITEMS 


$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 
FEATURED MANAGERS 
Paul Bearer & Mankind, Bob Backlund & Sultan 
Clarances Mason & Crush, Sable & Marc Mero “Wildman” 


wren he Pett eee 


Rel nee 


5th Series Tag Team 2 Packs 


$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 


LEGION OF DOOM = HEADBANGERS 
NEW BLACK JACKS THE GODWINS 


RINGSIDE COLLECTION 


SUNNY - $10.00 VINCE MCMAHON - $10.00 
SABLE -$15.00 REFEREE - $15.00 


| Official Ringside 


Microphone 
$15.00 each 


PHONE NUMBERS: 
1-401-946-5720 


1-401-946-8492 


SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER ORDER 

ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED 
ALL ITEMS ARE IN STOCK 
INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 


Full Metal WWF - The Album 
14 differant songs includes 
many official arena 


Hulk Hogan and the Wrestling 
Boot Band (1995) 

10 different songs by Hulk 
Hogan and others. ars entrance themes. 

CO version .. 500 CODv 0.00 CD verso) 23.00 

Cassaite version 5.00 13.00 Cassatie version 17,00 


WWF Superstars - 
The Album (1933) 


14 INCH TALKING 
UNDERTAKER 


FIGURE 
(Mint in Box) by Playmates (1997) 
$50.00 each 


RINGMASTER 
FIGURES 
3 Inch figures with display stands 
these figures have big heads with little 
bodies and stand on a display stand 
whieh is included 

$8.00 EACH OR COMPLETE SET OF & FOR $40.00 


ndartaker + Bret Hart « Golduel » Shawn Michaels 


JAKKS ITEMS 


RAW IS WAR ACTION RING 
WITH 6 MINI FIGURES 


Comes With; Austin Amad, Faaroog, Mankind, 
Golddust, Helmsiey 


$25.00 SET 


WAS t: ChAabin WRESTLEMANIA 
ACTION RING 


WITH 6 MINI 
FIGURES 


Comes With: Shawn, Bret, 
Undertaker, Owen, Sid, Vader 


$25.00 SET 


RAZOR RAMON & DIESEL 2 


FIGURE PACK 

Thie vas a Limited Edition 2 Figure Pack that was lim- 

ited to only 10,000 sets, This rare 2-Pack saw limited 

distribution. The Razor Ramon has a yellow outfit and 
the Diesel has "Big Daddy Cool” written on his shirt 

Special Price for a Limited Time — Only 

$30.00 set of 2 


OFFICIAL 

WWF WRESTLING 
MONSTER RING 
BY JAKKS 


(1996) Mint 1), Cox made to fil 6° 
Action Figures — $30.00 ea 
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NONETERRING 


FULL SIZE 60 PAGE SCI-Fl AND 
SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG 
SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 


Copyright Owners. 


Linc J 
Monday-Friday - 9 a.m.-8 p.m. EST 
HOURS Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 


Address: FIGURES Inc. 
P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI 02919 


bi WWF LIFESIZE 
/- “| STAND-UPS 
by Advanced Graphics (1996) 
Lifesize Standups are full color 
= eae and actual size 


boone 


Orders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 (EST) 


WWF T-Shirts by Trinity Co. 


All T-shiris made from 100% cotton. All shirts come in adult and kid sizes, 


WWF FULL HEAD MASK 


by Cesar Inc. (1997) Kids T-shirts cevsurrnseerne 15,00 88. Adult T-shirts 4... 20.00 6a. 
Sizes Available Sizes Available 
FULL HEAD MASKS ARE SOFT VINYL AND FIT COMPLETELY Kids Medium Kids X-Large Adult Medium Adult X-Large 


OVER THE HEAD. Kids Large Adult XX-Large 


Bret “Hitman” Hart.. 


Adult Large 
... 935,00 each g 


ri eh = Choose from: Standups are 
YCNO AIC .... , Shawn Michaels The Undertaker $30.00 each. 
Goldust . $35.00 each Bret Hart Diesel 

Undertaker $35.00 each Note; These are only available to our United States customers, We can not 


send these overseas to other countries due to size of these, For U.S, custom- 
ers, must give street address (no P.O. boxes). 


WWF TRADING CARDS 


by Topps (1987) Each pack contains 9 picture CA1GS -....-rernnrewenns 
smatetnentnsotosesnnesvneneesnsernenennenes SO/00 POF PACK OF 10 packs tor $10,00 
Special Deal - Full factory box of 36 packs for only $20.00 


WWE Superstars Sticker Packs by Euro Flash i 
(made in Italy-1991) Each pack contains 6 full color stickers (made for the; 
Evropean Markel) ......sessserenme 91,00 per pack or 15 packs for $10.00 


WWF Superstars Trading Cards by Merlin (Rare) 

(Only sold in Italy) Each pack contains 8 cards, The front is in English and 
the back is in Italian (rare COMSCIORS CAPS)... nnsnyninnsraratatneninneninsonse 
-siermunicensetewseetenestepmecesrepereamiees 94,00 Pet pack or 12 packs for $10.00 
Special Deal - 100 packs for $50.00 


$35.00 each ' : 
Undertaker #3 = Shawn Michaels #1 


= 


Mankind 


% 


Shawn Michaels #2 Bret Hart #1 Bret Hart #2 Psycho Sid #1 


Classic WWF Trading Card Boxed Set 
(145 card set) Containing many WWF Superstars like Andre, Hulk, Uli. 
WAITIOL, BIC, ..scscssisssesrererniorensessnensestnrnimteraniensvessennce $10.00 COMplete set 


for 
tha above 145 card set. This is Uke a baseball card bindar that con- 
lalns enough plastic sheet card protectors so you can put in the entire 
145 CBPG SOE ecscsnscininsesseienepeneaniossivnnssitsimsimmarenns Oly $5,00 Bach 


Marc Mero #1 Owen Hart #1 British Bulldog #1 Goldust & Marlena #1 
Marc Mero #1 (Adult only) Goldust & Marlena #1 (Adult Only) 
Legion of Doom #1 (Adult only) Head Bangers #1 (Adult Only) 


1 P. TRADIN 

WWF Action Packed TradingCards Premiere Series 1 
Each pack contains 6 different fully embosed trading cards. These 
are the best type of trading cards made. They look 3-D. 

Packs randomly contain; Colossal Crushers Subset cards, 24K Gold 
Leaf cards, Randomly inserted autographed cards of the Under- 
taker and Macho Man Randy Savage. 
PRICES: 

$3.00 per pack 5 packs for $10.00 


This is a championship belt that has gold ridid plastic 
with soft belt strap (1997) 
$19.00 each One Size Fits All 


WRESTLEMANIA CHAMPIONSHIP 
by LUN Toys (1987) WRESTLING BELTS 


Authentic replica of the Official WWF Champion- 
ship WWF Medailion. Adjustable up to 31" waist. 


Legion of Doom 


ALSO AVAILABLE AUSTIN 3:16 


Each belt ts all former champions belore 1987 10 packs for $15.00 
Dewar Bly Grane hon Shek Bab Saline. WWF WRESTLING TRIVIA Complete set of all 42 cards 
PS SOP arene a GAMES 800 QUESTIONS for $20.00 
BY CARDINAL (199. 
Test your moved to the mat with Complete box of 24 packs 
this facinating trivia game about WWF for $24.00/set 


Wresiling. Contains 800 Questions 
covering both old and new WWF 
Superstars from the 1970's and 1990's 
$25.00 each 


WWF DELUXE (12x18) POSTER BOOKS 


by Creckdoard Press (1991) 


Set of 2 diferent WWF Full Color Posterbooks (each 
measure 12x18") 


|) WWF BURGER KING WRESTLEMANIA 
1997 PROMO PLASTIC CUP 

WWF Wrpstiemaria 13 Benger KingCoca Cola Cup-This large 

plasSc cop was distributed by Burger King only in the Chicago 

@ 84, not on a nabonal level. This cup shows Wrastersania 15 


Each Paster Book cotains & Fut Colo Poser: 
and has pictwed the Undertaker, Shawn Michaels, Psycho Sid and Amhad 
WWF SUPERSTARS and Villians square off in this no holds-barred | | om rm are prop heard ET | sins alco one lage Gack ci. Th ben be st eta 
version of the popular beach game. The fast and furious battery pow- | [em do, Urimate Warr, Sm Duggan, Bi Bost Nan, and te Undertaker, |-—=—= $5.00 each or (3 for $10.00) 


ered action emphasises skill over strength. Games comes complete | Saar 5” p : You get both posterbooks for onty $10.00 WWF HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 


with 20 inch long game set and 8 wrestling characters. $22,00 each | Ge Fp aes SET OF 6 DIFFERENT WWF COLLECTORS | “i by Pubie's Costumes (1996) Children's Coshuneas 


4 Undertaker - w! jumpsuit & mash . 
PRG (191) SET INCLUDES: a = Smal (46) - $20.00 ea; Mecdum (2-10) - $20.00 ) 


Leaping Lanny- Hulk Hagan, Utimate Warrior, Lod, Big Boss 
Wresiling with Rhyme seen eas | yy A ay 
by Lanny Poffo sabia Largo (12:14) $20.00 es. 


WWF STUFFED PILLOWS 
BY ACE NOVELTY CO. (1991) 

WWF set of 4 different 5 inch stuffed pillows 
These are a rare warehouse find. Each Pillow has a 
full color picture of WWF Superstar. 

Set includes; 

1) HULK HOGAN 2) JAKE THE SNAKE 

3) BIG BOSS MAN 4) ULTIMATE WARRIOR | SP evist Shih NID sscmemememves 


THIS 172 PAGE BOOK IS DEDICATED TO THE WWF 
WRESTLER, ANNOUNCERS, ARENA, CHARITIES, ETC, 
“FIGURES INC. EXCLUSIVE” 

(With Lanny and Randy Savage's Autograph) 

Own a limited edition copy of this book personally 
autographed by Lanny Poffo and his brother “Randy 
"= Macho Man Savage” exclusive for Figures Inc. customers 

ONLY $10.00 EACH! 


WARRIOR COMIC BOOK 
(May 1996) by Utimale Creations 
This is the first comic book of the 
Ultimate Warrior 
BSSURS 1-4 nnn $5.00 per issue 


Each pen has a replica 

autograph along with the i" 
Pe wrestler’s symbol on the pen 
cap, Comes in plastic display | 
(SlorS2000) | rose, $10.00sel013 Sar 


oe 


« SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER ORDER ‘ 
ORO RES: cau Mf TDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED Hf SUpcRHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG 
racteaetren INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 
1-401-946-8492 Copyright Owners. 


PAYMENT TERMS; 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


BATTLE OF THE BORES? 

I must confess that I have never 
been a big Sting fan. All that talk of 
the “little Stingers” was sickeningly 
similar to Hulk Hogan’s equally nau- 
seating references to his “Hulka- 
maniacs.” Then Sting transformed 
himself from a fan-pandering pansy 
into a dark, mysterious figure whose 
mere baseball bat-wielding presence 
caused the NWO to wet their diapers, 
and [ started to come around. How- 
ever, it didn’t take long for the new 
Sting to grow very old. Such a big 
deal has been made over the contract 
signing between Sting and Hulk 
Hogan that one Nitro was turned into 
a two-hour advertisement for Starr- 
cade’s Battle of the Bores. 

Recently, while Ric Flair was gain- 
ing his long-awaited revenge on Curt 
Hennig, Tony Schiavone reminded us 
57 times that Sting was going to wres- 
tle Hogan. Who really cares? I, for 
one, don’t. Hogan is not only a has- 


Ric Flair pounds away at the head of his 
arch-rival, Curt Hennig. Reader David 
Miller is much more interested in this 
feud than the one between Hulk Hogan 
and Sting. 
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been, but a never-was, and the 
last few times Sting showed up, 
it wasn’t Sting at all, but some 
nobody dressed like him. 

Hogan is full of hot air. Sting 
doesn’t talk, but he’s full of 
something. 

DAVID MILLER 
Oaktown, IN 


NWO FOR LIFE?! 

Why is it that Marcus “Buff” 
Bagwell is still a loyal member 
of the NWO? He seems to be 
given less recognition by the 
NWO than WCW gives to their 
Wildcat Willie mascot. It was 
acknowledged publicly on Nitro 
that both Hogan and Sting have 
parts in upcoming movies. 
Bagwell also has a movie out, 
but it’s never been mentioned 
by anyone. Kevin Nash came 
back from knee surgery on 
Nitro to a huge welcome back 
rally in the ring. That was the 
night Bagwell returned, too, and 
he got nothing. 

Bagwell has a lot of fans 
who are sick and tired of seeing 
him ignored. I watch every 
Nitro and WCW pay-per-view 
waiting to see Bagwell, but he’s 
never given his due by the 
announcers or the other mem- 
bers of the NWO. He’s an ex- 
cellent wrestler and a great asset to the 
NWO. If the NWO had any sense, it 
would give him the publicity he 
deserves. 

DENISE LORD 
Ashville, OH 


TREAT SABLE BETTER 

When will Mare Mero realize that 
no matter how “bad” he becomes, he 
will still be in the shadow of the love- 
ly Sable? Mero’s new look and per- 
sona, complete with boxing gloves, 
have done nothing to increase his pop- 
ularity, and his treatment of Sable 


Marcus Bagwell has gotten so much more arro- 
gant since he joined the NWO. Reader Denise 
Lord doesn’t believe the group features “Buff” 
prominently enough. 


only turns my stomach. Sable has nei- 
ther said nor done anything to make 
the fans hate her, but Mero is becom- 
ing increasingly annoying. I think that 
as long as he continues to act like he 
owns her, Mero will be snubbed by 
the fans. 

Mero should always be aware of 
one thing: He needs Sable, but she 
doesn’t need him. And she proved that 
by becoming the WWF’s merchandise 
model while Mero was out with his 
knee injury. 

KATHY FAULKNER 
St. Louis, MO [} 


Orders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 


WWF PHOTOS & POSTERS 


by Norman James Corp. (1996 
e * 


Official 6x10 Full Color Glossy Photos 

$5.00 each or (any 10 for $45.00) 

(photos are put in a plastic sleeve for protection) 

Choose from: 

The Undertaker Owen Hart 

Sunny 1-5 Vader British Bulldog 

Mare Mero Shawn Michaels Mankind 

Sable Amed Johnson  Golddust 

Smoking Gunns Psycho Sid Steve Austin#1 & 2 97 iy 


” 7] 


$6.00 each or (any 2 for $10,00) 

(posters come rolled and in plastic for protection) 

Choose from: Sunny The Undertaker 
Shawn Michaels 


SUPERSIZE STUFFED 
HULK HOGAN DOLLS 
by Ace Novelty (1991) 
These are Supersize Stuffed Hulk Hogan Dolls 
With a plush body with a detailed face. Hulk is 
wearing a “Python Power bandana. 
2 ‘fet. Stutied Hulk Hogan Doll....... $25.00 ea, 
3 Ve ft. Stuffed Hulk Hogan Doll...... $50.00 ea. 
SPECIAL DEAL: Get Both Hulk Hogans for $70,00 


CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING 
LEAGUE ACTION FIGURES 
Rare 5" Mexican Action Figures 
(made by the Original San Francisco Toymakers, 1992) 
Choose from: 


Rayo De Jalasco 
Long hair and vampire Has black & white mask 
pants (comes from Canada) —_with black pants. 
$15.00 each or (set of 2 for $25.00) 


CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING 
BUDDIES 18” STUFFED DOLLS 
by Future Toys of Mexico (1993) 

They are just like the WWF Wrestling Buddies that were put out a few 
years back. They stand 18" tall. 
Choose from: $25.00 each or (any 2 for $40.00) 
Pierroth - A wrestler with a Tinieblas - A wrestler with a full 
yellow and black mask, yellow black face mask with yellow and red 
shirt, black pants and black also on the mask. He has red boots 
boots. with yellow tights. 


WCW HULKSTER RACING 
43 MATCHBOX DIECAST 


COLLECTOR SETS 
by White Rose (1995) 


This is an authentically detailed 3 Piece set Matchbox car size which con- 
tains a Hulk Hogan racing car, Peterbilt trailer to hold Hogan racing car and 
WCW “Richard Petty” pit tour truck. The set of 3 comes in a red box. This 
was a very limited edition set. $25.00 per set or (2 sets for $40.00) 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


Ss Monday-Friday - 9 a.m.-8 p.m. EST 


ESD SS aed —— ides 


6” WCW WRESTLING FIGURES 


(All figures mint on card) by San Francisco Toymakers 
i 

Randy “Macho Man” Savage .... 

Johnny B Badd (silver tights)... 

Ric Flair (green tights and boois) . 

Sting (pink and yellow tights)... 

Hulk Hogan #2 (yellow shirt w/ belt). 

Vader #2 (black and red) 


7 W. i 
Hulk Hogan (Pre-ring yellow/red aati 
Sting (new black and pink outtit 
Ric Flair (red tights) 

Big Bubba Rogers (black pants ani 

Craig Pittman (in Marine outfit) 

Alex Wright (leather jacket/blue tights) 
Macho Man Randy Savage #2 (red/yellow 
Booker T (from Harlem Beat) 

Stevie Ray (from Harlem Beat) 

The Giant (black tights) 

Complete set of all 10 series 


WCW WRESTLING RING 


(Mint in box) $40.00 each 
with 4 electronic sounds and 
removable steel cage. Ring <a 
sizeis 13 1/2"by13 1/2" es 


$15.00 ea. 


$10.00 ea. 
. $10,00 ea. 
$10.00 ea. 
$10.00 ea. 
$10.00 ea. 
. $10,00 ea. 
. $10,00 ea, 
. 15,00 ea. 
. 15,00 ea. 
. $20.00 ea. 
. $80.00 set 


1 os 2 bed ave ' 


AM 2PACKS 
RARE Limited Edition“A Figures Inc. Exclusive!" 
$25.00 per set or (any 2 sets for $40.00) 
Choose from: Blue Bloods |!!! 
Harlem Heat (blue outfits) Nasty Boys (green outfits) 
NWO Hulk Hogan & Macho Man Randy Savage (black aii) 


WCW MONDAY 
NITRO 1997 
7 1/2" Action Figures 
(w/ vibrating action) 
$10.00 each or complete set === 
of 8 for $75.00 
Choose from: 
Hollywood Hogan Sting (w/ bat) 
Scott Hall Kevin Nash 
The Giant Lex Lugar 
Chris Benoit Kevin Sullivan mr 
SPECIAL TWO FIGURE PACK 
HULK HOGAN & 
DENNIS RODMAN 2PACK 
This is a 2 figure pack that 
includes Hollywood Hogan 
and Dennis Rodman 
$20.00 for set of 2 


PHONE NUMBERS: 
ALL ITEMS ARE IN STOCK 
1-401-946-5720 


1-401-946-8492 


SHIPPING IS §5,00 PER ORDER 
ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED 


INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 
All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 


WCW MAIN EVENT 
TRADING CARDS 


WCW Main Event 1995 Trading Cards by Cardz Inc. These 
came out in 1995 and contain Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, Ma- 
cho Man Savage, Arn Anderson, etc. Some packs contain 
randomly inserted autographed cards, 

($2.00 per pack) (10 packs for $10.00) (36 pack box for $25.00) 


WCW BELT BUCKLE PLAYSETS 


Kid sized belt buckles styled to look like the real championship belts, 


i 
NC 


Opens up to reveal a complete wrestling 
arena with a audience. Each set contains 
1.5 inch tall figures and a WCW sign. 

$12.00 each or (Both Sets for $20,00) 


HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP 
WRESTLING BELT 


Comes with the Hollywood Hogan and 
Sting with removable steel cage 


TAG TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING BELT 
Comes with Kevin Nash and Scott Hall vs. the Nasty Boys Tag Team 


OTHER WCW CARDS 


Complete set of 161 WCW cards featuring Flair, IRS, Steiner Bros, 
Sting, Freebirds, etc, (1991) $10.00 per set 


HULK HOGAN WCW 
HANDHELD VIDEO GAME Hae “i MIE 
* by Microgames of America (1995) 
Wresting Eye, Wresting a 


You control Hulk Hogan in this 
@ mission where | Fury, PW, Wrestling All 
Stars, et.c (our choice} 


1990s (any 4 for $10.00) 
1980s (any 4 for $10.00) 


aweshne 
you battle apainst your opponents 
‘nd try 10 save the day, Ii has ex 
ira large ctveen, has muttidevels 
Ot game play and has a sound on 
aod off button (mint in 
package) Only $15.00 each, 


WCW SLAM JAM - THE ORIGINAL WCW WRESTLING ALBUM 
11 OFFICIAL THEME SONGS OF THE WCW STARS by Grand Theft Productions (1992) 
Songs included are; “Don't Step to Ron’; “Man 
Called Sting’; *Mr. Bang Bang”; “Master of the | 
DDT’; "Freebird Forever’; “Simply Ravishing” 
“Johnny B Badd”; “The Natural’; “The Dragon”, § 
“He's Smokin’; “Steinenzed” . 
Factory sealed by Grand Thelt Records (1992) § 
Compact Disc version is ty 00 


BADSTREET U.S.A. T-SHIRTS 
A killer black t-shirt w/ blood red Badstreet logo !00% cotton 

Adult Medium ......, $20.00 ea. Adult Large $20.00 ea. 
Adult X-Large ......, $20,00 ea. Adult XX-Large $22,00 


BADSTREET U.S.A. WORKOUT SHIRT 
Killer white workout t-shirt w/ the Badstreet U.S.A, logo. 100% cotton, 
Adult Medium $20.00 ea, Adult Large ............ $20.00 ea. 
Adult X-Large........ $20.00 ea. 


Badstreet U.S.A, Black Baseball Cap $16.00 ea. 


“OFF THE STREETS” CASSETTE (1987) 
Featuring Michael Hayes, the Freebirds and the Badstreet Band, produced by Jimmy 
Papa. A cassette from 1987 by Grand Theft Productions. Great sounding w/ 11 songs 
featuring the hit “Badstreet USA" Factory sealed by Grand Theft Productions (1987) 


Cassette versions is $15.00 each 


FULL SIZE 60 PAGE SCI-FI AND 
SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG 
SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 


Copyright Owners. 


wrestlers of all-time,” Lex Luger 
said. “But just because he was a 
champion in the WWF doesn’t 
mean he becomes top dog in 
WCW. He'll need to work real hard 
to get to the top around here, just 
like everyone else. If he thinks oth- 
erwise, he’s going to have prob- 
lems. On the other hand, if Bret 
shows us that work ethic he’s so 
famous for, then he’s gonna have 
a lot in common with the WCW 
guys. Not only would that be good 
for Bret, but that would be good for 
all of us.” 

Hold on, Lex. Is this the same 
Lex Luger who entered the WWF 
in late-1992 promising to end 
Hart’s reign as WWF World cham- 
pion? It certainly is. As “The 
Narcissist,” Luger pushed Hart to 
the limit on several occasions. And 
he probably has the battle scars to 
prove it. 

Yet Luger isn’t the only WCW 
superstar who has had a run-in 
with Hart. Roddy Piper lost the 
Intercontinental title to Hart back in 
April 1992. Piper, like Nash, tried 
to wrestle like a sportsman against 
Hart, only to have that strategy 
backfire. In that match, Piper was 
about to hit Hart with the timekeep- 
er’s bell, thought better of it, and 
was rolled into a small package. 

However, the best example of 
someone who may hold a grudge 
is Ric Flair. After all, Hart upended 
him in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, 
in October 1992 to win the first of 
his five WWF World titles. Hart’s 
victory over the “Nature Boy” 
ended a brief but highly successful 
WWF tenure for Flair. Soon after, 
Flair moved back to WCW. And 
after Flair left, Hart commented 
during a radio station interview that 
Flair was not even one of the top 
five wrestlers he ever faced. As 
late as October 1997, rumors were 
rampant that Flair was considering 
a return to the WWF to get another 
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Let’s not forget about Roddy Piper, either. He hugged Bret after Bret beat him for the 
Intercontinental belt at WrestleMania VIII, but he'd probably enjoy the challenge of 
another series of matches with the “Hitman.” 


shot at Bret. Now that Hart has 
arrived in WCW, he’ll get his 
chance, 

As he approached his debut in 
WCW, Bret Hart was surprisingly 
nonchalant about all these con- 
cerns. “I make my living settling old 
scores,” he said. “That’s what 
wrestling is all about. It’s kind of 
like the Old West in that respect. | 
don’t care who wants a piece of 
me. Whether it’s Hulk Hogan, 
Kevin Nash, or Ric Flair, it doesn’t 
really matter. Every single wrestler 


in WCW will need to make a deci- 
sion. Will they be with Bret Hart or 
against Bret Hart? | would just 
appreciate it if they let me know up 
front, instead of stabbing me in the 
back. | hope | won’t have to deal 
with that garbage in WCW.” 

That's asking a lot. If Hart thinks 
he will have anything else but a 
very rocky road in WCW, he’s in 
for a big surprise. Bret should defi- 
nitely keep Vince’s phone number 
handy. Maybe dealing with Shawn 
Michaels wasn’t so bad after all. 1 


eh rl ree bath Aap er tens ocr \eatbeag re Se preening 


C0 
iN 


UcUsit#o9 


Presents 


THE 1997 


WRCoTLING 


ALMANAC 


AND 
BOOK 
OF FACTS 


; |} 1996 Wrestling Yearbook 


_ | 1997 Wrestling Yearbook 


' | 1997 Wrestling Annual 


(| PWI Interview Special 


1997 ALMANAE 

The authoritative wrestling refer- 
ence tool, Full pay-per-view. and 
supercard results. Title histories, 
Every “PWE 500.” 1996 Stats. 
Digest-sized. 196 pages! 


~ | 1997 Wrestling Almanac 


1996 WRESTLING YEARBOOK 
Exclusive scouting reports on 30. 0f 
wrestling’s: best, PLUS—30 t"arious 
full-page caricatures by-PH ¢s-Jason 
Conlan! 100 pages! 32 color pinups! 


1997 WRESTLING ANNUAL 
Butt-kickin’, attitadé-filled “pro-files,” 
plus-a look at what we felt-was ahead 
in 1997 for wrestling’s top: stars. 
What's im, what's out. 100 pages! 32 
color pinups! 


Please send the collector’s issues T have indicated! 

I have enclosed $7 per issue as- payment in full 
(postage included) or provided my credit card number 
to charge my purchase ($20 minimum please). Send to: 


State Zip. 
“Please indicate method-of payment: 
Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


Expiration Date: / 
MO YR 
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1997 WRESTLING YEARBOOK 
We-turn loose caricaturist Jason 
Conlan one more time (whether his 
subjects like it‘or not!). 30: scouting 
reports. 32 color pinups! 
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PWLINTERVIEW SPECIAL 

One select “Press Conference” since 
1979, PWI’s first year. Scott Hall, 
Bruno Sammartino, Dallas Page, 
Kevin Von Erich, Ric Flair, and more! 
32 color pinup! 


London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


For all orders outside the U.S... yon must add $1.50 for every issue to be sent surface mail, and $3 for every issue to be 
sent airmail. Please allow 6-8: weeks for delivery. 
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Undertaker on occasion. “I don’t 
really get the gist of their relation- 
ship. | wonder why they have to 
hate each other so much.” 

That’s because Bearer is there 
casting his malignant shadow upon 
their lives. Nary a glance shall 
pass between the two blood 
mates—that is Bearer’s 
promise to himself. His 
delight in separating them 
grows as their mutual dis- 
trust increases. 

“It's just great—l love it! 
Brother against brother, just 
what life is about,” said 
Jerry Lawler. “A reunion? 
Never. They hate each 
other too much.” 

What Lawler does not 
realize is that there have 
been forces opposing his at 
work behind the scenes. 
PWI recently learned that 
Bearer foiled a planned § 
secret reunion between the 
brothers. According to a 
source familiar with both 
wrestlers, in the late-fall, 
Undertaker devised a 
scheme whereby the two 
men would meet in a 
secluded locale to discuss f= 
their future. That place, 
according to this source, 
was an old cemetery in a | 
small town in upstate New 
York. 

“!’m not sure how Under- 
taker contacted Kane, whet- 
her it was by phone or letter or fax 
or what,” said the source, “but 
there was communication between 
the two while Bearer was off on a 
business trip. Kane was very 
receptive to a meeting. They were 
to bury the past and to refrain from 
assigning each other any guilt for 
that horrible fire that separated 
them. Then they were going to deal 
with the real menace—Bearer him- 
self. But something went wrong. 


58 « PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED & 


bearer 


PPAR RRA Aa eeu Eee emer ee en ee eb eeeeeee 
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The rendezvous never occurred.” 

The something that went wrong 
was Bearer. Shortly before the 
meeting, he received word from 
another inside source of the 
impending get-together. He quickly 
went to work quashing the 
encounter. 


Lb sees 


Even though he's a huge man, Kane isn’t afraid to incorpo- 
rate a few aerial moves into his repertoire when the situa- 
tion warrants it. Imagine how great a tag team he and 
Undertaker could be. 


“On the night of a busy card in 
November, long after the other 
wrestlers had left the arena, Paul 
Bearer took Kane aside,” said our 
source, “He told him that he knew 
of the planned meeting, and that if 
Kane went ahead with it, Kane 
would be subjected to memories 
so painful, he’d crack up.” 

According to this source, Bearer 
planned to further alienate the 
brothers by making public addition- 


al details of the funeral fire. He had 
plans to reveal information so 
hideous and so cruel that it would 
send Kane off the deep end. Then 
he went about re-brainwashing 
Kane into hating Taker again. 

It was a perfect counterattack 
from a WWF field general un- 
equaled in the use of psy- 
chological warfare. The 
brothers are again incom- 
municado. But there 
remains a glimmer of hope 
for the future. Undertaker 
continues to pledge that 
regardless of their differ- 
ences, he will never wrestle 
his flesh and blood. But 
how exactly will he treat 
Kane when the two are 
face-to-face in the ring? 

“Is a combustible situa- 
tion, that’s for sure,” said 
y WWF broadcaster Michael 
Cole. “Undertaker has had 
little to cheer about since he 
lost the WWF title. Now his 
brother is destroying every 
wrestler who gets in his 
path. He has to do some- 
thing about this.” 

A reunion with Kane 
might just be the medicine 
for Undertaker’s ailing ego. 
} Based on fan reaction, dur- 
ing matches, most people 
hope the brothers will 
reunite. Who really be- 
lieves siblings should go 
through their lives disliking 
each other? Paul Bearer clearly 
does, and that’s the weapon he 
wields against Kane. For he 
knows that his own safety is in 
jeopardy if his protege reunites 
with Undertaker. For then the 
truth of Paul Bearer’s interference 
and his underhandedness would 
be brought to light. And darkness 
would fall upon the manager with 
the pallid face and the sunken 
eyes ... and the decaying soul. 7 
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four. Even when Brian was here, 
Brian was never the disciplinarian. 
He wouldn’t even raise his voice, 
much less think about spanking them 
or anything. He wouldn’t watch the 
news because he had this thing about 
things he couldn’t control. The “God 
grant the serenity” thing, he couldn’t 
go by that. He thought that every- 
thing was within his control and 
things would just happen because 
they would happen. My philosophy 
is, “[Stuff] happens, just deal with it.” 
His philosophy was, “This [stuff] ain’t 
supposed to happen, and it’s not 
going to happen.” He’d get so upset 
watching the news, because if he 
saw something about someone abus- 
ing a child, he would go ballistic. | 
have seen him cry over stories. | 
would say, “Honey, you’re too sensi- 
tive. It’s not your child. You can’t 
change it. You can give to child 
abuse funds, you can do those kind 
of things. It happened, it’s over, and 
you just have to realize there are evil 
people in this world.” 

ETHIER: He saw things the way he 
wanted to, not the way they were? 
PILLMAN: I don’t know if it was just 
his childhood or his temperament. 
He just had a predisposition to being 
more easily upset by things. He 
would analyze and worry about 
things. If | was short with him, espe- 
cially if | was on the road and he 
didn’t perceive the conversation to 
be the wonderful loving conversation 
we always had, he’d be calling me 
back three hours later and he’d say, 
“What's the matter with you; are you 
going to divorce me?” I’d say, “I’m in 
a bad mood, ya know.” (Laughs) 
ETHIER: What did he most bring to 
this world? 

PILLMAN: He was very empathetic 
to people and to bad situations 
because of what he had dealt with. 
He always worried about people that 
had problems and how he could help 
them. | can’t tell you how much 
money he loaned people over the 
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The Pillman family poses together less than a year before Brian’s death. Clockwise 
from top: Jesse, Alexis, Danielle, Brian Jr., Brittany, and Melanie. 


years. If anybody asked him for 
money, he gave it to them. 

ETHIER: How is your pregnancy 
going? 

PILLMAN: | feel pretty good. I’ve 
always had a pretty easy time with 
pregnancies. Just the thought of rais- 
ing kids alone like this ... ugh. It just 


overwhelms me sometimes. 

ETHIER: Were there ever bad times 
between you and Brian? 

PILLMAN: | think we would have 
been together forever. We had some 
problems. A lot of the problems were 
related to his use of [painkillers] as a 
crutch for just about anything in 


wrestling, because wrestling involves 
immense amounts of pain. They 
probably get hurt more than any 
other pro athlete ever. Pro football 
was a piece of cake compared to pro 
wrestling for him. You just never get 
a chance to recover from your 
injuries, so you reaggravate them ... 
It got to the point in the end where 
they had him on the road so much, 
his ankle was killing him, and he 
would take painkillers the whole 
time he was wrestling. And when he 
came home, when he wouldn’t take 
the painkillers and try to be normal, 
he would find himself really lethar- 
gic, really tired, not wanting to go 
out and do things like he used to. 
And we argued about that. | was 
really wanting him to take care of his 
health more. 

ETHIER: It sounds like he was on a 
collision course with tragedy. 
PILLMAN: When they told me he 
died, my first thought was, Oh my 
God, he just took too many pain pills 
and they just stopped his heart. It 
ended up being there was no over- 
dose. 

ETHIER: Did the WWF do its best to 
protect and monitor the welfare of 
Brian? 

PILLMAN: I don’t really fault the 
WWF; the only thing | fault them for 
is toward the end they knew that he 


had some problems with the pills, 
the schedule, and the pain in his 
ankle, and they shouldn’t have had 
him on the road. They should have 
either put him in rehab or they 
should have lightened the schedule 
up ... | just think they felt he could 
handle it because he put'up this 
facade that he could handle any- 
thing. They kind of ignored a lot of 
the warning signs, and | didn’t ignore 
them. | went on and on about them 
until the fact that he tuned me out 
toward the end. He thought he was 
invincible. | think that they knew and 
that they feel really, really horrible 
about it. They've been paying me his 
paycheck and they've told me they'll 
pay it through the end of the year, 
and they’ve set up some benefit 
shows. As long as they’re acknowl- 
edging their part in it and not trying 
to say, “Oh, this is all your husband's 
fault, and we had nothing to do with 
it.” That would hurt me. But they’re 
not doing that. They’re pretty much 
saying, “This was a tragedy; we 
understand our part in it,” although 
they’ve never said that verbally. By 
paying me on through the end of the 
year and by helping me, |! feel like 
they’re acknowledging the tragedy 
and | feel like they do really want to 
take steps [to ensure] that it doesn’t 
happen again, Oo 
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REAT 


In the October 1997 issue, we presented round one of our third 
installment of the PW/I Dream Tournament. Now it’s time for 
round three of the singles competition—and for you to decide 
who will move into the finals! 


The first two rounds of the 1997 PW/ 
Dream Tournament have ended. All your 
votes have been counted. Before we 
announce the semifinal pairings, let’s 
review the tournament itself. 


HOW IT WORKS 


For those who missed the October 
1997 issue, we've set up a tournament 
bracket containing 16 of the top stars in 
the sport today. There will be eight first- 
round matches, four quarterfinal match- 
es, two semifinals, and a championship 
final. In each round, you make a choice 
as to who you think would win each 
hypothetical match, taking into account 
each wrestler’s style and skill. We'll tally 
the votes, and the wrestler who wins 
each match advances to the next round. 

In this issue, we’ve listed the first- 
round pairings, which were determined 
by random draw, and have added the 
results of the matches as determined by 
the fans. Now you must pick a winner for 
each of the two semifinal matches by cir- 
cling the name of the wrestler you think 
would win each match. Fill out the form 
on the opposite page, attach any addi- 
tional comments you may have, and 
send it to: Dream Tournament Semi- 
finals, c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, 
Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. 
The deadline for ballots is February 
20, 1998. We'll print the semifinal results 
and final pairing in the July 1998 issue of 
PWI; the winner will be announced in the 
October 1998 issue. 

Next month, we’ll present the pairings 
for the semifinal round of the PW/ Dream 
Tag Team Tournament. That tournament 
runs on alternating months with the sin- 
gles tournament (which allows you to get 
your votes in on time to be tabulated). 
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QUARTERFINAL RESULTS 


Dean Malenko defeated Shinya Hashimoto. Malenko’s superior 
mat skills would be too much for Hashimoto, wrote Lou Sica Jr. of 
Baltimore, Maryland. He figured Dean would frustrate Shinya by slip- 
ping out of his holds and countering with moves of his own. 
“Hashimoto would prematurely go for the DDT, only to see Malenko 
escape,” he wrote. “Then Hashimoto would resort to chopping at the 
slick Malenko, who would calmly parry the blows before applying his 
dreaded Texas cloverleaf leglock to end the match.” Many others 
probably saw this match ending similarly. Malenkom, who defeated 
Owen Hart in the opening round, captured 78 percent of the votes 
against the New Japan superstar. 


Lex Luger defeated Hulk Hogan. “Hollywood” has yet to find an 
answer to Luger’s “torture rack,” having already submitted to it three 
times. “This time would make four,” says Chris Foreman of Danville, 
Virginia. But even though the “Total Package” did so well against 
Hogan in ’97, he didn’t get an easy win over him in our tournament. 
Luger garnered 52 percent of the votes in what was a dead heat up 
until the very end, when Luger supporters came on strong. The fact 
that so many people passionately hate Hogan probably influenced 
the outcome. Luger will now face technical master Dean Malenko in 
the semifinal round. , 


Steve Austin defeated Dallas Page. DDP certainly offered more 
resistance to Austin than Terry Funk, whom Austin defeated rather 
handily in the opening round with 92 percent of the votes. Again 
“Stone-Cold” took an early lead in the voting and never looked back, 
captioning 61 percent of the votes to DDP's 39 percent. Apparently, 
most of you decided that Austin’s “Stone-Cold stunner’ was a more 
dangerous finisher than Page’s “Diamond cutter.” Austin will now 
face The Giant, one of WCW’s most popular and dangerous men, in 
what could be his most difficult match of the tournament. 


The Giant defeated The Undertaker. In what was the closest 
contest of the tournament so far, The Giant nicked The Undertaker, 
51 percent to 49. Nicholas Valentino of Philadelphia wrote that after 
30 minutes of trading bodyslams, elbows, and legdrops with the 
Giant, The Undertaker would try to execute a “tombstone” piledriver, 
but that The Giant's girth would be too much for him to handle. “By 
that time,” he wrote, “Taker would be easy prey for The Giant’s 
choke-slam.” 


| QUARTERFINAL 
WINNERS 


SEMIFINAL 
WINNERS 


SEMIFINAL 
WINNERS 


QUARTERFINAL 
' WINNERS 


SHINYA BRIAN ; AHMED 


HASHIMOTO PILLMAN JOHNSON MISAWA 


FIRST-ROUND DEAN SHINYA HULK 
WINNERS MALENKO HASHIMOTO 


FIRST-ROUND DALLAS STEVE THE 


Mail ballot to: CIRCLE SEMIFINAL WINNERS ONLY! 
DREAM TOURNAMENT Name: Age:__ 
c/o Pro WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED Address: 

Box 1148 : =: 

Fort Washington, PA 19034 City: 2  otate : Zip: 


WINNERS PAGE AUSTIN UNDERTAKER 


ROB 
VAN DAM 


Additional comments welcome! The deadline for semifinal ballots is February 20, 1998. Semifinal results 
will be presented in the July 1998 issue of PRO WresTLING ILLUSTRATED, on sale April 21. Look for the 


semifinals of the PW/ Dream Tag Team Tournament next month! 
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TOP 10 TAG TEAMS 
| SHAWN MICHAELS RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
234, San Antonio, TX Combined weight: 483 pounds 
(1) WWE World cha (1) WOW World team champions 
2 DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES 
260, Tampa, FL Combined weight: 496 pounds 
(6) No. 3 contender: WCW World title (-) WWE World team champions 
3 THE UNDERTAKER THE ROAD WARRIORS 
328, parts unknown Combined weight: 560 pounds 
(5) No. 2 contender: WWF World title (2) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
a LEX LUGER HARLEM HEAT 
265, Chicago, IL Combined weight: 550 pounds 
(9) Ne. 4 contender: WCW World title {6) No. 1 contenders: WCW World title 
5 EDDY GUERRERO MASA CHONO & KEI MUTO 
221, El Paso, TX Combined weight: 480 poans 
(4) WCW cruiserweigh? champion 4) IWGP team cha 
5 KEN SHAMROCK 6 CHRIS CANDIDO & LANCE STORM 
235, San Bernardino, CA Combined weight: 457 pounds 
{-) No. 3 contender: WWF World title (-) ECW tag team champions 
7 STEVE AUSTIN 7 THE BARBARIAN & MENG 
241, Dallas, TX Combined weight: 589 pounds 
(3) Ne. 4 contender: WWF World title {-) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
8 CURT HENNIG 8 H.H. HELMSLEY & SHAWN MICHAELS 
235, Minneapolis, MN Combined weight: 513 pounds 
(2) U.S. heavyweight champion (5) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
) TAZ 9 THE HEADBANGERS 
248, Red Hook, NY Combined weight: 488 pounds 
-) ECW TV (9) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title 
10 TAKA MICHINOKU 10 LITTLE GUIDO & TRACEY SMOTHERS 
169, Morioka, Japan See Combined weight: 448 pounds 
(-) WWE light heavyw champion Eddy Guerrero (3) No. 1 contenders: ECW tag title 
wcw WWE MUSIC CITY ECW 
World Champion: World Champion: MCW Champion: ECW Champion: 
HULK HOGAN SHAWN MICHAELS TERRY GOLDEN SHANE DOUGLAS 
{C) 275, Venice Beach, CA (C) 234, San Antonio, TX (6) 241, Venice Beach, CA (C) 240, Pittsburgh, PA 
1—CURT HENNIG 1—ROCKY MAIVIA 1—COLORADO KID 1—TAZ 
(1) 235, Minneapolis, MN (10) 272, Pearl City, HI (C) 231, Denver, CO (1) 248, Red Hook, NY 
2—EDDY GUERRERO 2—THE UNDERTAKER 2—BILLY TRAVIS 2—TOMMY DREAMER 
(2) 221, El Paso, TX (3) 328, parts unknown (3) 239, Dallas, TX (3) 245, Yonkers, NY 
3—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 3—KEN SHAMROCK 3—WOLFIE D 3—SABU 
(3) 260, Tampa, FL (4) 235, San Bernardino, CA (4) 231, Nashville, TN (5) 225, Bombay 
4—LEX LUGER 4—STEVE AUSTIN 4—FLASH FLANAGAN 4—ROB VAN DAM 
(6) 265, Chicago, IL (1) 241, Dallas, TX (2) 221, Indianapolis, IN (6) 240, Battle Creek, MI 
5—DISCO INFERNO 5—TAKA MICHINOKU 5—FRENCHY RIVIERA 5—THE SANDMAN 
(-) 238, Brooklyn, NY {-) 169, Morioka, Japan (5) 450, Paris, France (7) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
6—THE GIANT 6—KANE 6—THRILLBILLY 6—TOMMY ROGERS 
(-) 430, parts unknown (6) 345, parts unknown {-) 281, Sikeston, MO {-) 231, St. Petersburg, FL 
7—SCOTT HALL 7—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 7—STEVEN DUNN 7—AL SNOW 
{-) 290, Miami, FL (-) 279, Greenwich, CT {-) 240, Dallas, TX (-) 232, Lima, OH 
8—CHRIS BENOIT 8—DUDE LOVE 8—NICK DINSMORE 8—MIKEY WHIPWRECK 
{-) 218, Edmonton, Alberta (5) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM (9) 235, Louisville, KY (10) 187, New York, NY 
9—RIC FLAI 9—MARC MERO 9—J.C. ICE 9—JUSTIN CREDIBLE 
(9) 243, Charlotte, NC (-] 235, Buffalo, NY (-) 221, Memphis, TN (8) 225, Waterbury, CT 
10—PERRY SATURN 10—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 10—REX KING 10—STEVIE RICHARDS 
(5) 234, Cleveland, OH (-) 230, Memphis, TN {-) 237, Atlanta, GA (-) 227, Philadelphia, PA 
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NEW JAPAN 
IWGP Champion: 
KENSUKE SASAKI 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and 
inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All 
other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a 
wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category 
last issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a point value: 
10 points for a firstplace rating, nine for second place, and so on. 
The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 issues have been com- 
piled, with a possible maximum of 100 points. Each issue we'll pre- 
sent the top five finishers in each category. While our regular ratings 
reflect the past month, these cumulative ratings give an indication of 
wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 

T—CURTHENNIG ....cscesseestecessesseesseeees 66 points 
2—THE UNDERTAKER ........s-ssceeeseeseeeee rs 64 points 
Q—SHAWN MICHAELS .......0ceeeeseeseeeeeves e+ 63 points 
A—STEVE AUSTIN. ,...ccssesscesseeceurseeeae eee 52 points 
| BAEDDY GUERRERO... cseeseeeeeeeeeeeeseese 50 points 


TAG TEAMS 
T—RICK & SCOTT STEINER, .,....sessesseveeesevess 92 points 
2—THE ROAD WARRIORS ......cccccecceeeeeeee ee 89 points 
MASA CHONO & KEUIMUTO .......eeeeeeeeeeee49 points 
ALITTLE GUIDO & TRACEY SMOTHERS.......++<++++«47 points 
S—HARLEM HEAT... s:ccsserseveeeevveereve 35 points 


ALL-JAPAN 
Triple Crown Champion: 
MITSUHARU MISAWA 


For period ended December 17, 1997 


AMERICAN INDEPENDENT WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Cyclone; 1— 
Don Carson; 2—Rick Deezel; 3—Red Scorpion; 4—Jackie Anderson; 5—Johnny 
Reb; 6—Bodycount; 7—Major Havoc; 8—Robert Roma; 9—Kodiak; 10—Doc 


Sampson. 


CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Tony Rumble; 
2—Vic Steamboat; 3—Abdullah the Butcher; 4—Knuckles Nelson; 5—Tony 
Atlas; 6—Ace Darling; 7—Joel Davis; 8—E] Mascarado; 9—Devon Storm; 10— 
Pink Assassin. 


NORTHERN CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Iceman; 1—Ivan the 
Imitator; 2—Syl the Sadist; 3—Marc the Grizzly; 4—Black Eagle; 5—Mike Lyons; 
6—Daniel Leon; 7—Guy Williams; 8—Alexander the Magnificent; 9—Marz; 
10—Nighistalker. 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Tiger Khan; 1— 
Reckless Youth; 2—Lance Diamond; 3—Cheetah Master; 4—Bart Gunn; 5—Glen 
Osbourne; 6—Ace Darling; 7—Flash Flanagan; 8—Spellbinder; 9—Steven 
Dunn; 10—Devon Storm, 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Ripper; 1—Cruel Connection ||; 2— 
Italian Stallion; 3—George South; 4—Madd Maxxine; 5—Flaming Youth; 6— 
Krush; 7—Terry Austin; 8—Chris Hamrick; 9—Wasted Youth; 10—Gladiator Il, 


WORLD WRESTLING COUNCIL: Champion—Ray Gonzalez; 1—Dutch Mantel; 
2—Steve Corino; 3—Sean Morley; 4—The New Razor; 5—Mohammad Hussien; 
6—Carlos Colon; 7—Invader |; 8—Rico Suave; 9—La Ley; 10—Skull Von Krush. 


(C) 233, Tokyo, Japan 

1—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 

{1) 287, Gifu, Japan 
2—KEIJI MUTO 

(3) 245, Yamanashi, Japan 
3—MASA CHONO 

(2) 235, Tokyo, Japan 
4—SHINJIRO OTANI 

(7) 215, Yokohama, Japan 
5—JUSHIN LIGER 

(8) 206, Hiroshima, Japan 
6—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 

(4) 270, Tokyo, Japan 
7—KOJI KANEMOTO 

(9) 205, Osaka, Japan 
8—RIKI CHOSHU 

(5) 246, Tokuyama, Japan 
9—IMPOSTOR STING 

(10) 251, parts unknown 

10—TATSUMI FUJINAMI 
(-) 234, Oita, Japan 


(C) 228, Ashikaga, Japan 

1—TOSHIAK! KAWADA 

(2) 245, Ashikaga, Japan 
2—STEVE WILLIAMS 

(3) 265, Norman, OK 
3—KENTA KOBASHI 

(1) 261, Fukuchiyama, Japan 
4—STAN HANSEN 

(-) 322, Borger, TX 
5—MAUNAKEA MOSSMAN 

(9) 245, Honolulu, HI 
6—JUN AKIYAMA 

(5) 230, Hiroshima, Japan 
7—AKIRA TAUE 

(4) 265, Chichibu, Japan 
8—BARRY WINDHAM 

(-] 273, Sweetwater, TX 
9—GARY ALBRIGHT 

(6) 343, Billings, MT 

10—JOHNNY ACE 
(7) 250, San Bernardino, CA 


(10) 222, Mexico City, Mexico 


10—FELINO 


(-) 165, Mexico City, Mexico 


EMLL PROMO AZTECA 
EMLL Champion: Promo Azteca Champion: 
TITLE VACANT KONNAN 
(C) 237, Mexico City, Mexico 
1—RAYO DE JALISCO JR. 1—MASCARA SAGRADA 
(3) 270, Guadalajara, Mexico {-) 220, Mexico City, Mexico 
2—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 2—SILVER KING 
(1) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico (5) 215, Mexico City, Mexico 
3—CIEN CARAS 3—LA PARKA 
(4) 235, lagos de Moreno, Mexico (2) 235, Torreon, Mexico 
4—ULTIMO DRAGON 4—LIZMARK JR. 
(5) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (-) 214, Mexico City, Mexico 
5—NEGRO CASAS 5—PIERROTH JR. 
(2) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (7) 240, Mexico City, Mexico 
6—BLACK WARRIOR 6—SUPER CALO 
(7) 221, Mexico City, Mexico (-) 195, Guadalajara, Mexico 
7—UNIVERSO 2000 7—TINIEBLAS JR. 
(6) 215, parts unknown (3) 219, Guadalajara, Mexico 
8—ATLANTIS 8—SUPER ASTRO 
(9) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico (-] 223, Mexico City, Mexico 
9—EMILIO CHARLES JR. 9—JERRY ESTRADA 


(-) 220, Mexico City, Mexico 
10—ULTIMO REBELDE 
{-) 210, Coahuila, Mexico 


A APRIL/1998 4 65 


Bret leaves a void. For obvious reasons, Bret Hart’s name 
does not appear anywhere in this month’s ratings. His last 
match in the WWF took place at Survivor Series, and as 
of press time, he hadn’t wrestled in WCW. 

With Bret gone, the WWF needs 
someone to step and assert himself 
as a true superstar (maybe more 
than one wrestler). Wrestlers such 
as Jeff Jarrett, Ahmed Johnson, 
Goldust, Faaroogq, Marc Mero, 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, and 
Rocky Maivia have all held the 
Intercontinental title, but they have 
yet to prove that they belong 
among the true elite in the WWF. They have yet to prove 
that they should be taken seriously as World title con- 
tenders in their federation. And they have yet to prove that 
they are on par with men like Shawn Michaels, The 
Undertaker, and Steve Austin. With Bret gone, they 
should all get a chance to take. step up. 

But the man we truly think has the potential to assume 
an even more prominent role in the WWF now that Bret has 
left is Ken Shamrock. He got his WWF career off to a 
great start by forcing Big Van Vader to submit to a leglock 
at a match at last May’s In Your House and has improved 
dramatically since (he was voted Most Improved Wrestler 
of the Year for 1997 by PWI readers). 

The former UFC champ has quietly diversified his attack 
and had both Michaels and Hart tapping out to his ankle- 
lock submission hold in matches this fall (in both cases, the 
referee wasn’t in position to see the tapping out). And he 
has never backed down from “The Heartbreak Kid” since 
their feud began in earnest in early-November. As a top 
contender to Michaels’ World title, Shamrock again makes 
an appearance in our Top 10 this issue, and he could remain 
there for quite a while. 

Shaky WCW champions? Rick and Scott Steiner take 
their spot atop this month’s tag team ratings. They’ve 
earned that with recent victories over duos such as Harlem 
Heat and Public Enemy, but the other WCW champions 
haven’t been faring as well. 

We all know about Hulk Hogan’s track record as WCW 


Bret Hart 


World champion. Defends the belt only when he feels like 
it. Wrestles non-title matches whenever possible. Brags 
about how great he was and how he destroyed his opponent 
even after he has lost decisively. But what about WCW 
U.S. champ Curt Hennig, who, like Hogan, is a member of 
the NWO? He’s certainly a more active champion than 
Hogan, but has struggled somewhat lately. He beat Steve 
McMichael for his belt quickly and cleanly in September 
and followed it up with a series of decisive victories, 
including one over Chris Benoit. 

But in the weeks before this magazine went to press, he 
began to do like Hogan and rely on NWO help whenever he 
got in trouble during matches. His friends have saved him 
in defenses against “Diamond” Dallas Page and Lex 
Luger, among others, and his arch-rival, Ric Flair, has 
done a lot of damage to him in their series of bouts. We’re 
keeping him in the Top 10 for this issue, but we are drop- 
ping him down a few spots. 

Just winning the WCW TV title in November was a 
remarkable accomplishment for Perry Saturn considering 
he had undergone major knee surgery in June and was 
expected to be out of action for a year or more. But he only 
held the belt for about a month before Disco Inferno beat 
him in early-December. 

And finally, the WCW cruiser- 
weight title situation. We can’t say 
the action in this division has been 
anything less than thrilling. But 
whereas Dean Malenko won that 
championship three times in the first 
year of its existence, we haven't 
seen anyone emerge as the dominant 
WCW cruiserweight in the last few 
months. Eddy Guerrero and Rey 
Misterio Jr. keep trading the belt back and forth in great 
matches, so neither man has been able to remain the Top 10 
on a consistent basis. 

We’re out of space! If you have any questions or com- 
ments pertaining to our ratings or any issue we brought up 
on this page, please feel free to drop us a note. Write to: 
“Ratings Analysis,” c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 
1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. J 


Rey Misterio Jr. 
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* ADVANCE TOUR SCHEDULES! * CONCERT LISTINGS BY AREA! 
* MAILING ADDRESSES! * THE LATEST NEWS & UPDATES! 
* PHONE #'S FOR BEST TICKETS! * UPDATED DAILY/24 HOURS! 

* NEW! CONCERT LOCATOR FEATURE! * PLUS MUCH, MUCH MORE! 


Code Arist 
2231 AC/DC 2791 Cry of Love 4651 Hole 6832 Mudhoney 7523 Slaughter 
2221 Accept 2853 The Cult 4663 Hootie & the Blowfish | 6951 My Life w/Thrill Kill Cult] 7524 Slayer 
Ace Frehley 2871 The Cure 6665 Ian Moore 6371 Natalie Merchant 7621 Smashing Pumpkins 
Adam Ant 3262 Danger Danger 4631 Indigo Girls 6331 Ned's Atomic Dustbin | 7643 Smithereens 
Aerosmith 3265 Danzig 4691 INXS 9682 Neil Young 7661 Sonic Youth 
Alanis Morisette 6283 Dave Matthews Band | 4761 Tron Maiden 6461 Nine Inch Nails 7683 Soul Asylum 
Alice Cooper 2691 David Bowie 5224 Jackyl 6471 Nirvana 7682 Soundgarden 
mee in eagle es ; pees pent 5374 ae Mary Chain ae Nae 7722 spacehog 
man Bros, 2 eep Purple 7622 Jill Sobule 76 Oasis 7746 Spin Doctors 
Anthrax 3331 Def Leppard 2831 Jimmy Buffett 6332 Offspring 7826 Stabbing Westward 
B-52s 3341 Deicide 6725 Joan Osborne 6723 Ozzy Osbourne 7831 Steely Dan 
Bad Company 2353. Del Amitri 7282 Joe Satriani 4275 PJ. Harvey 6452 Steve Miller 
Barenaked Ladies 3371 Depeche Mode 6351 John Mellencam 7243 Page/Plant 8242 Steve Vai 
Beatles 3461 Dinosaur Jr. 5431 ee as rigak P 7263 Pantera 7842 Sting “ aes, 
Beck 3462 Dio 5462 King Crimson 7321 Pearl Jam — 7863 Stone'Temple Pilots 
Belly 3651 Dokken 5461 King’s X 4221 Peter Gabriel 7841 Suicidal Tendencies 
Better Than Ezra 3733 Dream Theater 5472 KISS 2653 Phil Collins 8321 Tears For Fears 
Big Head Todd/Monsters | 3871 ~ Duran Duran 5674 7441 Phish 6841 Ted Nugent 
Billy Idol 3242 The Eagles F 7462 Pink Floyd 8371 Tesla 
Billy Joel 6227 Edwin McCain 7641 Poison 8372 Testament 
Biohazard 2671 Elvis Costello . 7671 Porno For Pyros 8432 The The 
Bjork Enuff Z’nuff a gh rape aia 7731 Presidents of the USA | 8431 They Might Be Giants 
Black Crowes Eric Clapton 5 484 fine oo 7745 Primus 8621 Toad the Wet Sprocket 
Black Sabbath Everclear : 1831 Queen 8622 Toadies 
Blind Melon Extreme 5651, Lollapalooza Tour 1832 Queensryche 7381 Tom Petty 
Blues Traveler Face To Face Beet poriraie chee 7363 R.E.M. 8662 Tool 
Bon Jovi 442 Fight 6275 Marilyn Manson 7232 Radiohead 8722 Traffic 
Breeders Filter 7931 Matthew Sweet 7265 Ramones 8741 Trixter 
Brother Cane Firehouse a ene ie 7266 -Rancid 8971 Type O Negative 
Bruce Springsteen Foo Fighters ae eAUS 7832 Rod Stewart 8221 U2 
Bulletboys Garbage 6241 Megadeth é. 7651 Rolling Stones 8362 UFO 
Bush George Thorogood 3841 Melissa Etheridge 7652 Rollins Band 8451 Ugly Kid Joe 
2 een Se 6: ee iste) Rosh PS he ve oe 
inderella 0 Go's f ¢ usted Roo 262 Van Halen 
Collective Soul ; Goo Goo Dolls Mighty M. Bosstones 7261 Santana 6341 Vince Neil 
Corrosion of Conformity Grateful Dead Ministry 7262 Scorpions 8461 Violent Femmes 
Counting Crows Gravity Kills 31 Moody Blues 7374 Sepultura 9272 Warrant 
Cracker Green Day Morrissey 7383 Seven Mary Three 9331 Weezer 
Cranberries Guns N’ Roses Motley Crue 7453 Silverchair 9441 White Zombie 
Crash Test Dummies |4921 GWAR Motorhead 7541 Skid Row 9371 Yes 
Crowded House 4672 H.O.R.D.E. Tour Mr. Big 7526 Slash’s Snakepit 6251 YngwieMalmsteen 


PLUS...OVER 500 MORE! (if your favorite group is not listed here, just press or say the numbers on your 
phone that contain the first 3 letters of the group, or artist's last name (i.e. BON Jovi = 266, Bryan ADAms = 232). 


Korn 
5242 L.A. Guns 
5721 Lenny Kravitz 


CALL NOW! 


-900-454-7700 : 


$2.99/min. Under 18 Get Parent's Permission. Ava. Call 3 min. 
©1996 CC “ERT CONNECTION, LTD., DRESHER PA, 19025 


SN YIM soryd sty 

Jaquiouras oy30q Isnf of,, “Joye, pres boosee,y passoidunun 
AJSNOIAGO uv ,‘10U IO Jeg oY} Sey OY JI o1vO 1,UOp J, 

-dnois 

ay} 10] SULy[e1 ay] Op p,oYy WY plo} wIATeY USA josdn 

A|QISIA seM booiee,y ‘uordweys suieoeq AYOOY Joie 

]YSIU oy} pasvesoUr ‘UONeUTWIOG JO LONRN sy, JO Jopesy 
ay) ‘boosie pur viAiey] UsaMJoq UOISUD) ‘aTIYMULII] 

“IOAO SEM 866] d10J0q drysuo 

-1duivyo yey) wim prnom oy pejolpoid off “WUTY papnye sey 

72Y} AMA OU} Ul ep Jofeur Apuo op ‘91 PHOM AMM ou} 
Jo yms.nd sty st ‘asinos Jo ‘uo SutAowl Aq suvoul oy UA 

uo 3urAow wy] “Addey wry soyeur yey} 

Ji uordureyo [ejuoUNUOSIO}UT UEP ay} J[EsuUTY [[vo Yooy 

AYL 19] OS ‘a1ousAuP 1 JOF VSN OU 105 },UIe J,, ‘pres UNSNY 


insa 


“ 


yy Si U8SION GON 


(SUI) UWP oy} UIM pjnod | Apogd19Aa paMoys J,, 
“IQALI B OJUT [aq OYA Passo} oy ‘Aep 
}XOU OY], “YOR I Yoo) pue wiy uo ,.JouUNIS ploD-suU0Is,, B 
pasn ay ‘raAamoy ‘AyooY 0} I[9q oY} JOAO SuTpuRyY JoIyy 
“2710 BY} Woaj10F 0} asoyo oy ‘dn yt VAIS 1O—J9I].1v9 sinoy 
$7 Uolvoq pry sy UeUT e—vIAIe|, AYOOY Isulese oul] 3y} 
uo 1[aq 9y} Ind 0} pRY JoI}IO ay IVY] “VM S] MDY JO UOTIIpS 
g Jaquisdeq ey) SULINP WTY plo} UOYRPJOJ] SOUTA USY AA 
[Je Jolye Yonu Os 7 1UeM 1,UPIp oy peploep sy “yorq 
[1 IVY] UIM pIp oy Joye yJuow e ATUO Ing “WTY Wo spn 
[eJUOUNUOSIOUT OY} SuTUTeSaI pur We] UIMGO UO ssUdAeI 
Sujos SYM Jnoge payfe] UNsNY sAeIg ][P ‘WIe]SiowUINS 3 
porsoygns oy Ainfur yeutds oy} wiry SULIDAODeI “UOTOR Jo 3NO 
SBM oY Jey} SYJUOUT sary} oy) SuLING—gIW “CNW T1LYOd 
NOSUAGNV AAALS 4d 


apISu] SUA|qOld 


‘paemiaye pip unsny yeum Ag paysoyus aiow 
udAe SEM 2H “dweys 9-] Jasuiy jjeo O} yy His sur WY 
ane ulsny aaalsg usuM paysoyus sem Bile Ayooy 


27] WH S3AID NLLSAV SV GINNALS VIAIVIN 


vyvvvy ONITISTUMY YY YY,’ 


866} WddV 


v “ON “XIX SINN 0A 


‘URLUSSOJ] BOYNUNRY] pue UasueT] UeIS 
JOA0 UIM oaIssoidumt Ajrejnonied suo 
peroos Aayy ‘onp & sy “Apjueoal ueder ut 
Jeais payooy aa, Aeup ng ‘ueddey 1,upip 1] 
“a0 urea} 3k) AAA OU) UTM ATTenUOAD 
p,Aoup Jey} Ieod jsv] ures} B POUL; 
Agu) UoyM pons Meyspeig ,.jMey,, 
unsne pue weypury Aueg {syorlyorlg 

aL, 0} pousddey rsaq}ey A, 


NVdUf “VLWSIIN 


“eed BTS MOM 
1,USBM HI Ing “Bye eT pue (senouiog 
SOT JO) O]]Nse_D snsof usamjoq yoreul 
B poinjeoy osye prea OM MA JUooe1 
oUO “OOTY OVeng Ul epeNns” Aus YIM 
pnoj & UI ssadons Jo qq e oyInb Suravy 
SI ‘sjuapusdaput Uio}seq oy) UI Ie[NZor 
B OUOD 915 Pry Surmysry,, 
“SOWIBU SUITIJSOIM AjIeS STy Jo suo SuIsn 
0} Yorq 9U0S jou sey xXAS S.OMMN 
2U) “ON (eq SI Pry Surmysry oy, 


OD1Y O1UINd “SYNOV) 


‘ueder MON pue OMN 
dt} JO SIOQUISUL IVIM Surpnoy 

MOU a1, Ad], S80] Wopealy ou, 
‘dnoid opeSoual UMO Joy) poulioy savy 
0}0D 1ysojnsje], pue ereyC TysokoyoRA, 

‘OMN 24} TIM UoHerOOsse Jouiq 

B Jolpy “UOISIAIp osoueder-s.dnoid orp 
SUOUTE JU9}xo aUIOS 0} pouleddey Apeare 
sey STUY} Inq ‘suoHoRy snoLeA oyuT dn 
qs Uoos TIM OMAN ou} Jeu) SuNoIpeid 
are *S’f) 2u} ut gjdoad Auepy 


NWdUE "OANOL 


« JUs}edWIOOUT UUTep Os SUIeq 10j wuIYy puadsns prnoys 

Aayy, jaoejd ys11y oy) ut gof sty Sutop 3,usem oy ‘sarayar ssoyasn 

® dn qeaq J asnedeq ysnf yods oy} ul UeUT 3Iq 3s9q ay) SUIyDIEM 
woJy suey oy) [[e Sutddoys a1, Aou,,, “116 ples ..‘ssoy oy} $31, 

“aI0U} 


yorl MON ,, 


uorsuedsns pueyArey] oy} Jou0Y 0} paydo sfetoyyo TAN se ‘saysIe | 1 3Nq,, ‘pres oy 


“BIUISILA SOMA “PISYJeAA Ul PlLd TAN S,JY3IU IXOU dy} UO asOIM 
0} pamoyje jou sem [ [6 ‘psouNouUe sem uoTsUadsns $s, [16 “IYStU 
WY} Joye] “116 poylenbstp pue Sur oy) 0} uMop owes Ayjen} 


‘yey YIM Welgoid e savy jOU Iayeq 


“c 


snuory °0} UeM J JI SANS YIOg YIM Ue) [],],, ‘:—pepuodsar 
‘An3 aI] & JoJ ySsno} uwep st Aejpnq oxyids,, 


«OP 0} syueM oY Jey Jnoge 


yury) ysnf 1oy0q Yoel MON “WIvS} INO OJUT YOM Jo 40] B Ind 


«NY UL] 2]IYA Soop ay JVYAA exe 1,UOP J, 
"poly uey) sso] sem snuory ~1oy}0301 


Soyojeul Ue} Sev] [eIOAOS UOM Koy} pure ‘Ao[pnq syxId¢ po 
-pusiifoq Yoel MAN ‘Ino sem oy ay AA “Aoypng Avy yng yng 


“U9AB UBLIP[OD PIeMOY [LIOYJO TN JOIWeg ‘[eIOyJo ay] peyoune | YIM [MIG B BuLINp sepyonUy [eJOAes ayoIq pue puLY ISH 


116 ‘SUII oY] opIsino oquiey dn Zunvog sem ‘10}11[5 AuUYor 
‘JoseUueUL STY opTYM ‘AT[eULT “ITey sty porjnd pey oquiey yey) suots 
-8990 [BIOAS UO “SUTUIIe[O ‘oquIey UYor UoTduIeYD 1YySIOMAAROY 
MdN WIA Yoyeul sty jnoYysnomp) Jopuexepy YIM ponsse [16 
“Iepuexepy Jo}xeq] sae 
~Jol onsevoyT Sulpsoiy [euOeN SuTUTUTE[S-oYOYO Jo} UOIssTUIUIOD 
dHeT4IV. 9181g puLAIe| oy) Aq AjoqUIjapur popuadsns 
SBM 9} :OW-SIq WY 3S0d Joquicoeq UI pajnoexe oy WeIs-oyoyo 
auo ynq ‘[ooo sjusuoddo ssajdjoy Suruuieys-oyoyo spew oym 
UeUT oY} JJOSUMIY JOpIsuod 0} saxI] 116—CIN ‘ONOASNOOd 
YaSINAT AAVG 4g 


puejueyy uy pepuedsns [16 


SITY 0] JNO & poloyjns snuory usyM ueSeq wofqoid yy, 
“auue[q 01 Ayjensed aq pynoo ‘afdoad je Jo ‘Aajpnq eyids 
pue ‘urese Surpnaj yieys YS Aoy) oy1] SYOo] 11 MON 


"Tey StU syoom 


MO} B IOF OI Wes} Be} oy} Pjey UsAS pue ‘MD_q Ye] SioU 
-yed sanoadsal ay) Joye os pip Key) Ing ‘UMO TOY) Jo weg} 
B WLHOJ IAB 0} SNUOTY pue yours MAN pojoodxe aaey pjnom 
auo ou ‘(uInjeg A1Iog pue SnUOry uYos) sio}eUTWTTA oy, 
YIM SuIpNay s19M (poeg ejeisnyy puke yorr MON) seissueH 
e4L uoyM ‘ose sivok OMT —vVd ‘WIHd 1ddaV TIHd 


LLOIUNA AWUVH Ag 


Eujds 0] yoer Mon ‘Snuoly 


“shes ay ‘1ajjo ue panjaoes sey 
ey ing ‘dno pajsim} s,usaey 
jO Jaquaw e Hujwioseq 1980 
JO UONUa}U! OU Sey ylOUeg sluUD 


= = — = ————= 


<< UTY 0} dn qye $3] 

“WOOT S,UoAvY YIM ATj 0} Soploop pue sor10yo 

14311 9y} soyeu ysnf oy Ji ured sty pus ues 

OM,, “ples oy ,,“SUOISIOap 1o}19q SYeUI 0} spoou 
oym ‘uBut pajueye} AIOA B SI JlOUdg SEIYD,, 

“JOMSUP JOAIIp & QATS Jou 

P[NOM UsAeyY SAISPAD OY) ‘SEIT poyiNios: oy 

Aem ous oY} Ul WOUDg jINIONI 0} SuIAN sem 
2Y 18Y} ONI] seM II JOUIOYM poyse voy 

« WOU} 

YIM Ysnoiy} WJ ao0zoq ured Aw Jo aioUr 10] 

® Sulpeay oq 0} Bul0s a1,Aoyy, “Jads s,usaey 

Jopun ind Sureq inoge polioM j0U UW, ] 


‘den opi] Troy) o7Ur our omy 3,u0m oy) ing 
‘371s [ensn oy} sem yy ‘ured Aw Sutjoo} jnoge 
aseqies sty) [je no Sulmods pojieis syvosy 
sly JO a[dnoo v,, ‘pies jloueg ,.‘1y31u suo 
WOOL SUISSoIp B UT yoRq aU 0} 108 Aol, 

‘uontsod eb uy 
porsoyjo pey dnois oy) 1ey) WTyUOD ‘IaAQMoY 
‘pip off ‘syuei roy) urof Ajayeumnjn pue s33nyq 
AM09§ OXI] Op Jou TIM oy s}sisur oy ing ‘dno 
PpO S,UsARyY JO SIOQUIOU snolIeA BuITNIeG 
SYJUOU Mj JSe] 94) Jo UONIOd poos ev quads 
sey woueg SHYD—)DN ‘ALLOTYVHO 

NaLNOH Z11 4a 


JSON S,UsAeY Uj }OdS palayg jlousg 


a nn = Te he 


= 


Photo by Frank Vitucci 


70 a PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED & 


: 4 t 
Oxean | [om] 
SUNNY ' 
/ seca hed 
3 


motes SHAWN wicusels A 
J My om 
~~ 


THEYEAR =. 
IN WRESTLING 


or 
~ 


RULE HOGAN 
eet Boht Omar 


<) 


Presents 


4 or 
~ 
) ANMED 
J 
m 
_ 


AND 
BOOK 


Wrestling fans raved about last year’s PWI Almanac And 
Book Of Facts. And now the second edition has been 
published, completely revised and updated. The editors 
of PWI have put together the ultimate resource tool, 
combining a complete review of 1996 with a historical 
overview of the sport. The |96-page, digest-sized edi- 
. tion includes: Complete PPV, supercard, and Clash 
results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by-year 
history of the sport ... Stats ... And much more! 


The PWI Almanac sold out quickly on most newsstands 
last year, but now the second edition is yours FREE if 
you use the order form below! 


13 issues a year (that's one every four weeks!) 

Up to 25% off the newsstand price 

Four special led edi including the 100-page 

“Year-End Achievement Awards” and the “PW/ 500” 
‘right to your home 

And, of course, The 1997 PWI Almanac And Book Of Facts 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through the 
dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent full- 
color centerfold—PW1I brings you wrestling action at its 
best. PWI includes exclusive features you can’t get any- 
where else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” ... 
Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial “Off The Top 
Rope” ...An incisive “Press Conference” with one of the 
sport's top stars . . . Extensive “Ratings” . .. “Scouting 
Reports” . . .““Time Capsules” ...And don't forget: Your 
subscription to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you 


can find it!) and every other special we produce through- 
out the year. 


THE 1997 


WAcoTLING 
ALMANACS: 
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SAVE UP TO 25%!! 


(Please check one) 


[(WYES! | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 


ILLUSTRATED 
(| | am enclosing $33.85 for a |3-issue subscription—a 20% 
savings off the newsstand price! 
_] lam enclosing $63.50 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 
25% savings off the newsstand rate! 
| wish to receive the 1997 PWI Wrestling Almanac as a 
bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 to cover 
postage and handling 
{_} | would like to order the 1997 PWI Almanac only and have 
enclosed $7 as payment in full 
Please indicate method of payment: 
(_] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to 
London Publishing Co.) 


O 


_| VISA # = 
[] MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: / 
MO/YR 
Signature: 


Send to: London Publishing Co. 
PO. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


NAME 
ADDRESS. APT. _ 
CITY STATE. _Z\P 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $45.10 for [3 
issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues ($130.00 airmail). International 
money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to 
eight weeks before you receive your first issue.. 


4476/02-97 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0897 555 263 


Te This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 
Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdom is £1.00. 

Kids, get your parents’ permission. 

BGM Box 6424, London WCIIN 3XX 4457/08-97 
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